
The original documents are located in Box 53, folder “8/14/76 HR11076 Relief of Ok Ja 
Choi” of the White House Records Office: Legislation Case Files at the Gerald R. Ford 

Presidential Library. 
 

Copyright Notice 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald R. Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  
 
Exact duplicates within this folder were not digitized. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
ACTION 

WASHINGTON 

Last Day: August 21 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

August 13, 1976 

THE PRESIDENT 

JIM CANNOQ 

SUBJECT: H.R. 256~~ief of 
Marco Antonio Hughes, 
Maria Augusta Hughes, 

Luisa Marillac Hughes, 
Maria del Cisne Hughes, 
and Ivan Hughes 

H.R. 5052 - Relief of Yolanda E. Vez 

H.R. 6687 Relief of Doo Hoon Park 

_,H. R. 11076 - Relief of Ok Ja Choi 

Attached for your consideration are four enrolled bills 
which would define the ten beneficiares as "children" 
for purposes of the Immigration and Nationality Act 
and permit them status as permanent residents of the U.S., 
thus facilitating their adoption by U.S. citizens. 

Additional information is provided in OMB's enrolled bill 
report at Tab A. 

OMB, NSC, Max Friedersdorf, Counsel's Office (Lazarus) and 
I recommend approval of the enrolled bills. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign H.R. 2565 at Tab B. 

That you sign H.R. 5052 at Tab c. 

That you sign H.R. 6687 at Tab D. 

That you sign H.R. 11076 at Tab E. 

Digitized from Box 53 of the White House Records Office Legislation Case Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND 'BUDGET 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20503 

. ~ 

AUG 1 3 1976 
, . 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 
' 

Subject'; 
1 

• 

Enrolled Bill.s ·.!-
(1) H.R. 2565 ~ Relief of Luisa Marillac Hughes, 

Marco Antonio Hughes, Maria del Cisne Hughes, 
Maria Augusta Hughes, Miguel Vincente Hughes, 
Veronica del Rocao Hughes, and Ivan Hughes 

Sponsor - Rep. Charles Wilson (D) Texas 
(2) H. R. 5052 - Relief of Yolanda E. Vez 

Sponsor - Rep. Matsunaga {D) Hawaii 
(3) H.R. 6687 - Relief of Doo Hoon Park 

Sponsor - Rep. Frenzel (R) Minnesota 
- · "> (4) H.R. 11076 - Relief of Ok Ja Choi 

Sponsor - Rep. Karth (D) Minnesota 

Last Day for Action 
I 

August 21, 1976 - Saturday 

Purpose 

To facilitate the adoption of alien children by United States 
citizens. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Immigration and Naturalization Service 
Department of State 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 
No objection 

The four enrolled bills would define the ten beneficiaries as 
"children" for purposes of the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) 
and permit them status as permanent residents of the u.s., thus 
facilitating their adoption by u.s. citizens. 

, . .,.• .. ... ' . 
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The INA. provides an exception to the immigraidon waiting list 
for children who are adopted by u.s. citizens, if the children 
are 14 years of age or younger and if the natural parents are 
dead. If these requirements are not met, the children would 
have to '~go through the pcirmal nonpreference immigrant procedures. 
It is impossible to predict when visas would actually be issued 
under the current nrimerical limitations on the nonpreference 
categor-y. In addition, the INA provides that the adoptive 
parents may receive only two such~xemptions from the non
preference immigrant procedures. 

In all the cases involved here, the adopting parents either 
have already used their quota of two exemptions in adopting 
other alie~ children, or would exceed the limit of two by 
adopting the beneficiaries involved. The enrolled bills would 
waive this limit of two for the beneficiaries. 

In th& case of H.R. 5052 and H.R. 
over the age of 14 and thus would 
ference category on that ground. 
the age limit in these cases. 

6678, the beneficiaries are 
not be eligible for the pre
The enrolled bills would waive 

In the case of H.R. 2565, H.R. 5052 and H.R. 6687, at least one 
parent of one of the beneficiaries is still alive and has con
sented to the adoption of their child. The enrolled bills would 
waive the restriction against such children being placed in the 
preference category. 

The beneficiaries named in H.R. 2565 are all from Ecuador and 
are currently residing in the U.S. on visitors' visas with their 
adoptive parents. The enrolled bill would waive the requirement 
that they must leave the u.s. before they can be converted to a 
permanent resident status. 

In all cases, the enrolled bills provide that the natural parents, 
brothers, or sisters of the beneficiaries shall not receive any 
right, privilege, or status under the INA by virtue of their 
relationship to the beneficiaries. 

. .,..(r····-· . 

~ y., . .a;; Lf ~-. . 
;issistant· Direc~ for · 

Legislative Reference , 

Enclosures 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE 

Washington 25, D.C. 

