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MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 
ACTION 

October 12, 1976 Last Day: October 18 

THE PRESIDENT 

JIM CANNON 1l~ 
H.R. 12707 - Relief of Barry Ray 
Leftwich Dibling 

Attached for your consideration is H.R~ 12707, spon~or~d 
by Representative Mahon. 

The enrolled bill would make the alien illegitimate ·son 
of a u.s. citizen eligible for preferential treatment 
under immigration law. 

Additional information is provided in OMB's enrolled bill 
report at Tab A. 

OMB, Max Friedersdorf, Counsel's Office (Kilberg), NSC and 
I recommend approval of the enrolled bill. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign H.R. 12707 at Tab B. 

Digitized from Box 63 of the White House Records Office Legislation Case Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D .C. 20!503 

OCT 9 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 12707 - Relief of Barry Ray 
Leftwich Dibling 

Sponsor - Rep. Mahon (D) Texas 

Last Day for Action 

October 18, 1976 - Monday 

Purpose 

To make the alien illegitimate son of a U.S. citizen 
eligible for perferential treatment under immigration law. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Immigration and Naturalization Service 
Department of State 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 
No objection 

The beneficiary, a 30-year-old British citizen residing 
in England, is the illegitimate son of a u.s. citizen. 
Mr. Dibling's mother is deceased and he is unmarried. His 
father and his father's wife, Mr. and Mrs. Leftwich of 
Lubbock, Texas, have attempted to obtain an immigrant visa 
for Mr. Leftwich's son since 1969, but immigration law 
does not confer preferential treatment on the illegitimate 
children of U.S. citizen fathers. 
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H.R. 12707 would declare Mr. Dibling to be the natural-born 
alien son of Mr. Leftwich and make the beneficiary eligible 
for a first preference immigrant visa as the unmarried son 
of a u.s. citizen. 

Enclosures 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE 

Woahington 25. D.C. 

OI"I"ICit 01" THE COMMISSIONER OCT 6 1976 ANIJI RII:I'E:R TO THI8 I'lL![ NO . 

A19 816 540 

TO OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Private Bill No. -~H~.R~. ~1~2~7~07~-
and Budget request dated october 5. 1976. 

Office of Management 

CO Fonn 18 

(REV. 1-17-72) 

Beneficiary or Beneficiaries Barry Ray Left~ Dib1ing_._ ___ _ 

Pursuant to your request for the views of thE> OP.partment of Justice on 
the subject bill, a review has been madP of thE> fac.similP of the bill, the rt>
lating Congressional Committee report or reports, and all pertinent information 
in the files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service 

On the basis of this review the Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
on behalf of the Department of Justice: 

IX] Recommends approval of the bill . 

0 Interposes no objection to approval of the bill 

Sincerely, 
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THE WHITE H0.USE 

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON LOG NO.: 

Date: October 11 Time: 730pm 

FOR ACTION: ick Parsons 
Max Friedersdorfl 
Bobbie ~ilberq 1- v 

NSC/S ""' 

oc (for infdrmation): Jack Marsh 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: DO.te: October 12 

SUBJECT: 

Ed Schmults 
Steve !cConalley 

Time: 530pm 

.R. ~-Relief of Barry Ray Leftwich Diblinq 

IJ7o1 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

For Necessary Action __ For Your Recommendations 

-- Prepare Agenda and Brief __ Draft Reply 

~ For Your Comments _Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

please return to judy johnston,qround floor west wing 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a 
delay in submitting the required m~al, please 
telephone the Staff Secretary im cdiately. 

K. R. COLE, JR. 
For the President 
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ACTION MEMORANDUM 
----- ---.. -:---

WAIHINOTON ',; LOG NO.: 

DQte: October 11 Time: 730pm 

FOR ACTION: Dick Parsons ~ 
Max Friedersdorf 
Bobbie Ki1berg 
NSC/S 

cc: (for infdnnQtion): Jack Marsh 
Ed Schmul+:s 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: DQte: October 12 · Time: 530pm 

SUBJEC'l': 1 ~ 
/;- . 

