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January 6, 1964 

Mr. Frank K. Clew 
1322 Elliott, S. I. 
Grand Rapids 7, Htchige 

D.tar Frek, 

Aa always it is 'iD nderful to hear from you and as you know many 
Americana tncl udi meal> era of the Congress are cone rned out the 

· present law regarding succession •B the Jreaidoncy. 

The problem of wh t er an 1 ctiv or an appointed official should 
succeed to th Presidency tn case of the death of both the tdent 

L 

4nd Vice Presid t i8 an import t ona. or many years, as you know, 
the Seer tary of State was next in lin • ome years ago !t a 
changed because it was felt that an official who bad been elect d in 
s capacity should succeed and th p or and the Prestd nt ro Tem 
were placed before the Sec~ry of State. 

A number of r cent propoals have called for an election of a ice 
President by th Co~l'esa meeting jointly or each house separately. 

In addition to this particular probl another serious one involving 
the Presidency is what to do in case the President is incapacitated 
bpt r ina alive. I think the Co ress ought to take constructiv 
action this area 48 soon as po sible. 

Warmest personal r gards. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald a. Ford, M.c • 
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~ -rJFRANK K. GLEW 
1322 Elliott, SE 
Grand Rapids 7, Mich. 

Dec . 19 , 1963 
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1
Can anyth"ng be done by LAW or 

I
,YOTE cone rning succession to the 

;"Presidency in case of further 
&I accidents? Frankly , the Speaker 

of the House indeed would not fulfill 

this crucial job at all---and many of 

us wonder what could be done to ~~ put 
successorship in the hnads of a 

younger , stronger man for this top 

post • . 

I write frankly to you because YOU are 
a friend and our personal tie to moves 
in .vital Washington . These are grave 
days calling for every "natural" facet 

of leadership . 
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Sincerely , as ever , 
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