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Gerald R. Ford

President of the United States
The White House

Washington, D. C,

—

Dear President Ford,
This is a follow up on my letter to you of July the 19th, 1976,

I enclose a copy of my original letter of July'theAl9th, a letter from
Congressman Charles Thone, and a series of articles by Mary Kay Quinlan,
a World Herald Bureau staff writer.

Mse. Quinlan's series of articles concerning the Indian retrocession are
the best and most unbiased that I have ever had the opportunity to

read and study, She very fairly states the case of th€¢ Indian and the
Non-Indians. If you will take the time to read these article you will

have an insight into the retrocession issue that perhaps has not been
available to you. At least you will be able to view this situation with
information from a source other than the American Indian Policy Review
Commissione

I thank you in advance for your considerations of the Non-Indians in this
very serious matter. We hope that you will represent the Non~Indian as well
as the Indian.

I have lived on the Omaha-Winnebago Reservation in Thurston County,
Nebraska for all of my 56 years.

Very Sincerely,

B0 0G e 0,

Clark A. Wenke
President

Copies to Senator Hruska & Curtis &
Congressman Thone.
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PENDER, NEBRASKA 68047 PHONE(402) 385-3063
July 19th, 1976

CLARK A. WENKE

President
Gerald R. Ford
President of the United States
White House
Washington, D. C.

Dear President Ford,
I have just read your news release concerning a new law that you are seeking that

will give Indian tribal councils criminal and civil jurisdiction over people living
on Indian reservations. I enclose a clipping from the Omaha World Herald.

I happen to live in Thurston County, Nebraska which is made up entirely of the Omaha

and Winnebago reservations.

The population of Thurston County is about 7,000, of which 65% are non-indian. The

- npn~indians own virtually all of the business enterprises in Thurston County. They

own approinately 65% of the farm lands in the county and rent and farm almost all

of the indian owned land by virtue of leases from the Bureau of Indian affairs.
Currently, the tribals lands are not on the tax rolls of the county. The la:ds
owned by the indians and rented by the non~indians are taxed, but the taxes are paid
by the renters of the land.

On some reservations, where the population is basiclyr all indian your program might
work and would not effect anyone but the indian population, but in Thurston County

it would disenfranchise all of the non—indians in this county. It would be catastropic
to our communities, school districts, political sub-divisions and the county govern—
ment.

The Omaha tribe has had criminal retrocession for several years and has not been
a success by any measure of legal and moral right.

The Nebraska legislature, in it's last secession, took up the subject of retrocession
for the Nebraska Indian reservations and una:iimously rejected ite I am sure that
their ruling or decision was forwarded to Washington, De. Cee If not, a copy of their
ruling can be obtained from the Clerk of the Nebraska Legislature in Lincoln, Nebraska.

It is inconczdiveable that the rights of the majority could be taken away and given
to the minority. I have always believed that the laws of the villages, counties,
states and the Federal government were equally fair and just for-all, If they are
not, then they should be changed for all citizens of the United States.

If the Indian tribal councils were to be given criminal and civil jurisdiction over
the indians and non—indians in Thurston County, Nebr:ska, it is my opinion that there
would, or will be a lot of blood spilled before the non—indians will give up their
rights as American citizens.

Very Sincerely,

G (el

Clark A, Wenke
President



PENDER, NEBRASKA 68047 PHONE(402) 385-3053
July 19th, 1976

CLARK A. WENKE
President

Gerald R, Ford

President of the United States
White House

Washington, D . C °

Dear President Ford,

I have just read your news release conéerning a new law that you are seeking that
will give Indian tribal councils criminal and civil jurisdiction over people living
on Indian reservations. I énclose a clipping from the Omaha World Herald.

I happen to live’in Thurston County, Nebraska which is made up entirely of the Omaha
and Winnebago reservations.’

The population of Thurston County is about 7,000, of which 65% are non-indian. The
npn~indians own virtually all of the business enterprises in Thurston County. They
own approiuately 65% of the farm lands in the county and rent and farm almost all

of the indian owned land by virtue of leases from the Bureau of Indian affairs.
Currently, the tribals lands are not on the tax rolls of the countye. The la:sds
owned by the indians and rented by the non-indians are taxed, but the taxes are paid
by the renters of the land.

On some reservations, where the population is basicly all indian your program might
work and would not effect anyone but the indian population, but in Thurston County

it would disenfranchise all of the non-indians in this county. It would be catastropic
to our communities, school districts, political sub-divisions and the county govern—
ment., '

The Omaha tribe has had criminal retrocession for several years and has not been
a success by any measure of legal and moral right.