01' I' I Cit 01' TH 1!: COMMISSION I!:R 
AND RI[P£R TO THIS FILII: ~0. 

11 AUG 1976 
A21 219 282 

TO OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Private Bill No. H .R. 11076 , Office of Management 

CO Form 18 

(REV. 1-17-72) 

and Budget request dated August 9, 1976. 

Beneficiary or Beneficiaries __ Ok Ja _<;_hoi. _____ ________ _ 

Pursuant to your request for thP viPws of thf' DP.pnrtmPnt of Justicf' on 
the subject bill, a review has been madP of thP fac,;imilt- of thP hill, the rf'
lating Congressional Committee report ar rt>ports. and all pP.rtint>nt information 
in the files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service 

On the basis of this review the Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
on behalf of the Department of Justice: 

[!] Recommends approval of the bill 

0 Interposes no objection to approval of the bill 

Sincerely, 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

Dear Mr. Lynn: 

Reference is made to Mr. Frey's communication 
of August 9, 1976, transmitting for comment enrolled 
bill, H.R. 11076, "For the relief of Ok Ja Choi". 

This Department has no objection to the enact
ment of this bill. 

The Honorable 

Sincerely yours, 

tkt-zd=: 
Acting Assistant Secretary 
for Congressional Relations 

James T. Lynn, Director, 
Office of Management 

and Budget. 

.. 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND 'BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

; 

AUG 1 3 1976 
,. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject': Enrolled Bil}.s._...~ 

1 {1) H.R. 2565 -:- Relief of Luisa Marillac Hughes, 
Marco Antonio Hughes, Maria del Cisne Hughes, 
Maria Augusta Hughes, Miguel Vincente Hughes, 
Veronica del Rocio Hughes, and Ivan Hughes 

Sponsor - Rep. Charles Wilson (D) Texas 
(2) H. R. 5052 - Relief of Yolanda E. Vez 

Sponsor - Rep. Matsunaga (D) Hawaii 
(3) H.R. 6687 - Relief of Doo Hoon Park 
• Sponsor - Rep. Frenzel (R) Minnesota 

~(4) H.R. 11076 - Relief of Ok Ja Choi 
Sponsor - Rep. Karth (D) Minnesota 

Last Day for Action 
I 

August 21, 1976 - Saturday 

Purpose 

To facilitate the adoption of alien children by United States 
citizens. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Immigration and Naturalization Service 
Department of State 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 
No objection 

The four enrolled bills would define the ten beneficiaries as 
"children" for purposes of the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) 
and permit them status as permanent residents of the u.s., thus 
facilitating their adoption by u.s. citizens. 

" .. ,.• .. " ~ . 

.. 
~. 
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The INA provides an exception to the immigra~ion waiting list 
for children \f?hO are adopted by U.S. ci ti z·ens, if the children 
are 14 years of age or younger and if the natural parents are 
dead. If these requirements are not met, the children would 
have to '.go through the pormal nonpreference immigrant procedures. 
It is impossible to predict when visas would actually be issued 
under the current nrimerical limitations on the nonpreference 
category. In addition, the INA provides that the adoptive 
parents may receive only two suchrexemptions from the non
preference immigrant procedures. 

In all the cases involved here, the adopting parents either 
have already used their quota of two exemptions in adopting 
other alie~ children, or would exceed the limit of two by 
adopting the beneficiaries involved. The enrolled bills would 
waive this limit of two for the beneficiaries. 

In th~ case of H.R. 5052 and H.R. 
over the age of 14 and thus would 
ference category on that ground. 
the age limit in these cases. 

6678, the beneficiaries are 
not be eligible for the pre
The enrolled bills would waive 

In the case of H.R. 2565, H.R. 5052 and H.R. 6687, at least one 
parent of one of the beneficiaries is still alive and has con
sented to the adoption of their child. The enrolled bills would 
waive the restriction against such children being placed in the 
preference category. 

The beneficiaries named in H.R. 2565 are all from Ecuador and 
are currently residing in the u.s. on visitors' visas with their 
adoptive parents. The enrolled bill would waive the requirement 
that they must leave the u.s. before they can be converted to a 
permanent resident status. 

In all cases, the enrolled bills provide that the natural parents, , 
brothers, or sisters of the beneficiaries shall not receive any 
right, privilege, or status under the INA by virtue of their 
relationship to the beneficiaries. 

Enclosures 

.I .... • • ... ' . 