. H.R.~O~-Re1~ef of Barry Ray Leftwich Dib1ing 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-For Necesscuy Action _For Your RecommendQtions 

- Prepcue AgendQ and Brief - Drcdt Reply 

~For Your Comments _ ~ft RemQI'ks 

REMARKs: ~. f1P 
. please return to judy johnston,ground -f1oor west wing 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS· COPY TO .MAT.ERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you hQve o.ny questions or if you a.nticipm. 'Q 

delay in suhmittin~ th3 required mcrieri.al. pleaae 
WepNm. the Sto.££ Seaetcuy immediately . 

-

\ 
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ACTION MEMORANDUM 
WAJHINOTON ',; LOG NO.: 

Da~: October 11 Thne: 730pm 

FOR ACTION: Dick Parsons • / ce (forlnfcmnation): 
Max Friedersdorf . 
Bobbie Kilberg 
NSC/S 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

Jack Marsh 
Ed Schrnul ~.s 

Dtre: Date: October 12 
Time: 530pm 

SUBJECT: 

H .• R. j:i'7o7-Relief of Barry Ray Leftwich Dibling 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

- For.Necesscuy Action 
-For. Your Recommendations 

-Prepare Agenda and Brief -Draft Reply 

2- For Yotu Comments _Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

please return to judy johnston,ground floor west wing 

PLEASE ATTACH ·THIS COPY TO·MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a · 
delay in submittin~ tho required material, please 
telephone the Staff Secretary immediately~ 

I 
. \ 
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• ACTION MEMORANDUM 

WAIHINOTON",; LOG NO.: 

Date: October 11 Time: 730pm 

FOR ACTION: Dick Parsons 
Max Friedersdorf · .~ 
Bobbie Kilberq ~· · 
NSC/S 

cc (for information): Jack Marsh 
Ed Schmul+:s 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: October 12 Time: 530pm 

SUBJECT: k-' 

H. R. ~ 707-Relief of Barry Ray Leftwich Diblinq 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-For Necessary Action _ F~ Your Recommendations 

- Prepare Agenda and Brie£ _Draft Reply 

~For Your Comments -Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

please return to judy johnston,qround floor 

. \ 

~ ~1412/?,( 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL .SUBMITTED. 

If you have any questions or if. you anticipate a 
delay in submitting the required material, please 
t.lephone the Staff Secretary immediately • 

west wing 



MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

October 12, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JAMES M. CANNON 

Jeanne W. Da~ 
H. R. 21707 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

5682 

It# 
The NSC Staff concurs with the proposed enrolled bill H. R . .21707-
Relief of Barry Ray Leftwich Dib1ing. 



94TH CoNGRESS} HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { REPORT 
2d Session No. 94-1628 

BARRY RAY LEFTWICH DIBLING 

SEPTEMBER 20, 1976.-Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and 
ordered to be printed 

:Mr. EILBERG, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
LTo accompany H.R. 12707] 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
(H.R. 12707) for the relief of Barry Ray Leftwich Dibling, having 
considered the same, report favorably thereon with amendillent and 
recommend that the bill as amended do pass. 

The amendment is as follows: 
On page 1, line 6, after the name "Ray E. Leftwich," strike out 

"father,". · 
PURPOSE OF THE BILL 

The purpose of this bill, as amended, is to confer first preference 
status on the son of a United States citizen. The amendment is tech
nical in nature. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The beneficiary of this bill is a 30-year-old native and citizen of 
Great Britain. His father is a citizen of the United States who has 
been trying to obtain an imi~rant visa for the beneficiary since 1969. 

