
BICENTENNIAL 
WAGON TRAIN 

PILGRIMAGE 
to Pennsylvania 

The chronicle of the wagon train is the story 
of infant America. 

Early in the eighteenth century, settlers 
began moving inland. An endless procession 
of covered wagons loaded with household 
goods and supplies headed westward. 

The wagons scaled the Allegheny Moun
tains. Made trails through the broad western 
plains. Followed primitive Indian paths 
through valleys and mountain gaps. Wher
ever possible they took advantage of natural 
water-ways by floating on rafts and river 
boats. The wagons followed the trail to op
portunity and opportunity made America 
great. 

Outriders and scouts foraged from the 
wagon trains seeking fresh water, green pas
tures and fertile grounds. Occasionally, a 
wagoneer would leave the train to build a 
homestead for his family. These primitive log 
homes became way stations for other wagon 
trains. Soon they grew into outposts ... 
Villages. And finally full grown Com
munities. 

The settlers were drawn by a compelling 
belief in the inalienable rights of man, of lib
erty, of justice, and of freedom-the princi
ples upon which our nation was founded. -
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As an appropriate tribute to the Nation's 
200th anniversary, we will roll the wagons 
once more. 

Once more we'll take to the wagon trails. 
But this time we'll head Eastward. 

Back to the Cradle of Liberty. A pilgrimage 
to the birthplace of the nation. To rededicate 
the faith of the nation's citizens to the same 
principles which inspired their forefathers. 

Briefly, the Bicentennial Wagon Train Pil
grimage to Pennsylvania is a replay of history 
-in reverse. A train of covered wagons 
-one wagon for each State-will cross the 
country, west to east, adhering as closely as 
possible to historic trails and wagon routes. 

With the cooperation of the ARBA, the 
Wagon Train Pilgrimage will be offered to all 
officially designated Bicentennial Com
munities as an element for their Bicentennial 
celebration. 

The Pilgrimage will serve as the cohesive 
thread for the Bicentennial Communities. 

Volunteers from the North American Trail 
Ride Conference and local riding groups will 
serve the wagon train as mounted escorts and 
outriders. These "Pony Express" riders will 
branch out from the State Wagons to reach 
communities not on the main trails. 

The outriders will bring back scrolls from 
each Bicentennial Community signed by the 
citizens reaffirming their belief in the princi
ples upon which this nation was founded. 

The State covered wagon will tour its 
state from the State Capital to a junction..: 
point with the National Wagon Train. It will 
stop in cities, towns, and hamlets to receive 
the signed scrolls ... the rededication of faith 
in America. 

While enroute, the State wagon will inspire 
historic ceremonies. Schedule permitting, it 
could join parades, visit State Parks, shrines, 
fairs and civic events. 

Eventually the State wagon will join Bicen
tennial Wagons from other States in a mas
sive Pilgrimage to our Nation's birthplace 
where the signed scrolls will be enshrined. 

The Bicentennial Wagon Train Pilgrimage 
is a program that reaches out to all the people 
of the Nation. One that involves everyone in 
a dramatic display of democracy in action. It 
is an event which will be remembered as the 
peoples' celebration of the Nation's 200th 
birthday. 

An exceptional, exciting adventure. 

The Bicentennial Wagon Train Pilgrimage 
will be one continuous exciting event. 

Every day on the road and every night 
camping in local park sites and in National 
Parks, the wagoneers will host the people of 
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America. Local wagon and carriage groups, 
riding clubs, youth organizations will be in
vited to join the Wagon Train during the 
period of its approach to and departure from 
the outskirts of any community. 

Spectators will be welcome to view the 
ritual of encamping, watering, feeding and 
grooming the teams of horses. Those who 
wish will share a meal with the wagoneers. 

The signed Pilgrimage scrolls will be ac
cepted by the Wagon Master with appro
priate ceremony. 

The entertainment around the campfire 
will be reciprocal. School bands, local glee 
clubs will be invited to perform. Weather and 
scheduling permitting, the Wagoneers will 
put on a stirring musical performance com
posed specially for the Wagon Train Pilgrim
age. The evening will conclude with campfire 
sing-alongs and CO\lntry hoedowns. 

Since the announcement of the Wagon Train 
Pilgrimage, a great number of school children 
have asked how they can be a part of the 
program. School teachers have viewed the 
Pilgrimage as an ideal method of dramatizing 
the early history of our Nation. These re
quests have inspired the beginning of an edu
cational study unit based on the Colonization 
and Pioneering periods of American history. 
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The Wagon Train Pilgrimage provides an 
opportunity to direct attention of local 
schools to the heritage of each Bicentennial 
Community. A wards will be presented to 
school children for outstanding essays on 
their local forefathers who pioneered the 
paths through the wilderness during the 
founding days of our country. 

