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"""" •• , W.,&n<l hu cO""''''ted hi. tour 01 VI~tn.", •• nd hb ........... n' 
[0, 0.. P ..... lokn'. I" d •• I •• I. ,uac""d. 'The 6 ... , "1'<1<, wOO co"pl.,ed. -, __ ~, 
bu' c..no •• 1 Woy&n<l dKllnod '" ,,,' ••• It _.". to th. Pn.lcl"n' •• ,tho"ih 
• c"I'Y hI' bo~ d.Ii"" .. " '" s.,u ..... y 5<:1>1",;n i"' - and could b. o".lI.bl. 
frDrn "ono .. l W;d h.",. 1.1,,1. <h.n iO I. on" , ;p' Io" I ...... ,h. d .. 1t ,,, ,h. 
fln.l. The '<I""" ' 0 'he I'..u;d"nt i. oI>J",,"" • . • nd rofi« .. h; . c.n .'d~,od 
J"<I&_n', f 0li"'" "".1. ilia .~"., ••• nd ... ,.bed In 00"", d" .. llln 'M 
p • ." ..... t1on of <he ._t. 
H"",",,, ... '''I'l'iomonUna ,h. 10, ... 1 '<t><'". "."" .. , W.y.nd ... 1ll "' .... v",b>.l 
"",mr.on'. ' 0 'he h • • ,do", which w1 11 , "",lIfy . om. of ,b" mo •• iono •• lL"" 
po;nto In hi • • <1'''''' II. h •• exp ••••• d concern OVC' 'he po;; ';e.' _,obUl 'y 
of Pr •• ldotn' Thk" . • nd ov", ""p->bUltl .. of ........ , of u.e ."n;o' ienor." 
;n "'" V"''''' - '''' ....... y: .... wm brlna ... _ poIn .. ou, to 0." P> ... I~'. 

In .ddl,lo<>. h. wllll'...,.,..bly p • •• on _ '""', ... , ....... .,;J., '0 .. In •• 
wl>k b fo ll o .... Th. w.ltlon .. po." •• ",.n • • o.~ .. "PO'" b.in~ rono ••• d 
by Aml> ..... <lor ".,.Un • ...,fi"", II .. n« ... "y wMoh both f •• , '0 "'.~. _Hlv. ""'uti"" to on 0'_' Imp"",.lblo prob"''', !n .. y J""B,"en'. bo.h 
"ene .. ' Woyond.nd , ... 1> .. ..-.. .I ... ~n .... ' fee, eono""''''''' '" ..-In"'n 
0.. ' un- do' "'"",,",<>n ''''",do 'n .... floe. 04 ,..;Iv.r.l,y: .. y ~ ......... 
provld •• "",." p ... ; .. i.Hc b.lo"". 

Th" princlp.1 queoUon i • .., k.,k,," 'ho "VN <On .".vlvo I~ .h •• !>o., Io.m. 
WHh"", ."b."ntlol ... i,"nce fro .. 'M Unit"", S ...... ,do "'" 'kink ,he "VN 
wlU .... viv. untl! <h. end 04 April. Whl. 0 r.pld ..,'.ce"' ..... oJ koy weapon. 
by .h. Vnl,"" Sto'N. 'M .Itwoti .... coul" boo ...... ,""d until mid to 1 ... l.Ioy _ 
Thi. h. 01 ,"ur ••• und •• ,1,0 ... .....,""" <hot 'ho No .... V;r'"O""''' >rill use 
,h"l. "P1,octunitl ••. On" P"'"u, .1>.1. curren' .. ;\" .. , opo .. tI"". whU. 
' h"y onJ", a ve'Y ,,",clded -"v,n"lI" Tho IMelHK.n<e ot .1.. ,Imo 1\,1 • 
..u d.of .. d - oDd it I •• v .. y f ... "",vll4l .It"""on · in<ll<o'e' .h., ,1>0 t-IVA 
,. ,opldly .hifting •• m ... , ....... ..,.,0. to .... tn .. tn lho In.l~.tlv •. 
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I" Jroo ... y .... ,"" CVN I».d 13 dhri.lon. beloro ,he NV'" orr.".; ••. They 
..... h ..... only ~ <11.1 ........ pi ... fng-"to th., hO"" 1>«" wltl>dr ... " South 
f..- llIe "''''hem p",Y1nc ••. The .I~ au <lI~ .. Itl> tl> .... in I.Im.UV 
R .. lon (MR.) III. on 1M .... 1" "pp,,-,h ... to 501&01>. on<l th .... In I.IR N. 
<leI."dl .. & llIe D.,to. Alialn01 thi. ,he North VI.",.m_ have 110 dlv,.t<>no 
In 'he no.tl>e." P"""...ou ."d u '''''.111' """"0 •• nd on .ddlUonol dih, 
In llIe oou'h. for ....... , of ". Atloln In ._. , ....... ''''' •• U" of <»ml»., Iort .. 
10 abou' J" .'.1 .... ,ho Sou'h Vi . "' ........ 