(Signed) James M. Frey 

Assistant· Director for 
Legislative Reference 



94TH CoNGRESS} HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { REPORT 
td Seasion No. 94-1280 

OK JA CHOI 

JuNE 18, 1976.-Commltted to the Committee on the Whole House and 
ordered to be printed 

Mr. FISH, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany H.R. 11076] 

The Committee on the .Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
(H.R. 11076), for the relief of Ok Ja Choi, having considered the 
same, report· favo-rably thereon with01.1t amendment and recommend 
that the billdo pass. 

l'URPOSE OF THE BILL 

The purpose of this. bill is to facilitate the admission into the United 
States of the. prf?Spective adoptive child of citizens of the United 
States. · 

GENlJRAL INFORMATION 

The beneficiary of this bill is a 1-yell.l"-old native and citizen of 
KorelL who is coming to the United States for adoption by citizens of 
the lJnited Sta~ who have completed the preadoption requirements 
in the state of Mirineeo.t'a. The beneficiary is an abandoned child who 
is livhtg with a fi:>ster. famUy in Korea. The adopt.ive parents have no 
natuta.I chi.ld111'n but ha:ve"two other adopted children. . 

The pertiJ\ept facts i~i thi~ case are contained· in a letter dated 
~;rc)l231 1~76. f~o~ the ·go~i~ip~~r of ,Im~igra~~n and Niltijfali
zatiOh. to the Gh~tirman of the Committee on· the J ud1c1ary. That letter 
and a~compariying memorandum read as io1lows: 

UNITED STATES DEI'ARTM:E;NT oF Juenm<, 
!MMIGRATION AND NATURALI~ATION SERVICE, 

. . · lV(L8hington, D .0., March f 3,, 1976. 
Hon. PETER ·w. Ron~o, Jr., .. . -.-
Ohai" . . OiJ!in;iJtittM .the Ju4ii;iary~ 
Ro.us~}\epreiien~ilti::ls; WiUhinrjtim, D.O. 

DEAR MR. en.Aml.rA:N :·In response to your request for a r~port rela
tive to the bill (H.R. 11076) for the relief of Ok J a Chol., there is 
attached a memorandum of information concerning the beneficiary. 
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The bill woul~ .provide that the ~neficiary, ~ho is to be adopted. by 
United States citizens, may be classified as a .child and be gran.t~d Im
mediate relative status. The bill further provides that the prov1s1on of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act which. limits the number of pe~i
tions that may be approved for adqP.ted children shall not be applic
able in this case. The bill also provides that the natural parents or 
brothers or sisters of the beneficiary shall not, by virtue of such rel~
tionship, be acl'orded anY.. _rj.g_h.t,._privil~g~ or status under the Immi-
gration and Nationality Act. . 

Ahent enitctfmtitit ~f the bill; the ~n~lcit.ry; II. rutttv'e !Of :J(Io~ea, 
would be chargeable to the nonp1·efennoo portion of the num~nc~l 
limitation for immigrant&..a.nd. conditianalentrants from countnes m 
the Eastern Hemisphere. 

Sinc~reo/,! 
r:nEo~Ah& F.-'CB:i,\:Piih~ Jr., 

0 O'I'TIITllissioner. 
Enclosure. 

MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRATION AND 

NATURALIZ.t\'J.'Iq~1 ~lfVI.f,ll ~L~S :Jtlf JH.R. 11076 

Information concerning the case was obtained from Mr . . 
'atta MM ·lttt1:1M't ~~ t}wt pr~b*i~ .klopti-re 'parents of!' 
~·~mdici~. · · 

The Mnefi.diary, Ok Ja ~l, ,.,as bor11 on or abont· ~f.ly;~,-
1975 in Korea. Her parents are unknown. She was ~oond .a6a..n-: 
doned and is presentl.y.in·the CYStody of-the Socutl. Welfare 
.SOfie~y, I~., SeQul, KOJ;.~a. Hfl,J: ntme f\.Ild Q.at~ of b1rt~ were 
·fisgigned ~by ' that· :~'t1. Otihb.lte ~8-~:'~ti~,:St;: .~hJ,! 
· Minne80fjft~ is the' agency ...-hich ha.3 beeti · i'ri:v~lf'ed ui ~aCing· 
the beneficiary. Their information, obtained through the 
agency in Korea, in'ditlatee: that the beti:eficiary ~s prese~tly 
liv~: witl:t {!. ,tQster, family i:p. 'faeg~u1i9J~S., pnt1l such ti,n~ 
aS· p\ft>~ atrangements can~ ~tnt.a~te~d. . ,, . , 

:Ro t .and.Barbara P~h.s, who are nati~ and ~itrze~ of th~ 
Unit-e<i.Stll.tes, were J?orn on Decetnb6r 1lt:, 1_-~30 and Nnverrt~ .. 
·bet 18, ~94~, tespectlv~ly. !heY wet'~ .Jt(art.I~d on._4-pril .t,$;. ; 
19~ and pi"esently res1de ~n. 'White l;l~ar La~a, ~i.1ln~a. . _ 
¥ri,Oelts ,is. the mana$er t>f .the It~rry,( !t: ()Chs msura~c,e 
agency b{ St. faul, Mm?e.sota .a~d ~!1-r.RS more t~a.,u $30,0()9 . 
per annum. Mrs. Ochs IS a hn'!lseWife. 'l'hey own ~ .ho~~ 
valu~d at $45,00.0 with. a .mot!:gage of $21,000. an~ h4ve per
sonal property ~alued at· $4,000 attd two automobiles nlued 

at ::/;~~d-M~. Ochs are physically able to h~~e children but 
prefe:r to adopt. They have filed two p:teviotrs petitions, ap
)?rtWed in 1~0 and 1912, to accord their adopted daughter, 
Tcho Y eong Hi (Lisa), and adopted 'SOn, Pak Il N a.tn. (Totn), 
immediate relative status for the issuance of immigrant 'Visas. 