The pertinent facts in this case are ~ontained in a letter dated 
June 30, 1976 from the Commissioner of Immigration and N aturaliza
tion to the Chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary. That letter 
and accompanyin.g memorandum read as follows: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT oF JusTicE, 
lMMIGRATI.ON AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE, 

W asMngton, D.O., June 30,1976. 
Ron. PETER W. RoDINo, Jr., 
Olutirman, Committee on the Judiciary, House of Representatives, 

Washington, D.O. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: In response to your request for a report rela

tive to the bill (H.R. 12707) for the relief of Barry Ray Leftwich 
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~~b~f~fi~~:~;.is attache~ a memorandum of information concerning 

The bill would grant the be fi · th 1 . . 
iiJ!m!grant who is the unmarri~d ~~~r~f a ~utssificatwn of .a qualified 
Withm t~e meaning of Section 203 (a) (1) dz~~4offthe Umte~ Sta;tes 
and Nationality Act. an o the ImmigratiOn 

The beneficiary, a native of G t B 't · . 
merical limitations for immi r rea ri .am, Is. c.hargeable to the nu-
countries in the Eastern Hemisgphants and conditional entrants from 

S
. . 

1 
ere. 

lDO&e y, 

Enclosure. L. F. CH.U:>:HAN, Jr., Oom;missioner. 

MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRATION AND 
NATUR.U.IUTION SERVICE FILES RE: H.R. 12707 

Le~;i:;::~~~fn~~~:~~~~;j~~J.is':~~~.btained from Ray E. 
The beneficiary Bari!t Ra Lef~ · h D'b . 

citizen of Gr t B' 't · Y ""l'C I lmg, a native and . ea ri am was born on M 18 1 . 
smgle and resides in Lo~on E ~y , 946. He Is 
and citizen of Great Britain- i ~laudd Hg ~other, a native 
graduate; He was a member ~fs th:cR~e i A~ IF a high scho?l 
mately fiv-e.years. He is currently emp~~yedir orceladppro~I
a monthly Income of a ro · · · . .as a we er With 
unknown. The benefici!'& h~t,nately ~~00: His total assets are 

The interested arty M~ never een m. the United States. 
citiz~n of the Unika Stitt · Ray J;ef~WICh, ~ native and 
and is· the avowed farther e~,f ~bs b' rn fll August 31, 1920 
mother of the beneficia were e ene ~ ary. He and the 
party served with thez;yUnit dnS~e~ ma_2'Ied. T~e interested 
E~glan.d d.uring world War eli a e~ rmJ: Air Corp~ in 
With his Wife in Lubbock T . ~.e ~s marned and resides 
ate and is currently self-e~xis. de 18 a h:~gh t;chool gradu
annua.l income of approximalelye as a sal.esman with an 
of savmgs, personal ro t y $12,000. His assets consist 
imat.ely $~OO,OOO, P per Y and real estate totaling approx-

9n J.!ay 21, 1976 the Department f S . 
this legislation which reads as follows: 0 tate submitted a report on 

DEPARTMENT OF STAT1j) 
Hon: PETER W. Ronit.to, Jr. 'lVaBhington, D.O., May $1, l976. 
Oha~rman, Oom;mittee on the Judicia 
House of Representati'IJea. ry, 
D~AR MR. CHAIIDIAN : In referen t 

ce~g the case of Bar Ra L ce . 0 yo~r t;equest for a report oon-
12t07, 9.4th Congre8s, th'?z.e is ~ncr!~ch Diblmg, benefici~cy of H.R. 
concernmg the beneficiary Th. a memorandum of mformation 
~e :!meriean Embassy at· Lo;dor;;eEorandun: has been submitted by 
diCtion the beneficiary resides. ' ngland m whose consular juris-

Ir.R. 1628 

Th.e bill wowid paat \he be:QQ&iary nl'St preferenoo status under 
sectiollS 203 (a) ( 1) and 204 of· tile Immigration and N a.iioulity Act 
as the na,1Ua.l b9l:n aliM son of :Ray E. Left\wieh, an American citizen. 

