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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JANUARY 4, 1965
Mr. Cerier introduced the following joint resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on the Judiciary
MarcH 24, 1965
Reported with an amendment, referred to the House Calendar, and ordered to
be printed

[Strike out all after the resolving clause and insert the part printed in italic]

JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United
States relating to succession to the Presidency and Vice
Presidency and to cases where the President is unable to

discharge the powers and duties of his office.

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled (two-
thirds of each House concurring therein), That the foewing
artiele is propesed as an amendwent to the Constitution of
the United States; which shall be valid to sl intents and
purpeses as part of the Constitution when ratified by the
legislatures of threefourths of the several States within
seven years from the date of its submissien by the Congress:
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“ARTFreEH —

“Snerron 1- In ease of the removal of the President
from office or of his death or resignation; the Viee President

“Sre. 2. Whenever there is & veeaney in the offiee of
the Viee President; the President shall neminate & Vdiee
President who shall take office upon eonfirmation by & me-
jority vote of both Houses of Congress:

“Sme. 3. I the President declares in writing thes he
is unable to diseharge the powers and duties of his offiee;
sueh powers and duties shall be discharged by the Vdee
President as Aeting President:

“Spe. 4. It the President dees not so deelare; and the
Viee President with the written eonecurrenee of & majority
65 Congress muy by Jow provide; transmits to the Congress
his written deelaration thet the President is unable to dis-
eharge the powers and duties of his offiee; the Viee President
shell immediately assame the powers and duties of the offiee

“Sre: 6. Whenever the President transmits to the Con-
gress his writhen deelaration that no inebility exists; he shall
resume the powers and duties of his offiee unless the Viee
Pfesiéenﬁ%éﬁhthem%eneeﬁe&ﬁeﬁeeef&m&jeﬁ%yeﬂhe
hends of the exzeeutive departments or sieh other body as
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Gongross may by Jow provide; tranmits within two days
to the Cengress his written deelaration that the President
is unable to diseharge the powers and duties of his effiee:
the Congress determines by two-thirds veote of beth Hoeuses
that the President is unable to discharge the pewers and
duties of the offiee; the Viee President shall eontinue to dis-
dent shall reswme the powers and duties of his offiee™

That the following article is proposed as an amendment
to the Constitution of the United States, which shall be valid
to all intents and purposes as part of the Constitution when
ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several States
within seven years from the date of its submission by the
Congress:

“ARTICLE —
“SectION 1. In case of the removal of the President

from office or of his death or resignation, the Vice President
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shall become President, 644 M’t W 'MMA
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“SEc. 2. Whenever there cs a vacancy in the office of
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the Vice President, the P eszdent sh
Lot din f

n 2ath
jority vot¢ of both Houseslpf Congress.

“Qrc. 3. Whenever the President transmits to the Presi-

dent pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House
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of Representatives his written declaration that he is unable
to discharge the powers and duties of his office, and until he
transmils a written declaration to the contrary, such powers
and duties shall be discharged by the Vice President as
Acting President.

“Skc. 4. Whenever the Vice President and a majority
of the principal officers of the executwe departments, or such
other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit to the
President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the
House of Representatwes their written declaration that the

President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his

office, the Vice President shall immediately assume the powers

and duties of the office as Acting President.

“Thereafter, when the President transmits to the Presi-
dent pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House
of Representatives his written declaration that no inability
exists, he shall resume the powers and duties of his office
w0 wgr&w “. . _
unless tHe Vice President and a majority of the principal

officers of the executive departments, or such other body as
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Congress may by law provide, transmit withinys:two days to
the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of
the House of Representatives their written declaration that
the President i3 unable to discharge the powers and duties
of his office. Thereupon Congress shall decide the issue,

immediately assembling for that purpose if not in session. I f

5
the Congress, within ten days after the receipt of the wrilten
declaration of the Vice President and a majority of the prin-
cipal officers of the executive departments, or such other body
as Congress may by law provide, determines by two-thirds
vote (;fvg):ﬁl%;c;)hat the President is unable to discharge the
powers and duties of the office, the Vice President shall con-

tinue to discharge the same as Acting President; otherwise,

the President shall resume the powers and duties of his office.”
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JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of
the United States relating to succession to
the Presidency and Vice Presidency and to
cases where the President is unable to dis-
charge the powers and duties of his office.

By Mr. CeLLEr

JANUARY 4, 1965
Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary
MARrCH 24, 1965

Reported with an amendment, referred to the House
Calendar, and ordered to be printed






