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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

REFERRAL 
~~-~-

Da;:;:;::crr7, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

George S. Springsteen 
Executive Secretary 
Department of State 

NS C "log # UNNUMBERED 

DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION: 

To: President 

From: Herbert~ledd - dn~can. k ti~l · 
Date: Feb 27, 1976 

Subject: Convention on the Preven~ion and Punishment of Genocide 

. 
ACTION REQUESTED: 

___ Draft reply for: 

xxx Direct reply 

___ Dispatch 

___ President's Signature 
___ White House Staff 

Other ------ -------------
___ Furnish info copy 

Translation ---
Recommendations I Comments ___ Appropriate Handling ----
Other Information --- ---

DUE DATE: 

COMMENTS: 

~a??:'qa~~::::,,..----
Staff 'Secretary 

CLASS IF! cA. TI ON: 
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......... J, 1916 

D•r Wft. benlat; ~ II• 
Tu Pl'ealdeat laa • aak .. me to l'eply to youo lettel" ol caacern 
abcM&t U. 8. ntlftcatiea ol the Qeaoclde CGavMtl-. 

n. A dmlalatl"aUoa a.,.ona ntlllcaUoa of tbla tHaty ltecaaae 
we b.Ueve tlllat tile pi'Ol..Uoa of IMamaa ft.alda, of whlcll tile 
CoavutlOD Ia a k.,etoa.. la baalc to ou fudamMtal b.Uefa a .. 
la rialltfwllJ a mattel' ollatal'utloaal coacei'D. llatiAcatloa wo.N, 
1A ov vlew, I'•Ull'll1 eMU _.,.. • atnaa eppoalt._ to tlae helaeu 
cl'lme olaeaoclde. Mo.reovel', the Oeaoclde Coaveatloa wo.:lcl 
com lemet othel' latenatl._1 aal'eem.eata aull a a tile Ualted 
Natleaa c•nel', tile Slavery CoavMtl• (1936) &Ad the l.,te• 
mutai'J Coave.lltloa oa Slavei'J Coav•tloa (1967), the hpplem..aa.., 
Coeveatloa of •••••• (1961) aaul tiM Ceavelltloa oa tu Polltlcal 
•11'*• of omea (1971). 

The s-te J'owelpl Relatlaaa Committee c-.IAlei"M tu Coaveatloa 
la 1970, 1971, 197J, aad 1976. oa •ch occaaloa the Coaunlttee 
l'evlew .. tile priaclpal oltjecU•• to tlae CeaveatlM, aad la ,..u. 
culaw tlae ape.ulc coacema ,.. nlaed la ytMal' lettel'. ID •ell 
laataac.. the CommlttM l'ecomm_.ecl that tlae SM&te alve lta 
advlce uacl coaa•t to .ratlft•Uaa, bat wltll a apeclflc ca ... t tlaat 
ntlfleatlaa -.e auject to cenala ............. aacl a declanU• 
ao tat t.lutaoe would be ao q .. atloa of aU.Nlaatlq the Ualtod State• 
Coaatlhtloa to tu U.lted NaUoaa. A Committee a.,.l't laaaed oa 
Aprn 19, 1976, coatalae tile teat of tlae •eaelatlOD. of btlllcatlOD 
a~ wltla tM Committee •ecommMded ....... tea ... • aacl 
dedantloae. 

A Uat of •la•tol'J Statea aad tlae teat a of •cll •••at.,• • l'eael'vaU•• 
we•e e..,U .. to tlwt orel n Roladoaa Commltteela Apl'll i. kat« 
1970 aa• &l'e laclM .. la dae pUUelaod I'OCON ol tile hal'lq ~.~~~l' m£'lf .: 

# 

m 4 197t) 

r.tf(fRAt. ftLL 

... .. "· ·~ 

.. 



- z-

April U, 19, aad W.J IZ, 1910 ( .... Z8-S6). Shoalcl yea wla .. te 
obtala • cow ol u.. 1910 laeariaa• 01' u.. 1916 l'epolt, l ........ 
,.. wl'ih to tile COIDIDlttH • l"ol'elpa Relatleaa, Ualt.l ltatee 
s-te, WaelaJaatea, D. C. ZOllO. 

Let ~ •••v• ,.. tiM P•••ld.- awJ'eclaW ,... ..._ltl.t lett•• 
aad 18 ... telwl , ... yMl' , .. ., ..... 

Wlth bed wla ..... 

...... a,.. H. o.at• 
Pl'eaw.& 
QoCHI New• Paltll•lae•• 
9815 Weet aeeaeYelt Road w.-......,., Dllaole 6015J 
f,/ 

I 
RN; NSC:STW:dl 

.. .... .,. 
·- ,. ...• 
Pl'eee hci'MJ'y 
to tJae ..... , ... 



MEMORANDUM 

MEMORANDUM TO: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 2 7, 1 9 7 6 

SANDRA WISNIEWSKI 

LESJANKA~ 

Genocide Convention 

A draft response for Mrs. Dennis is attached. 



Dear Mrs. Dennis: 

The President has asked me to reply to your I!U •-* letter + 
.eJEpill'essiag yg:y,;r concern about U.S. ratification of the Genocide 

Convention. 

