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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

SEP 23 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Enrolled Bill S. 2184 - Olympic Winter Games Authorization
Act of 1976
Sponsors - Senators Javits (R) New York and Buckley (I)
New York

Last Day for Action

September 29, 1976 - Wednesday

PurEose

Authorizes Federal financial assistance for planning, design and
construction or improvement of facilities for the 1980 Olympic
winter games at Lake Placid, New York.

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval (Signing state-
_ ment attached)

Department of Commerce Approval (Signing state-

ment attached)

Department of State Approval

Department of the Interior No objection

Department of Justice Defers

Discussion

Representative McEwen (N.Y.) and Senators Javits and Buckley
sponsored legislation early this year to provide $50 million in
Federal support to Lake Placid, New York, for the 1980 Olympic
winter games, to be administered by the Secretary of Commerce.
The $50 million funding level was based on a proposal developed
by the Lake Placid Organizing Committee and was intended to cover
the cost of most of the permanent and temporary facilities which
may be needed for staging the event. The Committee's breakdown
of estimated total costs and offsetting revenues is as follows:



ProEosal

Estimated Net Costs
($ in millions)

Federal State Local
Sports facilities......... 28.0 14.0 -0-
Support facilities........ 22.0 -0- -0~
Support services.......... -0- 2.0 13.7
Subtotal 50.0 16.0 13.7
Less:
Offsetting revenues.... -0- -0- -13.0
Normal Federal grants.. -0- -4.0 -0~
Net costs........ 50.0 12.0 0.7

On May 7, 1976, you announced that you would request legislation

to provide for special financial assistance for the 1980 Olympic
winter games, and on May 10 the Department of Commerce submitted
draft legislation to the Congress which would have provided funding
only for the permanent sports facilities, plus no more than 50
percent of any cost overruns for those facilities. Specifically,
the Administration legislation would have authorized:

- assistance, not to exceed $28 million, for permanent
sports facilities;

- financing through existing authorities (under title I
of the Public Works and Economic Development Act of
1965 (PWEDA)) and appropriations to the maximum extent
possible; and

- no special Federal assistance for temporary and support
facilities, such as housing, offices, etc.

Provisions of S. 2184

The Congress, feeling that the Administration's proposal was
inadequate, ignored our proposal. The enrolled bill (which is
basically the original McEwen bill) would authorize appropriations
of $49,040,000 to the Secretary of Commerce to provide financial
assistance to the Lake Placid 1980 Olympic Games, Incorporated

(a not-for-profit corporation), or to State, local or other
governmental agencies to assist in the planning, design, and
construction or improvement of winter games facilities. The bill
provides that these funds "shall be provided in such sums, at



such times, and under such conditions as the Secretary considers
necessary and appropriate." The bill would also authorize
appropriations of $250,000 for administrative costs.

In addition, the bill would permit the Secretary to provide
financial assistance for projects related to the Olympic
winter games under Title I of the PWEDA, without being subject
to the non-Federal matching requirement or limitation on the
amount available to any one State in that Title. Revenues
generated by the games in excess of actual costs are to revert
to the Treasury.

"Winter games facilities" is defined in the enrolled bill to
include a field house, ski jumps, a luge run, skating ovals

or arenas, athletes' housing, a winter sports arena, administra-
tive offices, parking facilities, facilities for increased
electrical power, sanitary and water facilities, dressing rooms,
equipment, storage facilities, and a scoreboard and other
miscellaneous facilities.

The enrolled bill would also require the Secretary to assure that
the Federal financial assistance will be granted in a manner
which will provide maximum continued public use of the facilities
after the 1980 Olympic winter games, as well as preserve and
enhance the outdoor recreational and wilderness values of
Adirondack Park and the Lake Placid area. The Secretary would
also be directed to submit annual interim reports to the Presi-
dent and Congress on the progress made toward preparing for the
Games and a final report containing a summary of all actions
taken under this bill.

Agency views

In its attached views letter, Commerce recommends approval of

the enrolled bill, but notes that, in light of the more limited
financial assistance you had endorsed, support for permanent
sports facilities must be provided from funds already appropriated
for other Economic Development Administration (EDA) programs.
Commerce recommends, and-has attached, a signing statement

(1) calling attention to the explicit congressional finding in
the bill that this legislation should not be construed in any

way as establishing a precedent for any future Federal financial
assistance for international athletic competitions, (2) referring
to the commitment to fund permanent sports facilities from exist-
ing EDA appropriations, and (3) indicating that financing of
other facilities is under consideration within the Administration.