A. !eJ»or,t fr?m the Department of State, dated February 27, 1976, 
on th1s leg~s1ation reads as follows: 

H .R. '1280 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
W aahinqton, D.O., Feb'rUary ~7, 1976. 

Hon. PETER W. RomNo, Jr., . 
(}hairman, (Jommittee on the JudWi,mry, HOU8e a! Bep:r_e6e'l/tatw9s, 

Wtf.Bi.~ :().0. 
DEA.a MR. Ca4llUlAN: In reference to your request for a report con

-cerning the case of Ok J a Choi, benefidary of H.~ 11076, 94t]l Con
.gr~, there is enclosed a memora,ndum of m£o~mat~Qn ooncenunA"_ the 
beneficiary. This memorandum h~s been su~m1tted ,b_y the A.tn~lC~ll 
Embassy at Seoul, Korea. where the be~efic~ary re~nd~.. . 

The bill would provide for the benefic1ary s classlfi.ca.t10n as a child 
and for the gr!Ultlng of immediate rela.tive status ~poq . a:pprov,a~ of a 

etition filfld by Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Ochs, Umted States c1bzens. 
·~he bilJ would also provide that the na~ural parents or bi"?ther~ and 
sisters of the beneficiary shall not by VIrtue of such rel.atl.o~ship be 
:accorded ~t-ny right, p~1vilege or sta.t~ under the. ~IllmigratiOn a.n~ 
Nationality Act. The .b1ll would a~ WIUve the provu~wns <?f. the Im~n
gration and Nationality Act relatmg to the number of pet:ttlons wh1ch 
may be approved on behalf of orph~t,ns. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure. 

RoBERT J. McCLOSKEY, 
A88istant S~cret~ 

for (Jongres8'fotnal Btlati(mJJ. 

MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION SUBMITTED BY THE AMERICAN 
EMBASSY AT SEOUL, KOREA, CONCERNING H.R. 11076 FOR THE 
RELIEF OF OK J A CHOI 

The beneficiary, Ok Ja Cl)~i1 was born in Korea on May 1; 
1975. On May 8, 19TIS, the new born child (two day~ t? o~e 
week old) was found 'by the police abandoned on a hill. m 
Pyungwha-dong, Kimchun City and was repor~d to Oity 
Hall officials who refeiTed the case to the SoCial Welfare 
Society, Inc. On May 10, 197o the SQCial Welfare Sooiety 
placed the child with fot!!ter parenta in Ta.egoo City where the 
beneficia,ry is currently being cared for. 

The beneficiary's adoptive parents, Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. 
Ochs of White Bear Lake, Mmnesot!l, are already the paren~s 
of t~o other foreign children. Se~twn 204(c) of the Immi
gration and N EJJ;ionality Act provides t~~t no more than two 
petitions may be approved. for one petitioner. on behalf of a 
child -unless necessa.ry to prevent the separat iOn of. broth~rs 
and sisters. Since the beiieficiary would b.e the thn;d child 
adopted by Mr. and Mrs. Ochs, Ok Ja Ch01 can quahfY. o~y 
as a nonpr,ei~rence applicant with an October 10, 1.975 pr10r1ty 
date reglst'l'ation. Visa :rlumbers are presently availabl~ to ap
plicants with priority dates earli~r ~han Jan~ary.l, 1974. 

The beneficiary underwent a m~dical examma~wn on June 
28 1975 under the auspices of Social Welfare Somety and was 
fo~nd to be in good· hea.Ith; 

Mr. Karth submitted the following letters in support of his bill: 

H.R. 1280 
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CoNGRESs oF THE UNITED STATES, 
· HousE oF REPRESENTATIVES, 

. . . Waahilngton, D.O;, May 14, 1976. 
'Hon. JosHUA EmBERG, . 
Chairman, Sub.comnnittee on Immigration, Citizenship and lnterna,
. ·· : .t~ .Law.Lqouse JudU;ia:ry Oomnnittee, Rayburn House Office 

Buttding, w-ashington, D.O. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: This is in reference to my private bill H.R. 

