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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRNHEN'fATIVES 

,JANUARY 4,1965 

Mr. CELLER introduced the following joint resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary 

MARCH 24, 1965 

Reported with an amendment, referred to the House Calendar, and ordered to 
be printed 

[Strike out all after the resolving clause anl1 insert the part printel1 in italic) 

JOINT RESOLUTION 
Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United 

States relating to succession to the Presidency and Vice 

Presidency and to cases where the President is unable to 

discharge the powers and duties of his office. 

1 Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 

2 of the United States of America in Congress assembled (two-

3 thirds of each House concurring therein), ~ the foHowiBg 

4 miele is pFoposea ftS ft;ft tllBeH:dmeHt t6 the CoH:stitHtiOH: ffi 

5 the UH:itea States, ~.vhieh slmll be ¥tllid te all iHteH:ts ftftd. 

6 pw-poses as paFt sf the CoHstitHtioH: wheH Fatmea hy the 

7 legislatHFes sf tfifee foHFths ef the seveml States withiB 

8 Be¥eB: YetH'S ffflm the flate ef its stllimissioH fi1 the CoHgi'ess s 

VI-0 

• 



• 

2 

1 '' ~\B':i?IOL:E! -

2 !!SHO':I?ION ±: lft ease ei ~ reme¥a:l ei ~ PFesideBt 

3 &:em efiiee er ei his de&th er resigBtttieB, the ¥tee PFesideBt 
. . 

4 shall beeeme P1·esideBt. 

5 

6 the ¥iee PFesideBt, tfle PresideBt sBa:ll Belflitutte a ¥tee 

7 PFesideBt whe shall take 6ftiee tif*ffi e<>Bfirfl:latien by a fftft-

8 jeFity ¥etc ei beth Hoases ei CoBgye_.~ 

9 

10 is aB&hle ~ disehMge the powefs &Btl daties ei his of:Iiee, 

11 stteh poweFS &Btl daties shftll he discharged by ~ ¥iee 

12 PPesideBt ttS ~\etiBg PFesideBt. 

13 

14 ¥iee Pt·esideBt with the writteB eoBeiD't'eBee ei a majority 

15 ef. the hett.tlft ei the exee1:1tive depMt,meB~ eF ~ ~ betly 

16 as CoBgyess mar ey l-8,w pPovif:le., ~ffiBSIBits to the CtHt~ess 
17 his WFitteB d~elMattoB th&t ~ PresideBt is l:lflahle ~ ftis.-

18 ehMge ~ poweFs &Bd daties ei his ofliee, ~ ¥iee PFeeidem 

19 shall i:mtaediately ftSSlillle ~ powers w daties ei the efiiee 

20 ftB AetiBg President. 

21 "S:so. 9.. WheBever .tfte PresideBt tffmSIBits ~ ~ (joo.. 

3 

1 CoBgyess fBtbY by l-8JW pFevide, tmBsmits withiB ~ days 

2 ~ .tfte CeBgpess his wri:tteB deelft:PfttieB ~ ~ PPesideBt 

3 is aB&hle ~ disehapge the poweFs &Bd daties ef. his eifiee. 

4 TheFeapeB CoBg¥ess shtHl i.HuBediately deeide ~ ~ Il 

5 .tfte CoBgpess detefHlines hy t7NO thirds ¥etc ei be-th lloases 

6 thai the I!Fesioom is l:lflahle to disehMge .tfte powers 8lJ:Ml 

7 duties ei ~ offiee, .tfte ¥fee PFesident slmll eoHtiBae to dis-

8 ehMge .tfte Sttme as AetiBg PFesideBt ; otherwise .tfte l?fesi 

9 deBt shall Fes'IHfte the powefll ftfHl daties ei his offiee." 

10 That the following article is proposed aB an amendment 

11 to the ·Constitution of the United States, which shall be valid 

12 .to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitution when 

13 ratified by the legislatures of three-fourth.fl of the several States 

14 within seven years from the date of its submission by the 

15 Congress: 

16 "ARTICLE-

17 "SECTION 1. In case of the removal of the President 

18 from office or of hi.~ death or resignati,on, the Vice President 

1 tvlu.il ~ l' tJ. 19 shall become President_; ~ &; UM 
viu- f~. 

"SEc. 2. Whenever there ·i.s a vacancy in the office of 
~ fh tiN 1-4 I I · 

the Vice Preside:nt, t.he P'resident shall nominate ~~ Vice 

'f 

~ ~ (]\,tJ nu. ---tw~~· ~ '!~A · ~ 
President w~ shall take office upon confirmation by a rna;.. ~ , 

jority vo<!f bo~It'o'=;;t Coogress. · 
1 

24 "SEc. 3. Whenever the Pre8ident transmifB to ·the Presi-

25 dent pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the Hou8e 



• 

4 

1 of Repre.{]entatives his written declaration that ht) is unable 

2 to di:mharge the power.{] and duties of his office, and until he 

3 transmits a written declaration to the contrar·y, such powe1'8 

4 and duties .~hall be discharged by the Vice Pre.rrident as 

5 A ctinrJ President. 

6 "SEo. 4. Whenever the Vice President and a majority 

7 of the principal officers of the executive departments, or such 

8 other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit to the 

9 President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the 

10 House of Representatives their written declaration that the 

11 President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his 

12 office, the Vice President shall immediately assume the powers 

13 and duties of the office as Acting President. 

14 "Thereafter, when the President transmits to the Presi-

15 dent pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House 

16 of Representatives his written declaration that rw inability 

17 exists, he shall resum·e the powers and duties of his office 
ro~ ~ '"§J t 1:. ... v 

18 unless tHe Vice President and a majority of the principal 

19 officers of the executive departments, or such other body as 
~- .... 

L 20 Congress may by law provide, transmit within two days to 

21 the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of 

22 the House of RepreSentatives their written declaration that 

23 the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties 

24 of his office. Thereupon Congress shall decide the issue, 

25 immediately assembling for that purpose if not in session. If 

5 

1 the Congress, 'Within ten days after the receipt of the written 

2 declaration of the Vice President and a majority of the prin-

3 cipal officers of the executive departments, or such other body 

4 as Co:pr.:~£~ by law provide, determines by two-thirds 

5 vote ~/&::ih 11 o'uses )hat the President is unable to discharge the 

6 powers and duties of the office, the Vice President shall con-

7 tinue to discharge the same as Acting President; otherwise. 

8 the President shall resume the powers and duties of his office." 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of 

the United States relating to suooession to 
the Presidency and Vice Presidency and to 
cases where the President is unable to dis­
charge the powers and duties of his office. 

By Mr. CELLER 

J.UroABT 4, 1965 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

MABCB 24,1965 

Reported with an amendment, referred to the Bouse 
Calendar, and ordered to be printed • 