Commerce concludes that "to the extent that the funding authority
in excess of the President's request is used, the bill could
result in an additional federal expenditure of $21 million."

Recommendation

We agree with the Department of Commerce that the bill should be
approved. We are opposed to the broad approach of financial
assistance in the bill and the possibility that we may be setting
a serious precedent with respect to providing financial assistance
to events of this type in the future. However, the construction
of permanent facilities can be financed by funds that have already
been appropriated to the Economic Development Administration

in Commerce, and the bill does have a "finding" which attempts

to prevent this act from becoming a costly precedent.

With regard to the non-permanent sports facilities, there may
well be attempts in the future by members of the New York
Congressional delegation to seek a resolution to the problems

of housing and ancillary activities. Low cost solutions are
possible. For example, a permanent Federal facility might be
located in Lake Placid and be used, on a temporary basis, for
housing the athletes at minimum additional Federal cost. This
matter needs to be researched and Commerce's draft signing state-
ment calls on the Secretary to review this situation with the
Lake Placid Olympic Committee.

We have also drafted a signing statement for your consideration
which is similar to the Commerce statement but contains more

emphasis on our concerns.

Paul H. O0'Neill

Acting Director

Enclosures



STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT

I have today signed into law S. 2184, a bill to authorize
Federal financial assistance for planning, design and construc-
tion or improvement of facilities for the 1980 Olympic Winter
Games at Lake Placid, New York.

This legislation will not only furnish the resources
necessary for the next Winter Olympic Games to be held in the
United States; it will also provide training facilities for
future American Olympic athletes, which will enhance their
ability to compete with heavily subsidized teams from other
nations.

I am committed to the improvement of amateur sports in
the United States and the strengthening of our Olympic teams.
I believe that this can be accomplished without massive gov-
ernment interference or subsidies. For this reason my proposal
for Federal financing of the Lake Placid Games, which I intro-
duced last May, entailed only the construction of permanent,
unique sports facilities at a cost of $28 million in grants to
the Lake Placid Olympic Organizing Committee.

The bill I am approving today authorizes $49,040,000
for permanent facilities and for other capital funding needed
for the games. The additional authorization provided in this
bill is intended to provide temporary and support facilities
(i.e., housing, spectator and administration facilities), and
support services for the games.

I continue to believe that this additional financial
assistance should not be provided by the Federal taxpayer.
Accordingly, I am asking Secretary Richardson to take action
to fund the permanent, unique facilities covered in the
Adnministration's proposal of May 10, 1976. I am also asking
that he meet with the Lake Placid Olympic Committee to review
its needs for related facilities and to seek ways to meet

those needs without additional Federal expenditure.



ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS

Bepartment of Justice
Washington, 8.¢. 20530

September 20, 1976

Honorable James T. Lynn

Director, Office of Management
and Budget

Washington, D. C. 20503

Dear Mr. Lynn:

In compliance with your request, I have examined
a facsimile of the enrolled bill S.2184, "To authorize
appropriations for the winter Olympic games, and for
other purposes."

S. 2184 would authorize the Secretary of Commerce
to participate in the organization for, planning, design,
and construction of facilities in connection with the
1980 Olympic winter games at Lake Placid, New York.

The Department of Justice defers to the agencies
more directly concerned with the subject matter of the
bill as to whether it should receive Executive approval.

Simpterely,

Yottt (le: Celieone

Michael M. Uhlmann
Assistant Attorney General



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

% | GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE
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oEp 21 1976

Honorable James T. Lynn

Director, Office of Management
and Budget

Washington, D. C. 20513

Attention: Assistant Director for Legislative Reference

This is in response to your request for the views of this Department
concerning S. 2184, an enrolled enactment,

"To authorize appropriations for the Winter
Olympic games, and for other purposes, '

to be cited as the Olympic Winter Games Authorization Act of 1976,

This legislation would authorize the Secretary of Commerce
(hereinafter Secretary) to provide financial assistance in connection
with the staging of the XIII international Olympic games at Lake Placid,
New York, in 1980. The Federal financial assistance authorized by
S. 2184 is provided in recognition of the unique economic circumstances
of the Lake Placid area and not to be considered as establishing a

precedent for any future Federal financial assistance for international
athletic competitions.

