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MEMORANDUM TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 9, 1975 

JACK MARSH 

RUSS ROURKE{l_ 

Jack, after speaking with Orman Fink (Banking and Currency 
Committee Counsel), I advised Ted Marrs that a whole raft of 
medal bills were moving through the Congress. The House has 
passed a Navy/Marine Bicentennial medal bill, and, within recent 
days the full Banking and Currency Committee has favorably reported 
separate bills providing for the striking of Bicentennial medals dealing 
with the signing of the Declaration of Independence~ Brig. Gen. Yaeger 
and various ethnic backgrounds. There are about a dozen separate 
bills that will favorably acted on by the Committee. 

Fink advises me that the only bill that "won't fly" is that which would 
be a gold commemorative item. 

FYI, Ted advised me that he thinks the U. S. Postal Service, 
through its General Counsel's Office, has overcome the legal problems 
that were previously thought to have existed with regard to the foreign 
stamps matter. The matter appears to have been favorably resolved. 

Ted will keep us advised on this item. 



THE WHlTE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 8, 197 5 

MEMORANDUM FOR: RUSS ROURKE 

FROM: 

Check ·on the Bicentennial medals b ore the Banking and 
Currency Committee and report t e same to Ted Marrs. 

•, 

Many thanks. 

"-~
... 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 10, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: RUSS ROURKE 

FROM: JACK MARS~0"fl\ 

I noticed on Wednesday the Senate passed a bill authorizing 
special Bicentennial medals to commemorate the Bicentennial 
of the Army, Navy and the Marine Corps. 

Somehow, someway, maybe this can be programmed into the 
Marine Corps' observance. 

I think we should think in terms of a rather serious Presidential 
statement at the time he signs the bill into law. 

A signing ceremony might be in order and it could be held in the 
Rose Garden with the colors present and perhaps do it on the 
actual birthday of the Marine Corps. 

Why don't you show this memo to Ted Marrs and coordinate 
with him to see if you can't put something together. The bill 
number is H. R. 5708. Maybe you could make a giant replica 
of the Marine Corps medal and have the Commandant roll it 
down Pennsylvania Avenue from the White House to Capitol 
Hill. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE OCT 15 1975 
ACTION ~lE~lORANDCM Wh5ll!NGTON LOG NO.: 649 

Date: October 15 Time: 1200n 

FOR ACTION: Ted Marrs 
Dick Parsons 
Max Friedersdorf 
Ken Lazarus 
NSC/S 

cc (for infsrmgfien): Jim Cavanaugh 
Jack Marsh 
Warren Hendriks 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: 
October 16 

Time: 

SUBJECT: 

H.R. 5708 - Authorization to strike dals commemorating 
bicentennials of the U.S. Army, Navy a o Marine Corps 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

____ For Necessa.ry Action _____ For Your Recommendations 

___ Prepa.re }\.genda and Brie£ __ Draft Reply 

____ For Your Comments _ Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

Judy Johnston, G~un 

~ ~. 
Floor Please return to 

v 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COP 

I£ you het•ie ary q:Jcstio:1s o 
deb:· i;~ :'ab;x:.:.tcing t!\n H:qu plca.~o 

tobphm:c tlH~ Stn!£ Sccrctury im ediately. 
Jim c 

avanaugh 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

OCT 1 5 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 5708 - Authorization to strike 
medals commemorating bicentennials of the U.S. 
Army, Navy and Marine Corps 

Sponsor - Rep. Sullivan (D) Missouri 

Last Day for Action 

October 21, 1975 - Tuesday 

Purpose 

\ Authorizes and directs the Secretary of the Treasury to strike 
three medals in commemoration of the bicentennials of the 
United States Army on June 14, 1975, of the United States Navy 
on October 13, 1975, and of the United States Marine Corps on 
November 10, 1975. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department of Defense 
American Revolution Bicentennial 

Administration 
Department of the Treasury 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 

Approval 
No objection 

The enrolled bill would authorize and direct the Secretary of 
the Treasury, in consultation with the Secretaries of the Army 
and Navy, to have medals struck commemorating the 200th anni
versaries of the Army, Navy, and Marine Corps. The Secretary of 
the Treasury would furnish these medals to the appropriate 
Service Secret~ry at a price equal to the cost of manufacture. 
In addition, the Treasury Secretary would offer these medals for 
sale to the general public as "list medals" -- the designation 
for medals offered by the Mint to commemorate national achieve
ments or historic events. The price of the public offering of 



\ 

these medals would be sufficient to recover fully all costs, 
including overhead expenses, incurred in their manufacture. 
Thus, the production of the bicentennial medals would entail 
no net additional expense for the·Treasury Department. 