Sinee:rtly yours, 
RoBERT J . MdCWflliBY', 

A.smtllabt Ee~W:rg jf¥1' CQ'tl,grt18siotvil8eltUiO'TUJ. 

Enclosure : Memorandum of information. 

Submitted by the American Embassy at London~ England 

MEMORANDUM OF INFORXATION 

( C~rltDilg H..R. 12707 for the relief of 
Ba.tT:t Ray Leftwich DibHng) 

1'he beneficiary was born ·at Mitcham, Surrey, Efigland, 
on May 18, 1946. He is single and' ~resently residing at 15 
Pretona Road, Lorulon, S.W.16', Enida.nd: He gra<luated 
from the Secondary Modern Schoof at Colliers' Wood, 
LondQn, E ngland in 1961 and served in the Royal Air Force 
from 1964 to 1969. He has worked as a mechanic, warehouse 
supervisor and is p~ntly employed as a Sheet Metal 
·worker in Sutton, Surrey where he has held a position with 
the Carter Parratt Company for the last two and one-half 
years. The beneficiary's nllitural father is Ray E. Leftwich 
who resides at 2613 43rd Street, Lubbock,· Texas, 79413, 
U.S.A. 

On October 17, 1969, as the natural son of Ray E. Left
wi~Zh, the be11eficiary was found ineli~ible for registration 
as an intending immi~ant nlliler SectiOn 203 (a) ( 1) of the 
Immip:ration and NatiOnality Act. A petition approved on 
his behalf on October 6, 1969 at the Office of the Immigra
tion and N a.turalization Service, San Antonio, Texas was 
returned to that office on February 20, 1970. The beneficiary 
is chargeabJ.e to the foreign state limitation for Gre&t Britain 
and Northern Ireland. 

The Embasy1s investigation revealed no derogatory infor· 
mation concerning the beneficiary. 

The beneficiary underwent a medical examination on April 
27, 1976 :md was feund to be in good health. 

Mr. Mahon .submitted the following letters in s11pport of his. bill: 

Hon. JosHUA E:rLBJ:Ro, 

CoNGREss oF THE UNITED .SrAns, 
HotrsE OF RBPDI!SENTaTlYES'; 

W M!tington, D.O., March f13, 1976. 

Ohai'l"'rULn, S'libcommrittee on (Jitiumhip, lmmigrati(m and Interna
tiomu LfDW. HO'IJ.,se Oom.m,ittee on the Judiciary, HtJitue ~~ R~pre
sentatives, Washington, D.O. 

DEAR MR. ClUIRMAN: I have introduced a private bill today for the 
relief of Mr. Barry Ray Leftwich Dibling, which seeks to have him 

H.R. 1628 
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considered as a natural-born son of my constituent, Mr. Ray E. Left-
wich of Lubbock; Texas. · 

Mr. Leftwich·has been tleying:d~jktately for years to bring his il
leg~tima~ s~n, Barry Dibl~ng, to this coun~ry, so that ~arry could be 
tramed: i.li: 'hts falhet'i3 buemess and carry It on .after his father's re
tirement: Bany is Mr. Leftwich's only child, and Mr. Leftwich is now 
56/ears old. 

will not burden you with the huge 'collection of Correspondence 
whiqh ~ hol~ in my file regarding the matter ,hut I am eiJAlosing yq.rious 
docu':ri'lents which may oe helpful to your reView of my hili, inclqding 
three copies of the infor.m.atlpn requi,re4 by R.ule 3 (b) of your Sub
committee's rules of procedure. I have tned to' be helpful to Mr. Left
wich. since 1971 and. have repeatMly contacted officials o.n his be~a~f. 
I believe Mr. Leftwich and I have exhausted evety possible admmis
trative remedy. 

This is~ tragic situation to my mind, and one which begs f'or com
passionano 'sympathy on the part o-f the Co~gress; I intend to. ma~e 
every personal effort to secure passage of tlii$ biH, unl~s and unbl 
H.R. 10M3,the proposal of my col!eagu.~,. ColleOTesswoman Holt~Il!an, 
bec.omes' law. As you are aware, this measure would ~xtend to c1bzen 
fatherS the same privilege which already exists for m9thers who are 
U.S. citizens,. ·who may under present law bring their illegitimate 
childrento'this country. 