The Nebraska legislature, in it's last secession, took up the subject of retrocession
for the-Nebraska Indian reservations and unavimously rejected ite I am sure that
their ruling or decision was forwarded to Washington, De Ces If not, a copy of their
ruling can be ob}ained from the Clerk of the Nebraska Legislature in Lincoln, Nebraska.

It is inconcriveable that the rights of the majority could be taken away and given
to the minority. I have always believed that the laws of the villages, counties,
states and the Federal government were equally fair and just for -all. If they are
not, then they should be changed for all citizens of the United States.

If the Indian tribal councils were to be given criminal and civil Jjurisdiction over
the indians and non-indians in Thurston County, Nebr:ska, it is my opinion that there
would, or will be a lot of blood spilled before the non—-indians will give up their
rights as American citizense.

R Very Sincerely,
x - Pow - ey 1 B B0 A (a O

(?EQE'
Clark A, Wenke

President

Tt aeDua - Yo







CHARLES THONE COMMITTEES:

AGRICULTURE
1ST DISTRICT, NEBRASKA
SUBCOMMITTEES:

DEPARTMENT OPERATIONS,
INVESTIGATIONS AND OVERSIGHT

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES LIVESToCK AND GRAINS
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515

1524 LONGWORTH HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS

SUBCOMMITTEE:

JU]'Y 23, 1976 GOVERNMENT ACTIVITIES AND

TRANSPORTATION

Clark A. Wenke
President

Pender State Bank
Pender, Nebraska 68047

Dear Clark:

Thanks very much for sending me a copy of your letter to the
President regarding the matter of retrocession. It was good of you
to share your thoughts on this with me.

As you know, Clark, I do not support S. 2010, and will oppose
whatever legislation might follow that would permit the Tribes to go into
retrocession without the permission of the State. Frankly, the President
and [ just plain disagree on this matter.

Best wishes.

ARLES THONE
U. S. Congressman

CT/v

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS
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By Mary Kay Quinlan
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU.
Washington — The con-
troversy over Indian jurisdic-
tion “‘is one of the more impor-
—tant issues related to Indian af-

~{irs in this country today,” -

id Dennis Ickes, deputy un-

" - “dersecretary of the Interior De-

ent. “Everybody’s con-

d about it. The tribes, the

states, everybody,” said Ickes,
anative of Page, Neb.

-Ickes and otherts;1 in ge Inter&
or Department, the Bureau
Inilian Affairs (BIA), Congress
and the Indian and non-Indian
communities are unanimous in

— viewing the problem as impor-
tant

« But there’s far less agree-
ment on how to solveit.

To the Indians and some of
their non-Indian supporters,
the simple solution would be

: and could be consolidated
by purchasing it from non-In-
dians, which some tribes are al-
ready doing, and even by con-

" demnation under the federal
gvemment’s power of eminent

main, they said.

But executive branch offi-
clals and congressional staff
" members working on the prob-

lem say that isn’t reasonable.

“We can’t move in a direction

that’s going to dispossess

Last of Five Articles.

complete Indian jurisdictlon
over ail land and people within
the reservation boundaries, a
solution non-Indians won’t ac-
dept

-~ - And to non-Indians, the
- simple solution would be com-

plete state jurisdiction, which
the Indians won’t accept. -

How?

So the problem becomes how
to give the tribal governments
their rightful jurisdiction on re-
servations and at the same time

protect the constitutional rights '
of non-Indian citizens, several -

federal officials said.

The Interior Department and
Justice Department arg on
record supporting the intent of
the Natlonal Congress of Amer-
ican Indians’ (NCAI) proposal
that sets procedures for tribes
in Nebraska and certain other
states to reacquire jurisdiction
that the states now exercise
-over civii and criminal mat-

TS,

_But a draft proposal of an In-
terior Department bill states’
that the legislation “is not in-
tended to address the question
of whether tribal courts may
exercise criminal jurisdiction
over non-Indians accused of
committing crimes in Indian
territory.”

Some Indians outside govern-
ment and their supporters sug-

est that the jurisdictional con-
licts would be eliminated if the
non-Indians would just leave
the reservations.

people of their property,” a BIA
official said. “Property rights
are very sacred in this count-
ry.')

Two Sides

No matter how ssoiid the In-
dians’ iegal arguments for
their rights to exert authority
on the reservations, the non-In-
dians, too, are on solid legal
ground in their arguments for a
right to have a voice in the gov-
erning process they live under,
the government officials said.

