
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA SHI NG T ON 

March 10. 1975 

M EMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

VIA: DON RUMSFELD 

FROM: RON NESSEN 


SOl11e tinl.e ago I lllentionecl to you a request f ron1 Bob Woodward and 
Carl Bernstein, the investigative reporters of the Washington Post v\'ho 
developed the '\,y-atergate story, to inter v iew you off -the-record for their 
orthcOl l.ir-g b o ok on the last days of the Nixon A(11 :rinistr a tion. They 

have tall ed to rnany o£ the personalities i n v olve d i1 . t hose last days 
totally off- he-record and not for quotation or attribution. T h ey \'vould 
very nruch l' ke to talk to you on this sante basis to learn of your n.ernories 
of those days. In the book none of what you te ll them. would be attr i buted 
to you by nal le. 

The initial decision you nlade on this was not to do it. 

,\V o o d\'..-ard and Bel.·nstein are cmning i n to see Die on Saturday t o inlo rITlally 
g iv e rne a progress r port, at their request , on what they have learned 
in thei r re.search . T e y have a ready indicated to Dle that they have 
learne d nothing which casts any doubt on your role in those las t clays 
a s i t ha s already been publicly reported. 

I aJTl ot urging you to reconsider your earlier decision not :0 talk t o 
W oodward and Bernstein, but their visit to l1'le on Sat urda y gives you a 
opportunity t o revie\;v the se 0 tions. 

I don 't wane to see \Vooclward a nd 13 rn s-ein. . 

You can bring then. in for a tiho r courte s y c all 
while they a r he e Oll Saturday but 1':.0 int "!: vi \'. 

You can bring thenl. : n t o see 1l.1e when they are here 
Satu rday and I will answ'er t11"' i questions o££-the-r ~co rd 
for 30 lltinute s. 


I will do an o Cf-the -recor i tervie w , lith \.V oodward and 

Bel' .s te in but at a late r date . nat thi Saturday. 