The NYA hov •• n U'n' of (,00 So>1., 0. Chln' ''-provtdod ,.,,110: .h. ARVN 
hO"e ~nlv • II",. ov ••• hundrO<llef, In ,hel .... '1 .... Invonto.y. Th. NYA 
m . .. ouver b.tt.lIon. (.'Im • • M I"I. ",ry) are . uppor'ed by od6qu" • 
.. 1l11e.y. and h,ve do ... " .. " •• d .hnl,. '0 u •• ,h.,. fo.e .. '" con"o .. Ho .. oI 
wada • • '" a hlljhly prol ... lo ... 1 manne., Thor h .ve ..... 'han acl"'l u", 
. .. ",un,II"" Il<><k. to oUPP<>" conhnuecl off ... o'". action ,,, a linal '~nd""io ... 

TIl< NY'" "" .... In Mllhly d;«'pllnod In ,hel, """ .. tiona. In .pl .. 01 'he 
,0101l •• IV obor. , .. ,,,ing p ... ,od foy..,..., of thel. <"pIM."",,, ... Tholr «>""".nd 
and .on,roll •• xc.lIen" pe<mltting ,II ... ' 0 u" thaI. forc: ... ffoectlvdy In 
olf ..... I¥. oper.tlon •. 

The NYA or. ope •• tlng" m!lH .. y unit •. with ,he,. fommo. In No.,h v;., ... ", '.' --' 
In con ....... 'ho ARVN ..... concerne<l . bou' ,he lu.u .... 01 'h'lr fa..,III ••.• nd 
wh." fI~lI~ni 'n ..... ",h«. ,II" I'mille. or. Ioe .. <>d may bo oxpoe'O<l to 
pl.c. ~,"a ..... mph .. l. on 1.",lly "'ponololllly over .upon.lbm" •• to. 
Oovornmo,,' whIch ..,.y "'" be able to p.otoe, .h_ I.mllll ••. 1 b<1;.v. "';. 
one f •• IO., mora ,h.n 'ny o,h" •.• "plol". ,h. 'OU' In MR l .nd U, 1'k. 
NY Alia .... "'nnor outlook , ... hll~ tl>e AR"N hov o • d.I .. " .. phllo_hy. 

Whh thlo •• a I~"',"I bukilCOUDd, 1<10 _, think "'at ,"" AlWN will". 
.bl. to ou.tol". dolo".., of ,h. <o ... lnl"8 h.1I 01 Sou'" Vi ........ - unl .... ,b. 
North "le""T ' u <10 not pna. that. adnntoa., .nd p~T",,' tho G"N li ... '0 
.ebulld 'heir ar .. y, Tho p.obab;[itJ of ,hi. I •• 0"" ..... , .In«> IDlemi""'o 
Indln_ ,1»., , ... SVII a,.. _"11 to uploU ..... ~ ... , 