!..""• ...... ,_ c::J-1 
Assistant Director 

2 

for Legislative Reference 

Enclosures 
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Dear Mr. Lynn: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20350 

October 14, 1975 

Your transmittal sheet dated October 10, 1975, enclosing a facsimile of 
an enrolled bill of Congress, H.R. 5708, "To provide for the striking of 
medals in commemoration of the bicentennials of the United States Army, 
the United States Navy, and the United States Marine Corps," and request
ing the comments of the Department of Defense, has been received. The 
Department of the Navy has been assigned the responsibility for the 
preparation of a report expressing the views of the Department of Defense. 

The purpose of H.R. 5708 is to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to 
\ strike three medals in commemoration of the Bicentennial of the United 

States Army on June 14, the United States Navy on October 13, and the 
United States Marine Corps on November 10, 1975, in conjunction with the 
American Revolution Bicentennial. The three commemorative national medals 
would be offered by the Numismatic Service of the Bureau of the ~lint for 
sale to the public as list medals. 

The role of these three services parallels the development of the country 
in a long and honorable relationship. These commemorative medals would 
be of a national character significant to all people, and in honor of the 
great deeds which these services have contributed to the advancement of 
the history of the nation. It is envisioned that the Bicentennial will 
stimulate considerable interest in the history and traditions of the 
services. Medals commemorating these long-standing. military traditions 
would elicit a wide and enthusiastic response and enhance the image and 
prestige of the armed forces. 

The approval of this legislation would result in no increase in the budgetary 
requirements of the Department of Defense. 

The Department of the Navy, on behalf of the Department of Defense, recom
mends the approval of H.R. 5708. 

Sincerely yours, 
~ 

'Uc,. . .. .t.... c.,. J) 

1 J. iam Middendorf II 
Secretary of the Navy 

Honorable James T. Lynn 
»l''oN 11, Director, Office of Hanagement and Budget 
h'Jasldngton, D.C. 20503 

~'b "~-.- 117f>''~ 
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American Revolution 
Bicentennial Administration 
2401 E Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20276 

Mr. James M. Frey 
Assistant Director for 

Legislative Reference 
Office of Management and Budget 
Executive Office of the President 
Washington, D.C. 20503 

Dear Mr. Frey: 

OCT 1 ·~, 1975 

This is in response to your communication of October 9 
requesting the views and recommendations of the American 
Revolution Bicentennial Administration (ARBA) on enrolled 
bill H.R. 5708, "To provide for the striking of medals in 
commemoration of the bicentennials of the United States 
Army, the United States Navy, and the United States Marine 
Corps." 

The ARBA recommends that the President approve enrolled bill 
H.R. 5708. 

)~Spirit 

/ /.I /~\lf' .lj1 j l 
/ 't . \, ··' . J 4--------

John W. Warner 

Of I 76 1 

Administrator 



THEGENERALCOUNSELOFTHETREASURY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20220 

Director, Office of Management and Budget 
Executive Office of the President 
Washington, D.C. 20503 

Attention: Assistant Director for Legislative 
Reference 

Sir: 

Reference is made to your request for the views of this Depart
ment on the enrolled enactment of H.R. 5'708, "To provide for the 
striking of medals in commemoration of the bicentennials of the 
United States Army, the United States Navy, and the United States 
Marine Corps." 

The enrolled enactment would authorize and direct the Secretary 
of the Treasury to strike three medals of suitable sizes and metals 
in commemoration of the Bicentennial of the Army on June 14, 1975, 

\ the Navy on October 13, 1975, and the Marine Corps on November 10, 
1975. The medals would bear such emblems, devices and inscriptions 
as determined by the Secretary of the Army and the Secretary of the 
Navy, as applicable, subject to the approval of the Secretary of the 
Treasury. The enrolled enactment would further direct the Secretary 
of the Treasury to furnish the medals to the Secretary of the Army 
and the Secretary of the Navy at a price equal to the cost of manu
facture, and also, to cause such medals to be sold by the Bureau of 
the Mint, as list medals, at a price sufficient to cover the manu
facturing cost of the medals. 

The Department anticipates no unusual administrative difficulties 
in carrying out its responsibilities under the enrolled enactment 
and would have no objection to a recommendation that it be approved 
by the President. 