Financial Assistance

The Secretary is directed to provide up to $49. 04 million in grants
to the Lake Placid 1980 Olympic Games, Incorporated, or to state,
local, or other governmental agencies for purposes of assisting in the
planning, design, and construction or improvement of winter games
facilities, and for purposes of land acquisition and legal and fiscal
fees in connection with the winter games. If the cost of any project
exceeds the original estimated cost, plus any cost savings which can
be applied from any other project, the Secretary can not make a
grant for more than 50 percent of the remaining cost of such project.
The Secretary is authorized to provide financial assistance for
projects related to the winter games under Title I of the Public Works
and Economic Development Act of 1965 (42 U.S.C. 3131 - 3136). An
additional $250, 000 is authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary
for administrative expenses incurred in carrying out this Act.
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Types of Facilities

Federal financial assistance can be used to assist in the planning,
design, and construction or improvement of ""winter games facilities''.
The term "'winter games facilities'' is defined to include a field house,
ski jumps, skating ovals or arenas, housing for athletes, a winter
sports arena, administrative offices, dressing rooms, equipment,
storage facilities, a luge run, parking facilities, facilities for increased
electrical power, sanitary and water facilities, and a scoreboard and
other miscellaneous facilities. The Secretary is required to assure
that such winter games facilities are planned, designed, and constructed
or improved in a manner which will provide maximum continued public
use following the conclusion of the Olympic winter games.

Environmental Protection

The Secretary shall require that all winter games facilities,
financed under S. 2184, are planned, designed, and constructed in
a manner which is consistent with State laws, rules, regulations,
and plans governing the use, management, and development of
Adirondack Park. The Secretary can not, as a condition of receipt
of financial assistance, require any modification in such State
law, rule, regulation or plan. Further, he must take appropriate
action to asure that all related activites are carried out in a manner
designed to recognize the outdoor recreational and wilderness values
of Adirondack Park and the Lake Placid area.

Reports, Records and Audit

The Secretary must submit, to the Congress and the President,
interim progress reports within 3 months after the end of FY 1977
and of each of the 2 succeeding fiscal years. A final report must
be submitted within 3 months after the conclusion of the winter
games.

Each recipient of Federal financial assistance is required to
keep such records as the Secretary shall prescribe which disclose
the amount and disposition of the proceeds, the total cost of the
project for which such assistance is given, the amount supplied by
other sources, and an identification of such other sources. The
Secretary and the Comptroller General of the United States are to
have access, for the purposes of audit and examination, to any books
and records of each recipient of financial assistance, until the expira-

tion of 3 years after the completion of the related project.
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The Department of Commerce recommends approval by the
President of S. 2184, The President had endorsed legislation pro-
viding more limited financial assistance for the 1980 Winter Olympic
Games ($28 million for the construction of certain permanent sports
facilities). We believe, accordingly, that support for those facilities
must be provided from funds appropriated for other EDA programs.

A draft signing statement is enclosed for your consideration.
We suggest that the President issue this signing statement which
endorses the Congress' finding (Section 2(5)) that this legislation is
not to be construed in any way as establishing a precedent for either
the Federal Government or the Secretary of Commerce (through the
Public Works and Economic Development Act) to provide financial
assistance for other international athletic competitions. The state-
ment also refers to the commitment to fund permanent sports
facilities from existing EDA appropriations and indicates that financing
of other facilities is under consideration within the Administration,

Although the $28 million for permanent facilities, which had
been requested by the President, would be financed from EDA
Title I appropriations, the enrolled bill authorizes $49 million.
Accordingly, to the extent that the funding authority in excess of
the President's request is used, the bill could result in an additional
federal expenditure of $21 million.

Sincerely, /
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

SEP 23 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Enrolled Bill S. 2184 - Olympic Winter Games Authorization
Act of 1976 ‘
Sponsors - Senators Javits (R) New York and Buckley (1)
New York :

Last Day for Action

September 29, 1976 - Wednesday

Purpose

Authorizes Federal financial assistance for planning, design and
construction or improvement of facilities for the 1980 Olympic
winter games at Lake Placid, New York.