I would therefore resp'ectfnll:Y reqil~t that ~he a'{>propriate depa~t
mental reports be requested ~t the earliest pOSSible time so that the hill 
I have introduced may be considered as qmckly as reasOnably possible. 

Your close consideration would be. greatly appreciated. · 
Sincerely, ' 

GEORGE MAHON. 

CoNGRESs OF THE UNITED STATEs; 
HousE oF REPRESENTATivES, 
W fllhingttm, D.O., July 23, 19?'6. 

Hon. J osuuA Eri:..BEno,' . ·' . 
OhatrmlJ:n, HO'I.l$e Subc'ommittee on Immigration, Citizenship and 

lnt.ernationaZ La"!J, House of Representati'IJes. · 
DF~.ut Mn. CHAIRMAN: I understand that you have received the neces

sary . deP.~rtment ,reports to for the private immigration bill, H.R. 
12707, which I introduced on behalf of Barry. Ray Leftwich and his 
fa~he~,_ Ray Leftwich .. I worll~ gr~atly ~ppre~iate. a~. effor~ to gons_i~er 
this biJl when your Snhdon1mit~e next meets on :pl'l'fll.te tmnbgrahon 
bills. 

I realize that the Subcommittee has many of these bills before it, 
yet I want to make every effort to seek passage of the measure before 
the end of this Congress. Mr. Ray Leftwich has suffered a ,great deal 
of frustration and anguish in his att~mpts to be united with.·his son, 
and I want to do everything I possibly can to assist him. -

Best regards. 
Sincerely, 

GEORGE MAHON. 
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CoNOR£88 OF THE u~nTED S\'ATES, 
HousE of RitPRESENTATI'VES, 

Washington, D.O., A itgust 26, 1976. 
Hon. Jos~u~ ~~'' • • 
Olw;i:rma'n; ·B()'I.#Je' S1ibcMA'mittee on Immigration, Citizenship and l n-

tern.a,tim'wl L(JJW, lJOWJe of R~PI.~!_enta~wes. . . , 
DEAR Mn. CHAIRMAN: I have just received the enclosed letter from 

my constituen4 )Irs. Ray E. Ldtwieh, which pertains to the private 
immigration bill, H .R; ·12707, which is ~nding before your Subcom
mittee. I t,ho~ht the information p.ruv1ded by Mrs. Leftwich might 
be helpful to your consideration of this measure,: · 

Best regards. 
SiQ.ce-r~ly, 

Congressman G:EoRGE MAHON, 
H O'IJ.se of Representatimes, 
W djJkin!}OOiri,, D .0, 

GEORGE MAHON. 

LlJBBOCK; TEX., August fJ:J, 1976. 

Dun· Srn: I nave before me your last three letters to Ray re uetting 
his son, Barry, to Texas to live with us. First of all, please consider this 
a letter of appreciation of your efforts and help to us in this matter. 
We were just about to give up. · 

I have kno~ about B11rry since my .~rst acquaintance with R!'-~ in 
1948. At that tlme, Barry was not qmte two years old and was hvmg 
with his mother (who did not marry) and her parents. After his 
mother's death in 1950, Barry continued to live with his grandp~rents. 
At that particular time, Ray's mother was doing the 'corresponding 
with Barry's grandmother. In January of 1951, Ray and his parents 
opened an infants and childrens clothing store in Lubbock. They were 
in this business until 1962. All of these years, clothing was sent to 
Barrx. To my knowledgel nothing was said at that time about bring
i~ ·~arry over here, After Barry's grandparents pa~ed away he 
jomed the R.AF. It was just before his serv1ce time was up that Ray 
and I both began corresponding with Barry and learned of his desire 
to come to Texas. I think you know !).bout all of our efforts and the 
papers we signed and sent in, which were all returned. After these 
failures, we keptcqrresponding and from time to ti-me, have sent Barry 
some money I and also some clothes. Just before we wrote to you, I had 
started filling out papers for adoption of Barry by me. 