The Administration supports ratification of this treaty because 

we believe that the protection of human rights, of which the Convention 

is a' keystone, is basic to our fundamental beliefs and is rightfully 

a matter of international concern. Ratification would, in our 

view, reaffirm our country's strong opposition to the heinous 

crime of genocide. Moreover, the Genocide Convention would comple-

ment other international agreements such as the United Nations Charter, 

the Slavery Convention '!J{j. 93~ and the Supplementary Convention on 

Slavery Convention~ (19&7), the Supplementary Convention of 

Refugees (1968) and the Convention on the Political Rights of Women (1975 ). 

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee considered the Convention 

in 1970, 1971, 1973, and 1976. On each occasion the Committee reviewed 

the principal objections to the Convention, and in particular the specific 

concerns yru raised in your letter. In each instance, the Committee 

recommended that the Senate give its advice and consent to ratification, 

but with a specific caveat that ratification be subject to certain under-

standings and a declaraticn so that there would be no question of subordinat-

ing the United States Constitution to the United Nations. A Committee 

Report issued on April 29, 197)contains the text of the Resolution of 



L 
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Ratification along with the Committee recommended understandings and 

declarations. 

A list of signatory States and the texts of each country's 

reservations were supplied to the Foreign Relations Committee in 

April -May of 1970 and are included in the published record of the 

hearings for April 24, 27, and May 22, 1970 (pp. 28-36). Should you 

wish to obtain a copy of the 1970 hearings or the 1976 report, I suggest 

you write to the Committee on Foreign Relations, United States Senate, 

Washington, D. C. 20510. 



It's Time to Pray 
It's time to pray 

to the God who watches o'er us, 
It's time to seek 

His help without delay. 
The world is dark, 

for the clouds of war still threaten. 
It's time for all America to pray! 
If we would keep 

the flag of freedom flying, 
Secure the peace 

for which we all are crying, 
It's time to pray, 

our wrong and sin confessing, 
It's time for all America to pray! 
Enemies increase around us-

we can't drop our guard. 
Problems here at home confound us 

in our own backyard; 
Troubles unrelenting hound us, 

making living hard-
It's time to pray! America to pray! 
It's time for all America to pray! 

-fohn W. Peterson 
© 1956 by Singspiration, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

0 I.:ORD, with th~ Psal~ist David, I 
pray, "If You keep in mind our sins 

then who can ever get an answer to his 
prayers? But You forgive! Lord, I am not 
proud and haughty. I don't think myself 
better than others. I don't pretend to 'know 
it all.' " 

But I love this land, Lord, where early 
rang the sound of freedom in hearts that 
suffered much. I love this land where my 
grandparents and forefathers struggled for 
bread, to feed the hungry spirit as well as 
the needy body. 

But, 0 God, for all Your gifts to me and to 
this favored land, I have not remembered 
You much. I have dwelt in plenty, Lord, 
and looked on with apathy while the sins of 
unbelief, self-service and greed consumed 
my country. I confess that more children 
grow up knowing about Santa Claus and 
the Easter Bunny than Jesus Christ. I have 
seen and wept little as the Book of books, 
which our early fathers read and revered, is 
replaced by literature that "must reflect the 
times," though filled with degrading lan
guage, mockery of parents and rebellion 
against God. 0, Lord, forgive. 

You have given us two hundred years in 
which to freely share Your bounty, Your 
salvation, Your love. For two centuries we 
have sought to build "one nation under 



God with liberty artd justice for' alJ.." And 
through Civil War, World Wars and ae
pression You have sustained our country. 
Yet, today, tragedy of a new kind grips the 
heart and soul of our land. 

By Your Spirit, Lord, I pray quicken my 
heart before the shadows fall to obey Your 
commands, to preach the Gospel, to disci
ple the Christians, to call my country to 
repentance-to a rebirth of faith in God and 
Christ and to committed service for You. 

Humbly I pray in the Name of Christ 
Jesus, my Lord. 

SK03 Design: LTD 
Good New. Publahera I a nonprofit corporation 
9825 W. Roosevelt Rd. I Westchester, IL 60153 
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~£~~PR~dkk 
Mr. Gerald Ford, President 
THE ~VHITE HOUSE 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. President, 

July 6, 1976 

JUL 8 197i 

As I met with our 100 or more em
ployees today on this first week of the beginning of 
our JOOth year, we met in prayer for you and all in 
government or protective servives. We shall continue 
to pray as Solomon did in 1 Kings 8 on the completion 
of the temple. Notice his exhortation to confession 
of sin and his plea for forgiveness. I read this 
to my employees. May it speak to your heart. 

MY purpose in writing is to ask your influence that 

~
the GENOCIDE CONVENTION be not ratified by the Senate. 
I am appalled that our government would even consider 
placing our Constitution subordinate to the ~Vhims of 
the United Nations. 

? 
Though North Viet Nam has already eliminated more than 
6001 000 Cambodians, Vietnamese and Loations1 men,women 
and children, they formally accused the United States 
Soldiers of genocide in Viet Nam. 

I suppose like all the other letters sent by your 
constituents, this will be answered by an innocuous 
letter couched in words to offend no one that says 
exactly nothi:ng. Because I care abou.;t my 