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval (Signing state-
, ment attached)

Department of Commerce Approval (Signing state-

ment attached)

Department of State Approval

Department of the Interior No objection

Department of Justice Defers

Discussion

Representative McEwen (N.Y.) and Senators Javits and Buckley
sponsored legislation early this year to provide $50 million in
Federal support to Lake Placid, New York, for the 1980 Olympic
winter games, to be administered by the Secretary of Commerce.
The $50 million funding level was based on a proposal developed
by the Lake Placid Organizing Committee and was intended to cover
the cost of most of the permanent and temporary facilities which
may be needed for staging the event. The Committee's breakdown
of estimated total costs and offsetting revenues is as follows:



Progosal

Estimated Net Costs
($ in millions)

Federal State Local

Sports facilities......... 28.0 14.0 -0-
Support facilities........ 22.0 -0~ -0-
Support services....... .es -0- 2.0 13.7
Subtotal 50.0 l16.0 13.7
Less: :
Offsetting revenues.... -0- -0~ -13.0
Normal Federal grants.. -0- -4.0 -0-
Net costs........ 50.0 12.0 0.7

|
|

On May 7, 1976, you announced that you would request legislation

to provide for special financial assistance for the 1980 Olympic
winter games, and on May 10 the Department of Commerce submitted
draft legislation to the Congress which would have provided funding
only for the permanent sports facilities, plus no more than 50
percent of any cost overruns for those facilities. Specifically,
the Administration legislation would have authorized:

- assistance, not to exceed $28 million, for permanent
sports facilities;

- financing through existing authorities (under title I
of the Public Works and Economic Development Act of
1965 (PWEDA)) and appropriations to the maximum extent
possible; and '

- no special Federal assistance for temporary and support
facilities, such as housing, offices, etc.

Provisions of S. 2184

The Congress, feeling that the Administration's proposal was
inadequate, ignored our proposal. The enrolled bill (which is
basically the original McEwen bill) would authorize appropriations
of $49,040,000 to the Secretary of Commerce to provide financial
assistance to the Lake Placid 1980 Olympic Games, Incorporated

(a not-for-profit corporation), or to State, local or other
governmental agencies to assist in the planning, design, and
construction or improvement of winter games facilities. The bill
provides that these funds "shall be provided in such sums, at



such times, and under such conditions as the Secretary considers
necessary and appropriate.” The bill would also authorize
appropriations of $250,000 for administrative costs.

In addition, the bill would permit the Secretary to provide
financial assistance for projects related to the Olympic
winter games under Title I of the PWEDA, without being subject
to the non-Federal matching requlrement or limitation on the
amount available to any one State in that Title. Revenues
generated by the games in excess of actual costs are to revert
' to the Treasury.

"Winter games facilities" is defined in the enrolled bill to
include a field house, ski jumps, a luge run, skating ovals

or arenas, athletes' housing, a winter sports arena, administra-
tive offices, parking facilities, facilities for increased
electrical power, sanitary and water facilities, dressing rooms,
equipment, storage facilities, and a scoreboard and other
miscellaneous facilities.

The enrolled bill would also require the Secretary to assure that
the Federal financial assistance will be granted in a manner
which will provide maximum continued public use of the facilities
after the 1980 Olympic winter games, as well as preserve and
enhance the outdoor recreational and wilderness values of
Adirondack Park and the Lake Placid area. The Secretary would
also be directed to submit annual interim reports to the Presi-
dent and Congress on the progress made toward preparing for the
Games and a final report containing a summary of all actions
taken under this bill. '

Agency views

In its attached views letter, Commerce recommends approval of

the enrolled bill, but notes that, in light of the more limited
financial assistance you had endorsed, support for permanent
sports facilities must be provided from funds already appropriated
for other Economic Development Administration (EDA) programs.
Commerce recommends, and-has attached, a signing statement

(1) calling attention to the explicit congressional flndlng in
the bill that this legislation should not be construed in any

way as establishing a precedent for any future Federal financial
assistance for international athletic competitions, (2) referring
to the commitment to fund permanent sports facilities from exist-
ing EDA appropriations, and (3) indicating that financing of
other facilities is under consideration within the Administration.



Commerce concludes that "to the extent that the funding authority
in excess of the President's request is used, the bill could
result in an additional federal expenditure of $21 million."

Recommendation

We agree with the Department of Commerce that the bill should be
approved. We are opposed to the broad approach of financial
assistance in the bill and the possibility that we may be setting
a serious precedent with respect to providing financial assistance
to events of this type in the future. However, the construction
of permanent facilities can be financed by funds that have already
been appropriated to the Economic Development Administration

in Commerce, and the bill does have a "finding" which attempts

to prevent this act from becoming a costly precedent.

