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IN THE HOUSE OE, UEPR}1]HEN'fA'fiVES 

,JANUARY 4, 1965 

Mr. CELLm introduced the following joint resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary 

lfARCH 24, 1965 

Reported with an amendment, referred to the House Calendar, and ordered to 
be printed 

[Strike out all after the resolving clause and insert the part printed in italic) 

JOINT RESOLUTION 
Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United 

States relating to succession to the Presidency and Vice 

Presidency and to cases where the President is tmable to 

discharge the powers and duties of his office. 

1 Resolved by the Se-nate and House of Representatives 

2 of the United States of America in Congress WJBembled (two-

3 thirds of each House concur·ring therein), ~ the followiBg 

4 artiele is proposed as tMt ameadmeat te the Goastitatioa 6f 

5 the· Uaited 8taies, "i\rftich shall tie ¥ftlift te all iBtcBis a:a& 

6 pftl'JlOSes as fH1;fi ef the Goostitatioa wheft ratified ey the 

7 legislatH:l'es ef three foarihs ef the sevenU: States witltiB 

8 sevea yeMS H:om the date 6f its St:J:hmissioa ey the Coagress s 

VI-0 



• 

1 

2 

2 

"!\: :1. R':FIOLH -

~O':FION -h In ease et the remo¥al et the PFesident 

3 ffffln eiiee & et his death & l:'esignation, the ¥ice PFesident 

4 shall beeoff.l:e President. 

5 "SHe. ih Whenever theFe is a ¥aeaney in the 6ffiee ffi 

6 the ¥ice PFesident, the PFesident shftD nominate a ¥ice 

7 PFesident whe shall tft.ke eiiee 1:1:pfflt confirmation by a ffl8r 

8 jeflty ¥ete et beth Ho1:1:ses et Congre.$JJ~ 

9 ~&. &- .If the Pl'esident deelaFes in wri-ting that he 

10 is 1:1:nable te disehftl'ge the povfel's and tffities et his office 
' 

11 Sl:1:Ch powers and d1:1:ties shall be discharged by the ¥ice 

12 PFesident as ... \eting PFesident. 

13 "SHe-. 4.- Y the President dees net S6 deelftil'e, and the 

14 ¥iee P1·esident with the written eonCl:ll'l'enee et a ffiajority 

15 et the hett.dR et the executive depaFtmentA 6f ~ ethff :ooey 
16 as Congress fflf:tY ey l&w provide, traB:sffiits te the Co~gFess 

17 his written deelaFation that the President is unable te ftis-

18 ehMge the powers and dl:lties et his ~e, t;he ¥ice &esident 

19 shall immediately assume the poweFs and dl:lties et the eiiee 

20 as Acting &esideB-t. 

21 "SHe. ~ JNheneveF the PFesident tl'ansffiits te the Goft-

22 gress his written deelftf'tl;t;ioo tlmt ft6 inability exists, he shall 

23 Fesl:llfle the poweFS and dl:lties et his efiiee trnless the ¥ice 

24 PFesident, with the written eonel:lffenee eta majority et the 

25 heads et the exeCl:ltwe depaFttnents 61' such ethel Detiy 818 

3 

1 Congress ffffilY by law pFovide, tl'aB:Sffiits within twe 6ays 

2 ~ the Congress his written deelamtion thtHi t;he PFesident 

3 is 1:1:nable ~ disehftil'ge the poweFs and dl:lties et his oiiee. 

4 TheFeupon Congress shall immediately deeide the issfte.: If 

5 ~ Congress determines hy two thil'ds -¥ete et beotih: 1Io1:1:ses 

6 that ~ ~eent is unable te disehftl'ge the poweFs and 

7 duties et the office, the ¥iee PFesident shall continue ~dis-

8 ehftil'ge the Stlifle as Acting &esident ; otheFwise the PFesi 

9 dent shall Fesuffie the poweFs and dl:lties et his office." 

10 That the following article is proposed as an amendment 

11 to the Constitution of the United States, which shall be valid 

12 to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitution when 

13 ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States 

14 within seven years from the date of its submission by the 

15 Congress: 

16 

17 

"ARTICLE-

"SECTION 1. In case of the removal of the President 

18 from office or of his death or resignation, the Vice President . 

19 shall become President ~ev ~h1 WJ.l ~-~ 'l~- ~ . [) ' / ~--~ ) 

vvv-r~· 
, 20 "SEC. 2. Whenever ~ere 'Ls a vacancy in the office of • 

~~ . . ~Wv 'b HJJ ~'6 4~l-JfvrdW t,~ 
12

, ~ 1~1 the Vwe Presidtrnt, Jhe .President shall n_ominate a Vipe .~ . , 
\\""- cf f.l ~ ~ trtu M-v;) t b-v.r -{+r ~ ,&ata-y.u '!. ~ ~L tA~~ 

22 PreB'tdent who shall take office upon confirmation by a ma- ,1;;· .o. ~ , W,_ t_tJ.,<A!; v ·-'C-1 I r 
23 . . /r. b h H #·-"'" :J IA.J.,(,£~.1 LJ JOrtty vot\of ot ouses f Congress. · · · 

24 "SEC. 3. Whenever the Prm~ident transmits to the Presi-

25 dent pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House 



• 

4 

1 of Representatives his written declrn·ation that hr) i8 unable 

2 to di'lcharge the powers and duties of hi..'l office, and until he 

3 transmits a written declaration to the contrm·y, s1wh powm·.-; 

4 and duties .'!hall be discharged by the Vice President as 

5 Actin,q .President. 

6 "SEc. 4. Whenever the Vice President and a majority 

7 of the principal officers of the executive departments, or such 

8 other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit to the 

9 President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the 

10 House of Representatives their written declaration that the 

11 President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his 

12 office, the Vice President shall immediat·ely assume the powers 

13 and duties of the office as Acting President. 

14 "Thereafter, when the President transmits to the Presi-

15 dent pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House 

16 of Representatives his written declaration that no inability 

17 ~ts, he shall resy,me the powers and duties of his office 

18 unles~ ~~~dent and a majority of the principal 

19 officers of the executive departments, or such other body as .. 
\})' fl ;p,} 
n .. \~JJ~ fV'J./ 20 

?.'~ 21 

$1.wv l/t•f fAn,/ 
Congress may by law provide, !:!:!:'1!.§1T}it within-A two dalJ.!...~. 

the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of 

' ?, ~1 \ 22 the House of Representatives their written declaration that 

~ tC elY'( · 23 the President is unable to discharge the powers ·and duties 

v- 24 of his office. Thereupon Congress shall decide the issue, 

25 immediately assembling for that purpose if not in session. If 

5 

1 the Congress, within ten days after the receipt of the written 

2 declaration of the Vice President and a majority of the prin-

3 cipal officers of the executive departments, or such other body 

4 as CoT~~~ by law provide, determines by two-thirds 

5 vote ~/&:/ih 11 omes)hat the President is unable to discharge the 

6 powers and duties of the office, the Vice President shall con-

7 tinue to discharge the same as Acting President; otherwise. 

8 the President shall resume the powers and duties of his office." 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 
Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of 

the United States relating to suocession to 
the Presidency and Vice Presidency and to 
cases where the President is unable to dis­
charge the powers and duties of his office. 

By Mr. CELLER 

JANUABY 4, 1965 

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 

MABCH 24, 1965 

Deported with an amendment, referred to the Bouse 
Calendar, and ordered to be printed 