11076, for the relief of Ok Ja Choi. . . 
. . .I- am plelJ,sed to suppo1t this legislation. for several reasons. First, 
t~e provisi~n of t!te Immigration. ~nd Nat~onality Act limiting the 
h11mber of umnediate relatlve petltlons whiCh may be approved for 
orphans prevents the issuance of such a petition for Ok Ja Choi, since 
her adoptive par-ents, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ochs, preyiously adopted 
two other Korean orphans. . . . . , . 

Ok J a Choi would instead be placed in the npnpreference cate~ory 
with a priority date of October 10, 1915. At the present time tnere 
are no lion preference visa numbers available for Korean I).ati\tes; _whe~ 
they do become available they will go !o those .with . priori~Y. dates 
earlier than January 1, 1974. Thus there IS no tellmg wlien this mfant 
would be able to obtain such a visa number. 

Second, neitper. the Justice Department nor the State Depar~ment 
have raised any objections to the bill or found any derogatory mfor
mation in the course of making their re.Ports. Additionally, all pre
adoptive requirements for the State of Mmnesota hav:e been. met . . B~th 
the Mirul.esota Welfare Department and the Catholic Soc1al Service 
have approved the adoption. 

Finally I would like to comment on Robert and Barbara Ochs. In 
the words of the Catholic Social Service social worker, "Mr. and Mrs. 
Ochs have already demonstrated that they are excellent adoptive 
parents and have all the good qualities needed injarenting.'' I can 
only · add that the sooner Ok Ja Choi is permitte to join her new 
family~ the better her chances will be to grow into a healthy, happy 
little grrl. 

Thank you for your kind consideration in this matter. .' 
Sincerely, 

JosEPH E. KARm, 
Member of Congress. 

CoNGREss oF THE UNITED STATEs, 
H ousE OF REPRESENTATIVEs, 
Washington, D.O., April~' 1976. 

Re H.R. 11076, for the relief of Ok J a Choi. 
Ron. PETER W. RomNo, Jr., 
Chairman, Oommittee on the Judiciary, House of Representatives, 

Waskirt(Jton, D.c. 
Dl!lAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your letter of March 24 ad

vising that the Immigration and Naturalization Service report on 
H.R. 11076 has been received by your Committee. 

I am pleased to ~nclose a CO:{>Y ?f t~e report of the Minnesota J?e
partment of Pubhc Welfare mdicatmg that all state preadoptlon 
requirements have been met. 

H.R.1280 
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Please do let me know as soon as the bill is P.lace~ on t~e. agen~a. 
for consideration by the Subcommittee on ImmigratiOn, Citizenship 
and International Law. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosures. 

JOSEPH E. ltARTH, 
Member of Oongrestr. 

CATHOLIC SociAL SERVICE OF ST. PAUL, 
St. P~ Mitnln.., March ~9, 1976 • 

Re Ochs, Robert and Barbara; Choi, Ok Jab. May 1, 1975. 
Ron. JosEPH KARTli, 
Congressman, Federal Courts Building, 
St. Paul, Minn. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE KARm: Mr. and Mrs. Ochs have asked me to 
write to you. We wish to advise y{)u that Catholic Social Service has 
completed the home study and update for the Korean child, Choi, 
Ok J a, they hope to adopt. Department of Public Welfare has also 
approved and we enclose a copy of the Consent of the Commissioner. 

This matter has been pending for a long time and we are happy 
that you expect passage of their bill in April. 

Please call me at 222-3001 if any further information is needed. 
Catholic Social Service definitely recommends this family. Mr. and 

Mrs. Ochs have already demonstrated that they are excellent adoptive 
parents and have all the good qualities needed in parenting. 

Sincerely yours, 
(Mrs.) EVE L. FURSETH, 

Social Worker. 

STATE OF MINNESOTA, DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE, DIVISION OF 
SOCIAL SERVICES, CONSENT AND APPROVAL 

In accordance with the authority granted by the provisions of Sec
tion 257.05, Minnesota Statutes 1953 as amended by Section I, Chapter 
857, Laws of 1955; and pursuant to a request dated September 16, 
1975; I, Gary Haselhuhn under authorization delegated to me by the 
Commissioner of Public Welfare do hereby give consent and approval 
for Catholic Social Service of St. Paul, 355 W ashingt{)n Street, St . 
Paul, Minnesota to receive DPW #155384 Ok Ja Choi, a female childt 
born May 1, 1975 at Korea, into the State of Minnesota, for the purpose 
of placing such child in the home of Robert and Barbara Ochs at 2637 
Riviera Court, White Bear Lake, Minn., County of Ramsey. 

I am sat isfied that: The home in which the child is to be placed 
meets the Commissioner's standards as a suitable adoptive home for 
this child. 

CoMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC WoRKs, 
By GARY I!A.sELHUHN' 

Director, Division of Social Services. 

'Witness my hand and seal this 16 day of September A.D., One 
Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five. 