With regard to the non-permanent sports facilities, there may
well be attempts in the future by members of the New York
Congressional delegation to seek a resolution to the problems

of housing and ancillary activities. Low cost solutions are
possible. For example, a permanent Federal facility might be
located in Lake Placid and be used, on a temporary basis, for
housing the athletes at minimum additional Federal cost. This
matter needs to be researched and Commerce's draft signing state-
ment calls on the Secretary to review this situation with the
Lake Placid Olympic Committee.

We have also drafted a signing statement for your consideration
which is similar to the Commerce statement but contains more

emphasis on our concerns. :

Paul H. O0'Neill

Acting Director

Enclosures



SIGNING STATEMENT

I have today signed into law S. 2184, a bill to authorize
Federal financial assistance for planning, design and construction
or improvement of facilities for the 1980 Olympic Winter Games
at Lake Placid, New York.

I am pleased to reaffirm my endorsement of last May for
Federal participation in the funding of facilities for the 1980
Olympic Games. At that time, I proposed Federal financing for
permanent, unique sports facilities necessary for the 1980 Winter
Games, which would have residual value for future training for
U.S. athletes preparing for international competition. Under my
proposal, $28,000,000 in grants would be provi@ed to the Lake
Placid Organizing Committee. |

The bill I am approving today authorizes $49,040,000 for
permanent facilities and for other capital funding needed for
the games. The additional authorization in the bill is intended
to provide temporary and support facilities (i.e., housing,
spectator and administration facilities), and support sefvices for
the games.

I continue to believe that this additional financial assistance
should not be provided by the Federal taxpayer. Accordingly,

I am asking Secretary Richardson to take action to fund the
pefmanent, unique facilities covered in the Administration's
proposal of May 10, 1976. I am also asking that he meet with the
Lake Placid Olympic Committee to review its needs for related
facilities and to seek ways to meet those needs without additional

Federal expenditures.



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

SEP 99 1975

Dear Mr. Lynn:

The Department of State has received a request from
Mr. James M. Frey, Assistant Director for Legislative
Reference, Office of Management and Budget, to provide its
views and recommendations on Enrolled Bill S.2184.

The Department has long believed in the efficacy of
intercultural activities carried out by the private sector
in the interest of promoting mutual understanding between
peoples. The Olympic Winter Games Authorization Act of
1976 will provide financial support for an athletic event
which should inspire people to appreciate and respect
each other through love of sport.

Since the city of Lake Placid would not be able to
host the 1980 games without this federal aid and the
facilities will be constructed or improved in a manner
which will provide maximum continued public use and benefit
following the conclusion of the games, we recommend that
this bill be signed into law.

Sincerely,

L4
%I

Acting Assistant Secretary
for Congressional Relations

The Honorable
James T. Lynn, Director
Office of Management and Budget.



United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

QEP £ Wb
Dear Mr, ILynn:

This responds to your request for our views on the enrolled bill
S. 2184, "To authorize approprlations for the winter Olympic
games, and for other purposes.

We would have no objection to approval of the bill by the
President.

S. 2184 authorizes an appropriation of $49,0L0,000 to the Secretary
of Cormerce for the Olympic winter games which are to be held in
the United States at Lake Placid, New York, in 1980.

The Secretary of Commerce is directed to assure that all activities
related to the Olympic winter games are carried out in a manner
designed to recognize the outdoor recreational and wilderness
values of Adirondack Park and the Lake Placid area and meet the
needs of the Olympic winter games.

The Secretary also is directed to take such action to assure that

" all winter game facilities are designed and constructed in a manner
which will provide maximum continued public use and benefit following
the conclusion of the Olympic winter games,

Singeyrely yours,

-

(iZe o5 O
Aecighs

Zv Secretary of the Interior

Honorable James T. Lynn

Director, Office of
Management and Budget

Washington, D.C.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

DATE: 9/24/76

TO: JUDY JOHNSTON

—-———-——-—-——-..-——-—-—--.‘-—a——o—-—-——--n--—a—-

Comments:

Recommend approval of S. 2184 - Olympic
Winter Games Authorization Act of 1976.

Note recommended changes on signing

ceremony. Please coordinate these with
Doug Smith.

cc: Allen Moore



SIGNING STATEMENT

I have today signed into law S. 2184, a bill to authorize
Federal financial assistance for planning, design and con-
struction or improvement of facilities for the 1980 Olympic
Winter Games at ILake Placid, New York.

