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ACTION 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON Last Day: August 21 

August 13, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: JIM CANNr;B..:.. 
SUBJECT: ~ H.R. 1394 - Relief of Suk Chin 

and Hae Suk Chin 
H.R. 1395 - Relief of Mee Kyung Cho 

and Hee Kyung Cho 
H.R. 1396 - Relief of Sang Kook Chung 

and Hwa Soon Chung 
H.R. 1397 - Relief of Ae Sock Song 

and Mi Yun Lee 

Attached for your consideration are four enrolled bills, 
sponsored by Representative Fish, which would facilitate 
the entry of eight Korean children of leper parents into 
the United States for adoption purposes. 

A detailed discussion of the provisions of the enrolled 
bills is provided in OMB's enrolled bill report at Tab A. 

OMB, NSC, Max Friedersdorf, Counsel's Office (Lazarus) 
and I recommend approval of the enrolled bills. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign H.R. 1394 at Tab B. 

That you sign H.R. 1395 at Tab c. 

That you sign H. R. 1396 at Tab D. 

That you sign H.R. 1397 at Tab E. 

Digitized from Box 53 of the White House Records Office Legislation Case Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

AUG 1 2 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bills 
--i\(1) H. R. 1394 

Sponsor -
(2) H. R. 1395 

Sponsor -
(3) H. R. 1396 

Chung 
Sponsor -

(4) H. R. 1397 
Sponsor -

Last Day for Action 

- Relief of Suk Chin and Hae Suk Chin 
Rep. Fish (R) New York 
- Relief of Mee Kyung Cho and Hee Kyung Cho 
Rep. Fish (R) New York 
- Relief of Sang Kook Chung and Hwa Soon 

Rep. Fish (R) New York 
- Relief of Ae Sook Song and Mi Yun Lee 
Rep. Fish (R) New York 

August 21, 1976 - Saturday 

Purpose 

To facilitate the entry of eight Korean children of leper parents 
into the United States for adoption purposes by United States 
citizens. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Immigration and Naturalization Service 
Department of State 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 
No objection 

The beneficiaries of these four enrolled bills are eight Korean 
children who reside with their parents in St. Lazarus Village, 
a community established for lepers in Korea. While their parents 
have leprosy, ·all of the children are healthy and show no signs 
of the disease. Because of the social ostracism of lepers' 
families and the limited educational, employment, and marriage 

\_ 

~~' 



possibilities in Korea, their parents have agreed to place them 
for adoption by U.S. citizens. 

The Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) provides an exception 
from the immigration waiting list for children who are to be 
adopted by u.s. citizens, if the natural parentsare dead. Since 
the natural parents of these children are alive, the children 
would have to go through the normal nonpreference immigrant 
procedures. It is impossible to predict when visas would actually 
be issued under the current numerical limitations on the non
preference category. 

The enrolled bills would allow the beneficiaries to be classified 
as children under the INA and to be granted immediate relative 
status upon approval of petitions filed on their behalf by their 
prospective parents. In all cases, the prospective parents have 
agreed to have the children examined for five years for any signs 
of leprosy. 

In the case of H.R. 1394 and H.R. 1397, with adoption of the 
beneficiaries, the prospective parents would have adopted more 
than two foreign children. The enrolled bills would waive the 
provision of the INA which limits adoption of foreign children 
to no more than two per family. 

In addition, Ae Sook Song, a beneficiary under H.R. 1397, is 
15 years old. The INA provides that preference status for adopt
ed children applies only to children 14 years of age or younger. 
However, the enrolled bill, by defining Ae Sook Sung as a child, 
would also waive this restriction. · 

In all cases, the enrolled bills provide that the natural parents, 
brothers, or sisters of the beneficiaries shall not receive any 
right, privilege, or status under the INA by virtue of their 
relationship to the beneficiaries. 