MARGARET HoLT, Notary Public. 

My commission expires September 22,1977. 

H.R. 1280 ' 
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BUDGETARY INFORMATION 

This legislation does not provide new budget authority and no esti
mate or comparison has been received from tlre Director of the Con
gressional Budget Office. 

OVERSIGHT STATEMENT 

The Committee exercises 8eneral oversight jurisdiction with respect 
to all immicril.tion and nationality matt.ers l>ut no specific oversight 
is eontemp.'J.ated in this instance. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

Upon consideration of all the facts ih this case, the Committee is of 
the opinion that H.R. 11076 ~hould be enacted and accordingly recom
lnends that the bill do pass. 

0 



Calendar No. I 048 
94TH CoNo:imss } 

2d8ession . 
SENATE { 

OK J.A CHOI 

At;GUST 4, 1976.-0rdered to be printed 

REPORT 
·No. 94-1114 

Mr. EASTLAND, :from the Committee on the J udicia.ry, 
submitted the :following 

REPORT 
[To accompany H.R. 11076] 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H.R. 11076), :for the relief of Ok Ja Choi1 haVing considered the 
same, reports :favorably thereon without amendment and recommends 
that the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE B~L 

The purpose of the bill is to facilitate the entry into the United 
States as an immediate relative the alien child to be adopted by United 
States citizeps, notwithstanding the fact that the prospective adop
tive parents have previously had the maximuin number of petitions 
approved. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 

The beneficiary of this bill is a 1-year-old native and citizen of 
Korea who is coming to the United States :for adoption by citizens of 
the United States who have completed the preadoptive requirements 
in the state of Minnesota. The beneficiary is an abandoned child who 
is living with a foster family in Korea. The adoptive parents have no 
natural children but have other adopted children . 

.A letter, with attached memorandum, dated March 23, 1976 .from 
the Commissioner of Immigration and Naturalization to the Chairman 
of the House Judiciary Committee with reference to the bill reads as 
follows: 

UNITED STATES DF:PARTUENT oF JusTicE, 
bnnoRATION AND NATURALIZA'l'ION SERVICE, 

W o.shi-ngtcm, D~o., March B3, 1976. 
Hon. PETER W. RomNo, Jr., 
Ohai?man, OO'ITI!lJ'Ii,ttee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D .0 . 
. DEAR MR. CnAmMAN : In response to your request :for a report rela

tive to the bill (H.R. 110.76) for the relief of Ok Ja Choi, there is 
attached a memorandum of information concerning the beneficiary. 
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The bill would provide that the beneficiary, who is to be adopted bv 
United States citizQns, may be classfiied as a child and be granted ini
mediate relative status. The bill further provides that the provision of 
the Immigration and N a.tionality Act which limits the number of peti
tions that may be approved for adopted children shall not be appli
cable in this case. The bill also provides that the natural parents or 
brothers or sisters of the beneficiary shall not, by virtue of such rela
tionship, be accorded any right, privilege or status under the Immi
gration and Nationality Act. 

Absent enactment of the bill, the beneficiary, a native of Korea, 
wonld be char~able to the nonpreference portion of the numerical 
limitation for Immigrants and conditional entrants from countries in 
the Eastern Hemisphere. 

Sincerely, 
LEO)iARD F. CnAPMAN, Jr., 

0 omtfTI,i8sioner. 
Enclosnre. 

MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION l'ROM IMMIGRATION AND 
NATURALIZATION SERVICE FILES RJo; H.R. 11076 

Information concerning the case was obtained from Mr. 
and Mrs. Robert Ochs, the prospective adoptive parents of 
the beneficiary, 

The beneficiaryt OK Ja Choi, was hom on or about May 1, 
1975 in Korea. Her parents are unknown. She was found aban
doned and is present}y in the custody of the Social Welfare 
Society, Inc., Seoul, Korea. Her name and date of birth were 
assigned by that agency. Catholic Social Service, St. Paul, 
Minnesota, is the agency which has bt-en involved in placing 
the beneficia.ry. Th~ir informa-tion, obtained through the 
~g~ncy ~ Korea, indic~t.es. that the beneficia,ry ~s ptese~tly 
lnu'\g w1t.h a foster fapnly In Tuegoo, Korea, until such time 
as adoption arrangements can be completed. 

Robert and Barbara Ochs. who are natives and citizens of 
the United States, were born on December 14, 1930 and No
vember 18, 1945, respectively. They were married on Aprill8, 
1969 -and p~~ly reside in White Bear Lak.e Minneaota. 
Mr. Ochs ie the manager of the Harry R. Ochs in2urance 
agency of St. Paul, Minnesota and earns more than $30,000 
per annum. Mrs. Ochs is a hou80wife. They own a home 
valued at $45,000 with a mortgage of $21,000 and have per
sonal property valued at $4,()00 and two automobiles valued 
at $8,000. 