Sincerely yours, 

t 
! 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 17, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. Marsh 
Mr. Friedersdorf 
Mr. Loen 
Mr. Kendall 
Mr. Wolthuis 
Mr. Cavanaugh 
Mr. Hushen 

The President today approved: 

BILL NO. 

s. 557 

H. R. 8070 

• 132 7 

H. R. 5708 

SUBJECT 

An Act to declare that certain land of the 
United States is held by the United States 
in trust for the pueblo of Laguna 

Department of Housing and Urban Develop
ment-Independent Agencies Appropriations 
Act for 1976 and the Transition Quarter 

Submarginal Land Trust for Indians 

Authorization to Strike Medals Com
memorating Bicentenni:±s of the 
U.S. Army, Navy and Marine Corps 

SPONSOR 

Sen. Domenici (R) 
of New Mexico, and 

Sen. Montoya (D) 
of New Mexico 

Rep. Boland (D) 
of Massachusetts 

Sen. Abourezk (D) 
of South Dakota, 

and 7 others 

Rep. Sullivan (D) 
of Missouri 

The Press Office is being advised of this action and the time of release 
will, of course, be determined by that office. 

~g~.fOe\ 
Robert D. Linder :;.} 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 



American Revolution 
Bicentennial Administration 
2401 E Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20276 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FRCM: 

Jack Marsh/ 
Ted Marrs 

John w. warner 
Administrator 

NOV 1 91975 

National Bicentennial Medal 

By direction of Congress and with the o::mcurrence of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, this Agercy has designed arrl ordered fran the U. S. Mint the 
official National Bicentennial Medal to carmarorate the years 1776-1976. 
Basically the design is the Statue of L:ibert:y on one side and the Seal of 
the United States on the reverse. (See enclosed brochure.) 

Beginning January 1, the me:1al will go on public sale and the net proceeds 
fran the U. S. Mint will be returned to this Agency for distribution, as 
approved by the !bard, in parts to: the 55 State Bicentermial Ccmnissions, 
National Bicentennial programs, and, hopefully, the "Bicentennial Fellow
ship Program" now being developed jointly with the Depart:nent of State. 

As this is the National Medal, I reconrnerrl that the President receive 
fran me the first ma1al in 3" sterling silver. '!he prinary purpose of 
such a presentation is the symbolism of the President, during the Bicen
tenriial period, receiving the first medal; however, there is a secondary 
:irrq;lortance in having the hoped-for national publicity spur the sales so 
that National Bicentermial programs can be the beneficiary of the antici
pated net proceeds. Hopefully, this presentation can be made prior to the 
President's trip to the Peoples Republic of China. 

Attachnent 



THE NATIONAL BICENTENNIAL MEDAL 

The American Revolution Bicentennial Administration under 
specific direction of Congress will issue the National 
Bicentennial Medal. Because Congress has directed it be done 
and the U.S. Mint will produce it, this medal is truly the 
only national commemorative medal to honor our Bicentennial. 

Design work was completed several months ago and was a joint 
effort of the ARBA and U.S. Mint staff. One side features 
the Great Seal of the United States set in a Bicentennial 
design including the national symbol of the Bicentennial. 
The other side portrays the Statue of Liberty surrounded by 
fifty stars representing each state and their contributions 
to the growth and development of America. Also included are 
the words, "Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness". 

The medal has a dual purpose -- commemorate our two centuries 
of liberty and raise funds for Bicentennial projects and 
scholarships. 

The medal will be issued in three sizes in solid gold and 
the funds raised from the sale of these gold medals will be 
used to create a scholarship fund. Revenues from the sterling 
silver and bronze medal will help fund Bicentennial activities 
at national, state and community levels on a matching basis. 

There will be seven medals as follows varying only by size 
and metal from which made. Each is individually boxed in a 
handsome display case. 