“After all, that’s what the
Revolution was all about,” one
said. ) :
On the other hand, he said,

dians’ jurisdictional claims be-
cause of their speciai relation-
‘ship with the federal govern-
ment. -

Tom Tobin, a Winner, S.D.,
lawyer for a group of non-In-
dians trying to make their
views known, said the problem
is one that should be solved by
Congress, not by the courts,
where most of the jurisdiction
issues are being debated.

. But congressional action

means tough political deci-
sions.
Chuck Trimbie, NCAI execu-

, tive director, said he believes
' the next session of Congress

will pass the organization's

bill, or one like it, that would

repeal state jurisdiction.
Forrest Gerard, a Senate In-

. terior Committee staff mem-

ber, said that’s a reasonable
possibility if the Indian com-
munity can appeal to civil liber-
tarian groups and church
groups for support.

The non-Indians are aware of
the political aspect of the prob-
lem, too. -

Several persons attending an
organizational meeting last
February of the Interstate Con-
gress on Equal Rights and Re-
sponsibilities noted that non-In-
dian landowners should push
their congressmen and make

-jurisdiction matters an issue in
campaigns. '

‘Parochial’

Indian issues don’t get much
attention in Congress because
they are “so parochial in na-
ture” and affect so few con-

ressmen, said Rep. Charles

ne of Lincoln.

r“there’s some merit"”’ to thé E

“Most people (in Congress)
are not really concerned about”
Indian iissues and I don’t think
they ever wiil be,” said Sen.
James Abourezk, D-S.D.,.
chairman of the Senate Indian
affairs subcommittee. ,

Unllke some others, Thone
and Abourezk said the solutions
to the Indian jurisdiction prob-
lems will require continued
court action no matter what
happens in Congress.

““A lot of it will have to be ad-
judicated,” Thone said. “It’s
just so complex with all these
treaties. There’s no way you
can legislate out of this mo-
rass.” :

“In the finai anaiysis,” Abou-
rezk said, *“‘Congress will have
to act to iron out the political
problems.” '

Hearing to Preface
Farmland Squabble

A pre-trial hearing Aug. 6 in
Sioux City will preface a legal
battle for the ownership of
more than 11,000 acres of Mo-
nona County, lowa, farmland.

Indians from the Omaha re-
servation in Macy, Neb. moved
onto some of the land and have
been farming portions since
April, 1975. A Department of-
Justice injunction prevented an
lowa district court from mov-
ing them from the_ land.

The trial will be held in Sioux
City federal court. Court offi-
cials indicated it would begin
some time this fall.

The Indians ciaim the land is
part of an Omaha reservation
created in 1854 on the Nebraska
D —— -
side of the river. A flood in the
1920’s changed the course of the
Missouri and the disputed
acres have since been on the
Iowa side.

Iowa farmers anthher non-
Indians holding title claim

their rights stem from ab-
stracts drawn up in the first
Iowa survey in 1846.






















M. & Ma Nonman L, Detny
R 5, flayward,
Wircorain 54R%3

The President , Genald S, Fond i
Jhe White House ,

,600 pehndylvan,w. Ave., ‘
Washington , D.(. 20013













Box 317
Hardin, Mt. 59034

Dear President Ford:

How would you react, I wonder, if the Blacks in Washington,
D.C., were told that they could be solely responsible for

law and order within that area, and that any other citizen

of the U.S. or elsewhere when 1iving there or passing through
would be strictly under their jurisdiction, could be tried
and sentenced and punished accordingly, without any recourse?

Do you have any idea what your statement to the American
Indians whom you invited to visit the Capitol (at taxpayer
expense, I am sure), that they should have full control over
law and order within their reservations, could mean to the
other citizens of this country?

2

S i iy

It would mean that anyone driving across the reservation on
county or state or federal roads would be at the complete
mercy of the Tribe involved. Tt would mean that even a
person who owns deeded land on the reservation, which person
might be of any race, would not be safe in their own home on
that 1land.

Do you have any idea what such an arrangement would do to the
already-touchy relationship between the races in the areas
involved?

And don't ask our Senators and Representatives from Montana
what the situation is 1like or what they think of your promise
to the Indians. They are much too anxiocus to please the Indian
voter to even look at the situation, let alone see it.