Given ,1_ to .. build ,""I. 10« ..... _Ulnc<lln o.. ... rol W., ... d' • 
• _,. and .. "II "'Iu'p"",n' ODd auppU •• p...".,-1docl by a .uppl_.nta! bill 
lor $lU mIllion I" ICY 191~. 'he GVN woul<l pr<obobly bo .ble '" defmd , .... 
• od .... ocll."" ........ pocl.lIy """.Idoennl ,he r«J .... od IIno. 01 <ommun!ca
tlon and 'ho .dv.m •••• of In,.no' line. In. conve"tlo"al ..... ' Thl. would 
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'~qul'< doublin~ ,hoi, ... et. in ~ r ot..tiv, ly _ho" perioo. U I. h ll/hly imp,ob.b!o 
th ot t ho NV A ",m p~u •• ;n their <u"~,,t ope .. Ucn. lon~ o""u~h !or tM. ro 
o'g.nl .. tion ~n~ "build;ng of ARVN to ~~ ,ccompl!.hed . I, I. mo,o ,. • • ""-
.hl. to ... u",~ 'h~' ,h. t<ortb Vieln'meO< ~lll uO< tholr tot~l •••• '" ~pp".."tly 
h~ving ."tlered liltle da ... ~e in 'hoir cQn~u ... o f MR J ~nd MR 11 - ", m';n"']" 
,hel, inl,i.Uve .• and to . eek . np;d rnHiary .<iluhon . 

I h .... e talhd~, .om. l<ngt" wHIt ~' .u<en."' Gene,,] To.on. the ARVN 
cOmm~nd<r in MR III (bued on h~v;ng oper.ted •• ~ 'e.'" wh~" he w" com ... nd
ins ,h. 2d ARVN Di"';.;on in 1961. We exel"njl~d vIews u old ooldle" , 
h~ving ,h~""d ""Peri.nee. In fijlhUnjl" common cnerny In th~ pu'). Thi. 
is tho mon who will b. <h"g~d with fighhoi .h~ d<c I.;v~ b •• Ue' in Mf'- m . 
• nd hi. v i.ws would oppe"' '" b. ~ey In o ny iudimen'. and * , e Indeed 
key '0 my op inion' ~"Pre .. ed In .hI. pape, . 

In re.ponse '" que.Hon. on wh • • he en vislon.d a. the Immodi ••• 
lu,u"e. G<n~"" L T <»n briefed me On hI, Intdligenc<. hi. dl'pooi1;on •• 
• nd lnwe>1.d that hl. pl>n. w~ro '0 dr/end ;n pi", w ith h i. for, .. 
di.poS~'s they now are J .. ked If h. h~d <on .id .... d wi\hd"w.1 
of tho 25th ARVN Di"'; .;on from tho 'r oy !"ino areo. ~~ to. 18n, from 
'he north ... , oppr","ch. , '" ilion Hoo.-Lon~ Binh - Salion •• nd wh.I 
h i. p l.n • .,Iib' be. H< .. ld 'here we>~ no p lan . I(>!" wi1hduw.! • 
• nd «!<e .. ted hi. in'ent to flaht in pl><e · '0 'he 10" drOp 01 blood 
ond .h. I .. , bullet. ' 

I .. k.d hi. view' on h i. <.p~b;lity to cepe with tIt. ,1 ... , d~velop
Injl fro m 'h~ oo"h. H< ! ndi.oted 'hot h •• lorce. COn h.nd le the 
c><l .<ln~ cn~",y In MR Ill, and could p,ob.bly ""Pe wllh . n oddiH"n.l 
~'VA mv!.ion .. won . Howeve,. he point~ ou' .h .. mon th ' n on. 
more NVA d;vi,;on would po .. ' ,uious probl.m • . ' 