To further perpetuate the impact of the 
national Wagon Train Pilgrimage, the his
toric trails used by the wagons will be marked 
with small roadside plaques. Several West
ern States have applied for Federal funding to 
designate these pioneering roadways as Na
tional shrines and parks. 

The Bicentennial Wagon Train Pilgrimage 
will terminate on July 4, 1976 at Valley Forge 
Park in Pennsylvania. It will encamp there for 
two months during the height of the Bicen
tennial celebration. Millions of people are 
expected to visit the park during the period. 
They will be invited to join the wagoneers for 
the daily and evening activities. 

The North American Trail Ride Confer
ence, whose volunteers serve as outriders for 
the Wagon Train, plan a coast to coast Pony 
Express relay timed to arrive at Valley Forge 
simultaneously with the arrival of the Na
tional Wagon Train. 

Logistics 

Each State will be supplied with: an authentic 
covered wagon-altered somewhat to with
stand the rigors of modern road beds; two 
teams of horses and relief horses; harnesses, 
and all necessary hitching equipment; a sta
tion wagon and house trailer; and uniforms 
for the State's W agoneers. 

Each State will be asked only to supply the 
Wagoneers to represent the State during the 
six-month Pilgrimage. Preliminary research 
indicates that these crews will be readily av
ailable as volunteers from carriage, wagon, 
and horsemen associations or farm groups. 

The national Wagon Train Pilgrimage will 
be conducted in five separate segments, each 
segment funneling into the main wagon train 
heading Eastward. They will follow as 
closely as possible such well-known historic 
routes as the Oregon and California Trails, 
Gila, Mormon, Santa Fe, Old Spanish, 
Natchez Trace, Wilderness, Old Post and, of 
course, the famous wagon road, Lancaster 
Pike. These routes will be cleared in advance 
with the necessary authorities. 

Each segment leaves on a different sched
ule after July 1, 1975 to arrive in Valley Forge 
by July 4, 1976 (see attached map). 

Cooperation and support of statewide 
horsemen, wagon and carriage groups will 
provide maintenance and care for the wagons 
and the horses while on the trail. 

Each of the five Wagon Train segments will 
be operated by a Wagon Master and two as
sistants, a public relations professional, an 
activities director, and a staff of six. 

The Bicentennial Wagon Train Pilgrimage 
program will be conducted with the complete 
support and cooperation of the American 
Revolution Bicentennial Administration, the· 
Federal Bicentennial coordinating organiza
tion. 

Financing and Budget 

The Bicentennial Commission of the Com
monwealth of Pennsylvania has provided the 
initial funding to establish viability of the 
program and to complete its initial stages. 
The balance of the funds will be secured 
through sponsorship of business and indus
try. 

American Revolution 
Bicentennial Administration 

"The only truly national coverage program 
that we have exclusive of television media 
possibilities is the Bicentennial Wagon Train 
Pilgrimage to Pennsylvania-this program 
goes to the people, really physically, 
geographically goes to the people! The 
Wagon Train goes through every State, and 
every State will have its own wagon. The 
Trail Riders (the Scroll Outriders) are also 
going to cover every official Bicentennial 
Community in each State. They will actually, 
on behalf of the Wagon Train Pilgrimage, 
make a statewide horseback relay ride which 
will pick up the scrolls from each commu
nity-every official Bicentennial Community 
-for deposit, if you will, in the State Wagon 
for subsequent later display in Valley Forge. 

"There are now 2,000 and will be more than 
4,000 official Bicentennial Communities by 
1976. Each Community has a Bicentennial 
Committee so that each one must have some 
form of ORGANIZED Bicentennial activity. 
But there is no national cohesive thread! 

"The Wagon Train fills that need
together with the Trail Riders. The big thrust 
of the Wagon Train is the nationwide geo
graphic coverage. The Bicentennial Wagon 
Train Pilgrimage thrust is matched only by 
the population of the Bicentennial Com
munities. Now that is a reaching of partici
pants and spectators. From a participation 
standpoint you will reach every group that is 
doing something in every community that has 
a Bicentennial Committee. You will have 
these people actually participating in greeting 
the Wagon Train when it comes into that 
particular town and being involved with the 
Wagon Train. The Wagon Train Pilgrimage 
will have the largest nationwide coverage 
during the Bicentennial year." 



So your children can tell 
their children. 
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