I invite you to visit Hardin, Montana, to see first-hand what
klnd of posltlon a rancher on the reservation.would be in if
your promlse i{s carried out. Or a citizen who has to drive
through the reservation to get somewhere else. But since you
probably do not have time to pay such a visit, perhaps you
will at least read my letter and give it some thought.

SlncereLy yours,

7 ke //Zm//

// /

. 1

McCleary, Vlce Chairman
Blg Horn Co. Republican Central Com.

cc: Congressman John Melcher
Senator Mike Mansfield
Senator Lee Metcalf



Box 317
Hardin, Mt. 59034

President Jerry Ford
White HoOuse
’ Washington, D.C.
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E. R. Sievers
East Shore

Polson, Mont. 598460













Box 206
Bancroft, Nebr.

President Ford
WHITE HODSE
Washington D. C.

20510

PROCLAIM LIBERTY 7,
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Walthill, Nebraska
July 22, 1976

The Honorable Gerald T, Fard
President of the United States
The White House

WaShington, Do C. 205(X)

My Dear President Ford:

Our nanes are James B, & Kathryn F. Reynolds of Walthill, Nebraska, I
am the Manager of the Iowa Electric Light & Power Company (Gas Division)
in Walthill, Nebraska, and my wife works for USDA - Soil Conservaticn
Service in Walthill, Nebrasia.

We are land amd home owneres in Thurston County and we are very concerned
about the situation in Thurston coumty with the Omaha and Winnebago Tribes,
We have been born and reared in this community and have lived with the members
of these tribes since our birth, and have some very good working relations
with them.

Regret that you had to issue such a statement on Friday, 7/16/76 to the group

of Indian leaders that you met with on said date, This will have a great affect
on your election year and you have not gained any votes in this area by such

an issue,

Watch your new chapfera you propose to write on the issue with thelndian and

the Federal Government, We are tax paying citizens., Our land was purchased
from the Pilcher Family in 1916 and paid for in cash, We have a fee patent on
said abstract to prove suche Now, how do you propose to give the reservation
back to the Indians in Thurston County, They have been paid for every acre

of land, supported by the U, S, Government on our tax monies, and protected by
the Supreme Courts in every ruling and used lawyers that our also paid for with
our money., _

We strongly protest any of your "self-determination" actions on the grounds that
you have forgotten your obligations to use Our state can't be sub~divided withe
out the consent of the State, You owe us the right as to who governs us, and
we abide by the laws of our canty, state and country.

We pay TAXES FOR THE PRIVILEGES WE RECEIVE, and can you say that for the Tribes
in Thurston County, They are free of sales tax, State Income tax and others,
but enjoy all the same rights that we pay so dearly for.

Mr, President =~ give this situation some thought ~ listen to our Senators and
Representatives that have been in Thurston County, and hear our Governor from
Nebrakka when he %tells you like it is with the Indians and the problems of re-
trocession and your free programs on Minority and employment in Nebrakkg.

Thank you for reading this and teust that you will hear our side of the gitudtion
and act accordingly. iz L. 1e e

. Bincerely,’
_CC: To Senators and Representatives ~18t Diit, & o g\i%\\ Sdoo
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MR & MRS J B REYNOLDS |
WALTHILL NEBR \
68067 | . B
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Office of the President !

President Ford
White House \

Washington, D. C. 20510 J
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M. O. D.

Montanans Opposing Discrimination

20 July 1976

President Gerald Ford
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear President Ford:

The undersigned has been directed to write you on behalf of Montanan's
Opposing Discrimination protesting your decision to seek a law giving
Tribal Governments civil and criminal Jjurisdiction over people living
on Indian Reservations.

Briefly, Montanan's Opposing Discrimination was organized two years
ago to protect the increasing encroachments of their constitutional
rights by implementation of the present Federal Indian Policy. It
consists of some 2,500 members living on or near the Flathead Indian
Reservation in Montana. It has recently affilliated with the Inter-
state Congress for Equal Rights and Responsibilities. The latter is
a regional coalition of similar organizations situated in 14 other
Western States.

While the provisions of your proposed legislation may be extremely
beneficial and necessary on some Reservations, its effect on the Flat-
head Reservation spell disaster. Therefore, we believe that laws
pertaining to Indilan policy should be enacted on a case by case basis
to fit the particular Reservation affected,

As it relates to the Flathead Reservation, the present Federal Indian
policy has done precisely what law 1s usually intended to prevent.