This legislation will not only furnish the resources necessary
for the next Winter Olympic Games to be held in the United
States; it will also provide training facilities for future
American Olympic athletes, which will enhance their abilities
to compete with heavily subsidized teams from other nations.

I am committed to the improvement of amateur sports in
the country and the strengthening of our Olympic teams. I
believe that this can be accomplished without massive
government intrusion or subsidy. That is why my proposal
for Federal financing of the Lake Placid Games, which I
introduced last May, entailed only the construction of
permanent, unique sports facilities at a cost of $28 million
in grants to the Lake Placid Olympic Organizing Committee.

The bill I am approving today authorizes $49,040,000
for permanent facilities and for other capital funding
needed for the games. The additional authorization in the
bill is intended to provide temporary and support facilities
(i.e., housing, spectator and administration facilities),

and support services for the games.
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I continue to believe that this additional financial
assistance should not be provided by the Federal taxpayer.
Accordingly, I am asking Secretary Richardson to take action
to fund the permanent, unique facilities covered in the
Administration's proposal of May 10, 1976. I am also asking
that he meet with the Lake Placid Olympic Committee to
review its needs for related facilities and to seek ways to

meet those needs without additional expenditures.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 24, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CAVANAUGH
FROM: MAX L. FRIEDERSDORF /M(. b .
SUBJECT :

S.2184 - Olympic Winter Games
Authorization Act of 1976

The Office of Legislative Affairs concurs with the agencies

that the Subject bill be signed in ceremony.

Attachments



























SIGNING STATEMENT

I have today signed into law S. 2184, a bill to authorize
Federal financial assistance for planning, design and construction
or improvement of facilities for the 1980 Olympic Winter Games
at Lake Placid, New York.

I am pleased to reaffirm my endorsement of last May for
Federal participation in the funding of facilities for the 1980
Olympic Games. At that time, I proposed Federal financing for
permanent, unique sports facilities necessary for the 1980 Winter
Games, which would have residual value for future training for
U.S. athletes preparihg for international competition. Under my
proposal, $28,000,000 in grants would be provided to the Lake
Placid Organizing Committee.

The bill I am approving today authorizes $49,040,000 for
permanent facilities and for other capital funding needed for
the games. The additional authorization in the bill is intended
to provide temporary and support facilities (i.e., housing,
spectator and administration facilities), and support services for
the games.

I continue to believe that this additional financial assistance
should not be provided by the Federal taxpayer. Accordingly,

I am asking Secretary Richardson to take action to fund the
permanent, unique facilities covered in the Administration's
proposal of May 10, 1976. I am also asking that he meet with the
Lake Placid Olympic Committee to review its needs for related
facilities and to seek ways to meet those needs without additional

Federal expenditures.



SIGNING STATEMENT

I am pleased to reaffirm my endorsement of last May for Federal
participation in the funding of facilities for the 1980 Olympic Games
to be held at Lake Placid, New York. At that time, I proposed Federal
financing for permanent, unique sports facilities necessary for the
1980 Winter Games, which would have residual value for future training
for U.S. athletes preparing for international competition. This was
in support of $28, 000, 000 in grants to the Lake Placid Organizing
Committee.

The bill which I am approving today provides for these facilities
and also provides for other capital funding needed for the games at
a total cost of $49, 040, 000.

Nevertheless, I continue to believe that there are limits to what
the Federal Government can and should do to support even as worthy
an undertaking as hosting the Olympic Games. I also continue to
believe that to the extent possible financial support of the Olympic
Games which must be committed in 1977 should be accomplished
within the amounts already appropriated for 1977.

I am asking Secretary Richardson to take action to fund the
permanent unique facilities covered in his Department's proposal
of May 10, 1976, I am also asking that he meet with the Lake Placid
Olympic Committee to review their needs for related facilities;
particularly I am asking him to determine whether there are acceptable
alternatives to the construction of a large Olympic Village at a total
cost of nearly $15, 000, 000. This amount seems excessive for the
means of housing athletes and other participants for the brief period

of the Games.
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The signing of this bill should not be construed as setting a

precedent for future Federal financial support of Olympic or other

international meets. Financial assistance is being given in this

case because of the unique economic circumstances of the Lake

Placid area.


















