Bronze 
Gold Plated Bronze 
Sterling Silver 
Sterling Silver 
Solid Gold 
Solid Gold 
Solid Gold 

1 1/2" Diameter 
1 1/2" Diameter 
1 1/2" Diameter 
3" Diameter 
(.900 fine) .906" Diameter 
(.900 fine) 1 5/16" Diameter 
(.900 fine) 3" Diameter 

$5.00 
$15.00 
$25.00 

$150.00 
$100.00 
$400.00 

$4000.00 
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I. PURP®SE 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 18, 1975 

COMMEMORATIVE PRESENTATION 
OF THE 

NATI~NAL BICENTENNIAL MEDAL 
·Monday, December 22, 1975 
12:45-12:55 PM (lQ Minutes) 

@VAL QFFICE 

FR@M: MILTON E. MITLER 

1975 

To receive the first Nati&nal Bicentennial Medal which has 
been commissioned by C@n9ress and will be offered to the 
American public starting January 1, 1976. ~~ 

II. BACKGR@UND, PARTICIPANTS AN~ PRESS PLAN 

A. Background: The Congress $f the Unite~ States directe~ 
that: "A national meda'l shall be struck cemmemerating 1779 
and its significance to American Independence ... 

1. This medal is now in being aJUiwill be placed 
on public sale January l, 1976. Llt has been minted 
in gold, silver, gold-plated bronze and bronze t~ 
permit a wide-spread opportunity fsr purchase. 
Design work of the medal was the jeint eff~rt of the 
American Revolution Bicentennial Administration and 
U.S. Mint staffs. The medal was pn~duced by the Mint 
and will be sold by that agency. 

2. The medal has a dual purpose -- c&mmemarati~n of 
our bJo centuries of liberty and to raise funds f~r 
Bicentennial projects and scholarships. 

J. One side features the Great Seal of the United 
States set in a Bicentennial design including the 
Natipnal symbol of the Bicentennial. The other side 
portrays the Statue of Liberty surrounded by fifty 
stars representing each state and their contributions 
to the growth and development of America. Also included/ 
are the words, "Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness." 

;(:,-~ •.. 
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3. Net proceeds from the U.S. Mint will be returned 
to ARBA for distribution, as approved by the Board, 
in parts to: the 55 State Bicentennial Commissions, 
National Bicentennial programs, and, hopefully, the 
"Bicentennial FellovJship Program" novJ being developed 
jointly with'the Department of State. Those funds 
going to National, State and community levels will 
be on a matching basis. 

4. John Warner, Administrator, American Revolution 
Bicentennial Administration will present a Silver 
National Bicentennial Medal to the President and show 
him the gold medal. 

B. Participants: List attached. 

C. Press Plan: Full Press Coverage. 

III. TALKING POINTS 

To be provided by Paul Theis. 

_.r -: r~ ":'- ·,_ · . 
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List of Participants 

Honorable John W. Warner 
Administrator 
American Revolution Bicentennial 

Administration 

Honorable William E. Simon 
Secretary of the 'Treasury 

Honorable Mary Brooks 
Director, Bureau of the Mint 

Honorable Russell B. Long 
Chairman, Senate Finance Committee 

Honorable Carl T. Curtis 
Ranking Minority Member 
Senate Finance Committee 

Honorable Henry S. Reuss 
Chairman, House Banking, Currency 

and Housing Committee 

Honorable Albert W. Johnson 
Ranking Minority Member 
House Banking, Currency and 

Housing Committee 

Mr. Sydney Eiges 
Deputy Director 
American Revolution Bicentennial 

Administration 

Mr. Henry H. Hyde 
Director, 
Commemorative Sale, American 

Revolution Bicentennial Administration 

\· /' 
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Honorable Edward W. Brooke 
United States Senate 
421 Russell Senate Office Buildi~~ 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Joseph Montoya 
United States Senate 
5229 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington» DC 20510 

Honorable Lindy Boggs 
House of Representatives 
1519 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Honorable M. Caldwell Butler 
House of Representatives 
109 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Honorable Mike Mansfield 
United States Senate 
133 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Hugh Scott 
United States Senate 
260 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Thomas P. O'Keill 
House of Rep~esentatives 
2231 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington. DC 20515 

Honorable John Rhodes 
Hous·e of Representatives 
2310 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Honorable Hubert Hunphrey 
United States Senate 
232 Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Roman L. Hruska 
United States Senate 
209 Russell Senate Office 
Rashington, DC 20510 

Building 

224-2742 

224-5521 

225-6636 

225-5431 

224-2644 

224-6324 

225-5111 

225-2635 



Honorable Jake Pickle 225-4865 
House of Representatives 
231 Cannon House Office BuildinF 
Washington, DC 20515 

Honorable Marvin Esch 225-4401 
House of Representatives 
2353 Rayburn House Office Bdilding 
Washington, DC 20515 

Honorable Leonor K. Sullivan 
House of Representatives 
Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

225-2671 
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