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NASA Then and Now Activity 

 
 The goal of this activity is to use primary source materials for research, content, and 
 understanding. 

 

 Linked are four documents, each looking toward the future of the National Aeronautics 
 and Space Administration. 

 

 Have students read each document, completing a Document Analysis Worksheet (linked) 
 for all three. 

 

 Follow this with a class discussion centered on the differences and similarities in the 
 United States space programming over seven decades.  What are their missions, goals, 
 hopes?  Is there collaboration or competition in each program? 

 

 This activity can be supplemented with student research projects or papers into an era, or 
 specific mission, of our on-going space program. 



 

President Eisenhower Meeting, 1958, page 1 

Link to full message:  https://www.eisenhower.archives.gov/research/online_documents/sputnik/3_6_58.pdf  

 

 

https://www.eisenhower.archives.gov/research/online_documents/sputnik/3_6_58.pdf


 
Digitized from Box D15 of The Ford Congressional Papers: Press Secretary and Speech File at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library 

Gerald Ford Speech, 1959 pg. 1 

Link to full speech:     https://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/library/document/0054/4525741.pdf  

 

https://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/library/document/0054/4525741.pdf


 
Digitized from Box 31 of the James M. Cannon Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library 

Meeting Outline, 1976, page 1 

Link to meeting document:  https://www.fordlibrarymuseum.gov/library/document/0039/16988436.pdf 



 
 

Oct. 8, 2015 
RELEASE 15-206  

NASA Releases Plan Outlining Next Steps in the 
Journey to Mars 

An artist's depiction of the Earth Reliant, Proving Ground 
and Earth Independent thresholds, showing key capabilities 
that will be developed along the way. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The space station is the only microgravity platform for the long-term testing of new life support and crew health 
systems, advanced habitat modules, and other technologies needed to decrease reliance on Earth. NASA 
astronauts Kjell Lindgren, left, and Scott Kelly are pictured here, just before the halfway point of Kelly's one-
year mission on station. 
Credits: NASA 
 
 

 
This table shows high-level, near-, and far-term decisions that must be made to continue on the journey to Mars. 

NASA Plan, 2015 

Link to full plan:  https://www.nasa.gov/press-release/nasa-releases-plan-outlining-
next-steps-in-the-journey-to-mars  

https://www.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/thumbnails/image/journeytomars-timeframes-decisions.jpg
https://www.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/thumbnails/image/nasas-journey-to-mars-vertical.jpg
https://www.nasa.gov/press-release/nasa-releases-plan-outlining-next-steps-in-the-journey-to-mars
https://www.nasa.gov/press-release/nasa-releases-plan-outlining-next-steps-in-the-journey-to-mars


Written Document Analysis Worksheet 
1.    

TYPE OF DOCUMENT (Check one):  

___ Newspaper  
___ Letter  
___ Patent  
___ Memorandum 

    ___ Map 
___ Telegram  
___ Press release  
___ Report 

    ___ Advertisement  
___ Congressional record  
___ Census report  
___ Other 

 

2.   UNIQUE PHYSICAL QUALITIES OF THE DOCUMENT (Check one or more): 

___ Interesting letterhead 
___ Handwritten 
___ Typed 
___ Seals 

    ___ Notations 
___ "RECEIVED" stamp 
___ Other 

 

3.   DATE(S) OF DOCUMENT:  
 

4.   AUTHOR (OR CREATOR) OF THE DOCUMENT:  
 
 
POSITION (TITLE):  
  

5.   FOR WHAT AUDIENCE WAS THE DOCUMENT WRITTEN? 
 
 
 

6.   DOCUMENT INFORMATION (There are many possible ways to answer A-E.)  
 
A. List three things the author said that you think are important:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
B. Why do you think this document was written? 
 
 
 
 
C. What evidence in the document helps you know why it was written? Quote from the document. 
 
 
 
 
D. List two things the document tells you about life in the United States at the time it was 
written: 
 
 
 
 
E. Write a question to the author that is left unanswered by the document: 
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