Mr: and Mrs. Ochs are physically able to have children but 
prefer to adopt. They have filed two previous petitions ap~ 
proved in 1970 and 1972; to accord their adopted daughter 
';fcho ~ eong Hi .(lisa), and adop~d son, Pa~ II N am (Tom); 
Immediate relative status for the Issuance of Immigrant visas. 
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A report from the Department of State, dated February 27, 1976, 
on this legislation reads as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 

lV asllington, D.O., February 2?', 1976. 
Hon. PETER ,V. Romxo, Jr. 
Chairman, Committee on the J1tdiciary, House of Repre86ntatives, 

W ashingttm, D .0. 
DEAR MR. CuAmlllAN: In reference to your request for a report con

cenling the ca~e of Ok J a Choi, beneficiary of H.R. 11076, 94th Con
gress, there is enclosed a memorandum of information concerning the 
benefidary. This memorandum has been submitted by the American 
Embassy at Seoul, Korea where the beneficiary resides. 

The bill would provide :for the benefieiary's classification as a child 
and for the grantmg of immediate relative status upon approval of a 
petition filed by Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. Ochs, United States citizens. 
The bill would also provide that the natural parents or brothers and 
sisters of the beneflciar,r shall not by virtue of such relationship be 
accorded any right, pnvilege or status under the Immigration and 
Nationality Act. The bill would also waive the provisions of the Immi
gration and Nationality Act relating to the number of petitio:p.s which 
may be approved on behalf of orphans. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure. 

RoBERT J. McCLOSKEY, 
Assistant Secretar~ 

for Oongr~ssio714l R elations. 

J.IEMORAXDV~ OF IXFORl-lATJON SUB~UTTED BY THE AMERICAN 
EMBASSY AT SEOU L, ;KOREA, CONCERNING H .R. 11076 FOR THE 

RELIEF OF OK J A CHOI 

The beneficiary, Ok Ja Choi, was born in Korea on May 1, 
1975. On May 8, 1915, the new born child (two days to one 
week old) was found by the police abandoned on a hill in 
P.yungwha-dong, Kimchnn City and was rE'ported to City 
Hall officials who referred the case to the Social Welfare 
SociPty, In<'. On May 10, 1975 thP Social Welfare Society 
placed the child with foster parents in Taegoo City where the 
beneficiary is currently being cared for. 

'l'hP bf>npficiary's adoptivP parents, Mr. and Mrs. Robert F. 
Orhs. of Whitfl BPar Lake, Minnesota, are already the parents 
of two other foreign children. Section 204(c) of the Immi
gration and N ationQ.lity Act provides that no more than two 
retitions may be .approved for one petitioner on behalf of a 
child unless necessary to prevent the separation of brothers 
and sisters. Since the beneficiary would be the third child 
adopted by Mr. ·and Mrs. Ochs, Ok .Ta Choi can qualify only 
as a nonpreference applicant with an October 10, 1975 pri-
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ority date registration. Visa numbers are presently available 
to applicants with priority dates earlier than January 1, 197 4. 

The beneficiary underwent a medical examination on ,June 
28, 197 5 under the auspices of Social 'V elfare Society and was 
found to be in good health. 

Congressman Joseph E. Karth, the author of the bill, submitted 
the following supporting inform:;ttiou: 

CoNGRESS oF THE UNITED STATES, 
HousE OF REPRESENTATIVEs, 
Washington, D.O., May 14,1976. 

Hon. JosHUA EILBERG, 
Ohai'f'rti.an, Subaorn;m;ittee on Immigration, ·Oitizenship and /nte'l"ff,(bo 
, tional Law, House Judiaiary-Oomnnittee, Rayburn House Office 

Building, W.ashington, D.O. 
DEAR MR. CHAmMAN : This is in reference to my prh:ate bill H.R. 

11076, for the relief of Ok J a Choi. 
I am pleased to support this legislation for several reasons. First, 

the provision of the Immigration and Nationality Act limiting the 
number of immediate relative petitions which may be approved for 
or,Phans prevents the issuance of such a petition for Ok J a Choi~ since 
her adoptive parents, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ochs, previously adopted 
two other Korean orphans. 

Ok Ja Choi would instead be placed in the nonpreference category 
with a priority date of October 10, 1975. At the present time there 
are no non preference visa numbers available for Korean natives; when 
they do become available they will go to those with priority dates 
earlier than January 1, 1974. Thus there is no telling when this infant 
would be able to obtain such a visa number. 

Second, neither the Justice Department nor the State Department 
have raised any objections to the bill or found any derogatory infor
mation in the course of making their reports. Additionally, all pre
adoptive requirements for the State of Minnesota have been met. Both 
the Minnesota Welfare Department and the Catholic Social Service 
have approved the adoption. 