It has resulted in the polarization of the Reservation population., It
has arbitrarily created two distinct classes of citizenship with dis-
tinct and opposing governments, (and, in most instances, opposing

goals and philosophies), each competing for dominance within the iden-
tical territorial area. It has pitted neighbor against neighbor, a-
lienating lifetime friendships. Indeed, even families are being torn
apart by their members! allegiances to the respective competing govern-
ments.

Montanans Opposing Discrimination is dedicated to the end that no federal, state or local government N\
shall make any distinctian in civil or political rights on account of race, color or national oirgin S



President Gerald Ford
Page 2
20 July 1976

The Reservation is scarred by unsolved legal matters, American
citizens, Tribal members and non-members alike, are being flagrantly
denied basic constitutional rights. Discrimination, once almost
eliminated 1s again running rampant.

Non-members are not alien intruders or trespassers. On the contrary,
they are the dispensable pawns of their Federal Government; now being
sacrificed despite the fact that they were invited, indeed urged, to
settle, improve and make productive the idle lands of the Reservation.
They appear to be the victims of what now seem to be their Federal
congressional, administrative and judicial departments of government
fraudulent representations that the lands they were settling and mi-
grating to were within the "former" Flathead Indian Reservation.

The number of the victims of this patent fraud is demonstrated by the
non-member resident population of approximately 14,000 compared with
the some 2,500 Tribal member population.

Some sixty years ago these settlers in reliance upon Federal repre-
sentations and under the direct authority and direction of Congress
chartered and organized cities, towns, school districts and counties
in conformance with Montana laws. These governments, through the
assessment of taxes provided all the amenities and benefits of a
civilized society. Nor did the non-member citizens ignore the rights
of the Tribal member citizen neighbors. Indeed, they elected them to
their governments' important elective posts and appointed them to
offices in these governments despite the anomaly that Tribal members
are not now responsible or answerable to those civil laws which they
were enacting, administrating and adjudicating.

Conversely, emerging Tribal government elective and appolntive offices,
including the judiclary are strictly limited to those having Tribal
membership. More Iimportant, only Tribal members canh be electors of
those holding these offices.

In this atmosphere you have seen fit to lend the tremendous prestige
of your office in proposing and encouraging the setting aside of long
established local laws and have paved the way for the Tribal govern-
ment to assume, by usurpation of State law, a new and entirely no-
representative government over the beleaguered non-member.

Retrocession of P,L., 280 and implementation of legislation as recently
proposed can only result in widespread cilvil disobedience coupled with
a further deterioration of the citizens respect for law and order.



President Gerald Ford
Page 2
20 July 1976

Accordingly, on behalf of all freedom loving, law abiding and loyal
citizens, I respectfully request that you reconsider your decision.

Respectfully yours,

., Wayne Rockwell
President, Montanan's Opposing
Discrimination

FWR:whm
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WESLEY W. STEARNS, COMMISSIONER HENRY L. GILL, COMMISSIONER GEORGE W. WELLS, COMMISSIONER
DIXIE VAUGHT WINIFRED 1. VAN DERHOFF
CLERK & RECORDER CLERK DISTRICT COURT
JUNE M. THAYER ROBERT L. FLETCHER
TREASURER ATTORNEY
PAUL J. FARLAN AH. CHENEY
JAMES L. PALMER C.E. ROSDAHL
SUPT. OF SCHOOLS THoMPSON FALLS, MONTANA CORONER

59873
August 13, 1976

The Honoratle President of the U. S.
Capitol Bldg.
Washington, D. C,
Dear Sir;

Read you promise to the Indians Trite control or
jurisdiction over law and civil on Reservations.

You sure have no idea what you are opening up, are
you trying to start another war with indians and whites?

We the white people have gave them everything now,.
If anything is done you should either buy the white man out on the
reservations and put them on there own., The government has done
them a great injustice by not making them responsible, you have give
them everything there rights & my rights, this can not go on. So
lets quit giving them anything except what the rest of us have,do away
with this reservation nonsense, my god there has been 200 years gone by,
let them face up to reality I imagine there is protatly 99 per cent on
Welfare now you want to give them jurisdiction over the whites, must be
out of your pea picking mind, Did you ever live on a Reservation?

If you are looking for Vetes, your sure going the wrong way

most Indians don't vote and we are sure not going to if this happens.,
Very truly yours,
/f/( ET e’y L L l‘/;/j( 4(,/n

rd
George W. Wells, Commissioner

Sand
G /ec anders County



After Five Days Return To

SANDERS COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS

THOMPSON FALLS, MONTANA 59873

The Honorable President of the U, S.

Capitol Bldg.
Wakhington, D. C.