ln "'pon • • '" m)' que.tion on who,"~ oon ,icl"od ,h. """'t .~r;ou. 
>spec, of 'he eoemy ,h,,,,.,,. h~ oUed 'he .o",~ined or.,. ... " . of 
>"mo'. ".lllery .nd inl.n'ry . Th. ene"Y e'poblli.y '0 use hi. 
>"ti llery ef/""tiv~ly h •••• und ",.jor p,oblem., bu' """ ... 1 Too.n 
• • .., 'he p,ime n, ••• , •• 'he NVA ,""""". H~ de.ire •• d~"i "".l ... "h 
'0 eou~'er .M. 'hre"" bu' We d id no. dis.u •• 'he e1fe<tlve,,~ •• of 
TDW .~'I-t'nk ml •• Ueo m¢un.ed o)n Mlll armored p~r_",e] <'rTi~"" 
• •• n oU"n"iv~. (lla .. r de'ccmlned independenlly th., the AI\V!" 
h,ve .ulfiden' TOW launche ... on d MIll cnrier. to uoe .he ' wo ",&etl,e" 
• • • n .rl.<~v. mili .... y tool . ond 'hot 'hoy h~d developed 100.1 
od~ptions to mo>unt TOW on tho <u r i ... Hown." 'he <Orr ; .. O . nd 
TOW ..... ocott."..d 'h '""gh ARVN un"_. ~nd ,h. prob~"nity of ~ 
wilhdrowol .nd refl,""!! ;.Iow . ) 



- , -
He ind'«",d 'hot he ,,«dod addWo".l t.cti"l mobility , a nd w;.h.d 
"'r .ddtion.l heliroptor • . llowcvcr, whila h.[; cop",r. """,ld be 
u • .,Iul. tho ' ''mmcn' mo . woU hav@ boen .purr~d by our u O<)Ci.tion, 
;n 1967, woon I .uppU ed heh_,e" .'.lH, a nd 8U".hlp cOv.r to hi. 
;:d ARVN Dlvi.on . 

I .. lkod .bout 'he p.-obl .... <>-.... d in .he northern provine .. b y 
the pee •• ne o 01 f .mi H •• of mHi .. r)· pH.on".1 ne .. ,h. tao"o.1 
pooitiono of the GVN foro ... . nd • • k,d if h. h.d .ny plan. to w;'h~".w 
,ne lam''' •• 'n 'he "",re exp~ .. d poo' " "'" to S"I!lon , He .. !d h. had 
"0 "o,h plan •.• nd 'hOI 'he« w .. not "oily ""Y pl>~" th., they could 
wlthd.aw 10 - o nd that the famiUe. would s tand <In pooltio" with hi • 
• oldiero. While r.O< vuy r.~h.ri " t hi. p.ob. h ly indic.",. the men,.l 
. " itudc whl,h ... HI be ev;d.nt ",hen the pTc .. ure incr ...... 

In ro. ponoe to qu .. tion. on '~~.ff«~ven~ .. of th. South Vi«".m ... 
Air For«, G.n~nl 'roan had 00 kind w"<d., 'ndi<a'in8 ,h_, 'he Air 
Foro. wo. ; ndf~cHv o , would no ' pro .. in on ,ug ... ;n . upport of 
'he ground fo"oo in H,,, 1.<. of ,nem y . ir d.!.,n .. " dropped '''eir 
bomb. from .x' •• m,ly "'gh a ltitude, .nd h.d even bom»ed Gene .. 1 
'fo.n '. own troop • •• contly , 

DI«",.io". on '''_ po!i ~ c.l .cen~ and hi ~h .. he.(\qu,",,,., we'. v"'Y 
ll mlt<d - Gener.l 'fo.n did "'" wan' '0 diseuos hi. vle ... s , Lu' 
."",.",,,d 1I1I",elf I n • fe'" ,IIQ<I prol. n. torrno , 

w. then d'ocu ... d ,h. probable . conuio for fu tu," ennt. in MR !II . Our 
vlow. <onold,d, exp«"n8' ma jor . ffort '0 i",,1.t< Toy Ninh .nd th o Z~'h 
ARYN Divl.;o n . s a p'i ... effor<. w;(11 a I><ge ,econd •• y ' '''01< townd ,h. 
Bien H",,-Lon~ Binh-S.I~"" oo",plo~ fro", 'he north ..... 