Finally I would like to comment on Robert and Barbara Ochs. In 
the words of the Catholic Social Service social worker, "Mr. and Mrs. 
Ochs have already demonstrated that they are excellent adoptive 
parents and have all the good qualities needed injarenting." I can 
only add that the sooner Ok J a Choi is permitte to join her new 
family, the better her chances will be to grow into a healthy, happy 
little girl. 

Thank you for your kind consideration in this matter. 
Sincerely, 

JOSEPH E. KAltTH, 
Member of (Jongress. 
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CoNGRESS oF THE UNITED STATEs, 
HousE oF }tEPRESENTATIVEe; 

W ashi'*.;.ton, D.O., April1J, 1976. 
Re H.R. 11076, for the relief of Ok Ja Choi. -
Hon. P ETER W. Roi>rNo, Jr. 
Ohairman, Committee on the Judic;iary, House of Representatives, 

W Mldngton, D.O. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your letter of March 24 ad

vising that the Immigration and Naturalization Service report on 
H.R. 11076 has been received by your Committee. 

I am pleased to enclose a copy of the report of the Minnesota De
partment ot Public Welfare mdiciating that all state preadoption 
requirements have been met. 

Please do· let me known as soon as the bill is placed on the agenda 
for consideration by the Subcommittee on Immigration, Citizenship 
and International Law. · ' 

Sincerely, 
,JOSEPH E. KARTH, 

Enclosures. 
!If ember of Oongres8. 

CATHOLIC SociAL SERVICE OF ST. PAUL, 
St. PUJUl, Minn., March 1J9, 1976. 

Re Ochs, Robert and Barbara; Choi, Ok Jab. May 1, 1975. 
Hon. JOSEPH KARTH, 
0 ongressman, Federal Omtrts Buildling, 
St. Paul, Minn. . 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE KARTH : Mr. and Mrs. Ochs have asked me to 
write to you. We wish to advise you that Catholic Social Service has 
completed the home study and update for the Korean child, Choi, 
Ok J a, they hope to adopt. Department of Public Welfare has also 
approved and we enclose a co:py of the Consent of the Commissioner. 

This matter has been pendmg: for a long time and we are happy 
that you expect passage of their bill in April. 

Please call me at 222-3001 if any further information is needed. 
Catholic Social Service definitely recommends this family. Mr. and 

Mrs. Ochs have already demonstrated that they are excellent adoptive 
parents and have all the good qualities needed in parenting. 

Sincerely yours, 
(Mrs.) EVE L. FURSETH, 

S ocial Worker. 

STATE OF MINNESOTA, DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE, DIVISION OF 
SOCIAL SERVICES, CONSENT AND APPROVAL 

In accordance with the authority granted by the provisions of Sec
tion 257.05, Minnesota. Statutes 1953 as amended by Section I, Chapter 
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857, Laws of 1955; and pursuant to a request dated September 16, 
1975; I, Gary Haselhuhn under authorizatwn delegated to me by the 
Commissioner of Public Welfare do het·eby give con~nt and approval 
for Catholic Soeial Service of St. Paul, 355 Washington Street, St. 
Paul, Minnesota to receive DPW #155384: Ok Ja Choi, a female child, 
born May 1, 1975 at Korea, into the State of Minnesota, for the purpose 
of placing such child in the home of Robert and Barbara Ochs at ~637 
Riviera Court, ~11ite Bear Lake, Minn., County of Ramsey. 

I am satisfied that: The home in which the child is to be placed 
meets the Commissioner's standards as a suitable adoptive home for 
this child. 

CoMMISSIONER oF PuBLIC WoRKs, 
By GARY HASELHUHN, 
Director, Division of Soaial Services. 

Witness my hand and seal this 16 day of September A.D., One 
Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Five. 

MARGARET HoLT, Notary Public. 
My commission expires September 22, 1977. 
The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 

the opinion that the bill (H.R. 11076) should be enacted. 

0 
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H. R. 11076 

RintQtfourth (!ongrtss of tht tlnittd ~tatts of amcrica 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the nineteenth day of January, 
one thousand nine hundred and seven.ty·six 

For the relief of Ok Ja c.hoi. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and HOU8e of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Oongress assembled, That, in the admin
istration of the Immigration and Nationality Act, Ok Ja Choi may 
be classified as a child within the meaning of section lOl(b) (1) (F) 
of the Act, upon approval of a petition filed in her behalf by Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Ochs, citizens of the United States, pursuant to section 
204 of the Act. Section 204 (c) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Aot, relating to the number of petitions which may be approved, shall 
be inapplicable in this case. The natural parents or brothers or sisters 
of Ok J a Choi shall not, by virtue of such relationship, be accorded 
any right, privilege, or status under the Immigration and Nationality 
Act. 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Vice President of the United States and 
President of the Senate. 