So you can see there is no obpection from me in bringing Barry to 
Texas. After your efforts seemed to be doh~ st> much, I did not proceed 
with the adoption. Ray and I have no children, and Barry has no 
brothers nor sisters. He has one uncle (his mother's brother) who lives 
with his wife and two children in Bft.l'ry's grandparents home. Barry 
lives alone in a small efficiency apartment. So we do highly appreciate 
all that you have done in this matter, and hope that you will continue 
to be successful in bringing Barry to us. 'V e anxiously a wait further 
news from you. 
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I am making a copy of this letter and you may feel free to give it 
to whomever it will h~p in furthering our cause. 

Since:t:ely, 

JEAN IA:nwJCH 
(:M:rs. :Ray E. .Leftwi'lh.). 

CONGRESS OF THE u NITJo!O S'TA'n:s, 

HousE oF REPUSIIN':I'A;'l'ltES, 
W st~~ton, b.O., Septem)),. 8, l!J76. Hon. JosHUA EILBEBCJ

1 

Chairman, Subcommittee on Immigration, Oitizenshil', find l'l'lterna
tional Law, Rayburn House Office Building, W6.81iitng'fbn, D.O. 

DEAR MR. CIIAmMAN : I am pleased to learn that the Subcommittee 
on hmni3ra.tim1-, CitiRnshi}} a.J.ld International Law is preparing to 
act favorably on H .. R 12707, for the relief of Bany ~ay Leftw.~rtch 
Dibling . .Mr. and Mrs. Ray E. Leftwich of my Con~relil8ional Dis
trict have spared no effort imd have undertaken considera.ble expense 
over a period of many years to find some way to allow Barry to j6in 
them in this country. As 1 tried to peint oNt throu~h the information 
I ~ubmitted to ~our Committee, simple justiee would dictate t:Q.at Barry 
be allowed an Immigration preference in view of the present inability 
of the immigration law to ad<lress the circumstanees of his case. 

You may be sure of my compl'ete support for the Subcommittee~s 
a-ction on this bill and of my continuing effort to seek successful pas
sage of H.R. 12707. 

Best regards·. 
Sincerely, 

BUDGETARY I·NFORMATION 
GEORGE MAHON. 

This legislation does not provide new budget authority and no 
estimate or comparison has been received from the Director of the 
Congressional Budget Office. 

OVERSIGHT STATEMENT 

The .Co~mitl~ exercises gener.al oversight jurisdietio~ with respect 
to all Immtgr&tion and ll.atlonaJrty matters bnt no specific overstght 
is contemplated in this instance. 

COMMITTEE RECI'>MMEN'DATIONS 

Upon consideration of all the .facts in this ease·, the Committee is 
of the opinion th~tt H.R. 1270.7, amended, should be ena:cted and ac
e&l'dmgly reeomQ1enc~ that tl'le bill do pass. 



H. R. 12707 

• 

RintQ!,fourth Q:ongrtss of tht 'llnittd ~tatts of 2\mtrica 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the nineteenth day of January, 
one thousand nine hundred and sewnty-six 

For the relief ot Barry Ray Leftwich Dibllng. 

Be it e'MCted by the Senate and HOWJe of Representative& of the 
United States of America in Oongreaa aaaeml>led, That, for the pur
poses of sections 203 (a) ( 1) and 204 of the Immigration and National
Ity Act, Barry Ray Leftwich Dibling shall be held and considered to 
he the natural-born alien son of Ray E. Leftwich, a citizen of the 
United States. 

Spealcer of the House of Reprwentativu. 

Vice PrBiidene of the United Statu and 
Pruident of the Senate. 