'fhi. wou ld p<ohably l.,..d to ••• p idly d, .intesrating ... dical ."u.,ion throu~h

Dut MR HI , .nd oould "igg~r a GYN effor t to . h ill. d ivi.io" nor,h from ,h. 
De ''', Howeve'. o"e divi" ~n w~u 'd "'" h>v, th •• dMd <~p.b""y to lend 
eo.1 " .bUl'y, .nd ' he v.<uum In the Del(. would <,u" , "",'e npid coll.p., 
'h",~ , 

S . illon w;U p,ob~b!y become a cit y ur.der .lege .. . Hry corly point in tim< -
p" .. 'bly ,h. lu t week ' n Apr il, 

em • • vont """" <ould .lt~r ,"~ . itu.tion in .Jl of tha r.m. in ing South Vi~tn.",o •• 
fore .. would he 'he r'1'J.«m.nt of Pr .. iden ( n ,.u. Thue i • • n.( biller -
n •••• gain" 'floi.u fo< ,h. rev" .. . in 'he north~rn pro"';n". , Correctly 
or no', 'fro.u •• ""'n8 blamed for tho mili .... y di ..... ro in MR I .nd II . 



M)' pe •• lml.ue vi,,,, I. , ~ .. ,ho," I. IInl. <ho Un lt.J 5 .. " . con <10 '" ol 'e' 
t he co~roo <Of lutyn . von .. in South VI.,na .. , obo" 01 rein,,",,<hKlion olU. S . 
";'1'_' In conol<k,obl. quoDIi', - OM! "V~D tho, p..."o"l, would not 11m. 
'he 11<10 on <he 1t'<>Und. 

AL .he""'" tI",o . tI." u. S. h .. bo." . _rol on d p"a .. o~e inle .... ln 
",okiD~ 0 m .. imum dlo," LO .. lvos. 'he . !tu.tion 'n V,o,nom, Ou, ecod'blli' y 
u On ally wlll t.. ..... u,.d by our .lIor .. In ,h. n.~' "' •• • • 'Dd. M\>olully. 
DOnth.o . Whll • • ho prob.bUlty <Of ou«eo ... oy t.. low. It 10 r ... ntlol .hot tho 
U. S, P"'J"-' 0 rk .. pl<lu,. of de .. , .. ln .. i"".., ... 101 ,Iw SoYth VI. "'0_. 
Thl. will lnau,"" th.o, tho QVN ..... _ .... "I .. d rh."". or ourvlvol. Ond .. ;n. 
"",, '_,"oU •• p"IOCi U. S. u odlbl!!t y w<>rldwld~. 

In . prullcol eon . . ... hll. w. mo, _ok <Ofplo M .. ,endi nll OVe' 0 p"ioti 
of .. v.", y,o" ... e Un occoP' 01 _ , ony ki .. d 010 Con,reooJernol fundlD';: 
",.omodotlcm .. hleh..,1lI ,lv. uO • hi, .. Ou',e now. ,"Ithou, rOj>ld r""dln,;: ;n 
'''''' obo" lOr .. """0 10 ..... prob.I>lIIty 01 0 Ion" to ... lurnr<. ond ev"," ..,;t!> 
• lor¥. opproprlotlon . the probobllh, 0 ' .. e ving 0 probl"", '0 b. t<>noorn.d 
. bou' by the b<~inn!ni 01 FY 1976 moy b. only ..,odo.,I •• 

F;nolly. ,h. ovoo~. UOft of TOlulle"" could .... 11' Krow 10 0 motte. 01 mliliODS 
cl_l •. ThI. t. ban, oddr-H_ oope"',,] " 

A. T.b A I. 0 d"f, ofGo"" .. 1 Woy. nd 'o ,.".,.-t. 

1'6f ~l!e!\l!'J' - CDS 


	750405a
	750405b
	750405c
	750405d
	750405e