:t -.C4 n, . c:771~ 
ssistant Director or 

Legislative Refer ce 

Enclosures 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

IMMIGRATION AND ~ATURALIZATION SERVICE 
-

Washington 25, D.C. 

PL@ A"-~ A.CORI[.tl AI[PLY TO 

OI'I'ICE 01' THI! COMMISSIONER 11 AUG 1976 
Alfll> Rl[l'ltA TO THill FILl[ totO. 

A20 623 498 
A20 623 500 

TO OFFICE. OF HANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Private Bill No. H.R. 1394 , Office of Hanagement 

CO Form 18 

(REV. 1-17-72) 

and Budget request dated August 9, 1976. 

Beneficiary or Beneficiaries Suk Chin an._g_H_p,_fi!_S_~LG...11:j,p. ___ _ 

Pursuant to your request for thP views of thf' DPpnrtmPnt of JusticP on 
the subject bill, a review has been madP of the fac:;imilt· of thP hill, the r£>
lating Congressional Committee report ar reports, and all pertinent information 
in the files of the Immigration and Naturalization SNvice 

On the basis of this review the Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
on behalf of the Department of Justice: 

!KJ Recommends approval of the hill 

0 Interposes no objection to approval of the hill 

Sincerely. 

~o~--··~ Commissioner 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

AUG 111976 

Dear Mr. Lynn: 

Reference is made to Mr. Frey's communication 
of August 9, 1976, transmitting for comment enrolled 
bills, H.R. 1394, "For the relief of Suk Chin and 
Hae Suk Chin", H.R. 1395, "For the relief of Mee 
Kyung Cho and Hee Kyung Cho", and H.R. 1396, "For 
the relief of Sang Kook Chung and Hwa Soon Chung". 

This Department has no objection to the enact
ment of these bills. 

The Honorable 

Sincerely yours, 

!~:;~£::·~ 
Acting Assistant Secretary 
for Congressional Relations 

James T. Lynn, Director, 
Office of Managemat 

and Budget. 



()f~!=-~c:r.: OF r/l.t·.NJ\GE~1Ll'T J\f'~[) BUL)C?F T 

V..J/\~"3!-f!NGTC)N, D.C. 20503 

· AUG 1 2 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR 'rHE PRES IDEN'r 

Subject: finrolled Bills v (1) H.R. 1394 - Relief of Suk Chin and Hae Suk Chin 
Sponsor - Rep. Fish (R) New York 

(2) H. R. 1395 - Relief of Mee I<yung Cho and Hee Kyung Cho 
Sponsor - Rep. Fish (R) New York 

(3) H.R. 1396 - Relief of Sang Kook Chung and Hwa Soon 
Chung 

Sponsor - Rep. Fish (R) New York 
(4) H.R. 1397 - Relief of Ae Sook Song and Mi Yun Lee 

Sponsor - Rep. Fish (R) New York 

Last Day for Action 

August 21, 1976 - Saturday 

Purpose 

To facilitate the entry of eight Korean children of leper parents 
into the United States for adoption purposes by United States 
citizens. 

Agency RecorriDendations 

Office ot Management and Budget Approval 

Immigration and Naturalization Service 
Department of State 

Discussion 

Approval 
No objection 

The beneficiaries of these four enrolled bills are eight Korean 
children who reside with their parents in St. Lazarus Village, 
a community established for lepers in Korea. While their parents 
have leprosy, ·all of the children are healthy and show no signs 
of the disease. Because of the social ostracism of lepers' 
families and the limited educational, employment, and marriage 



possibilities in Korea, their parents have agreed to place them 
for adoption by U.S. citizens. 

The Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) provides an exception 
from the immigration v.rai ting list for children who are to be 
adopted by U.S. citizens, if the natural parentsare dead. Since 
the natural parents of these children are alive, the children 
would have to go through the normal nonpreference immigrant 

·procedures. It is impossible to predict when visas 'l.vould actually 
be issued under the current numerical limitations on the non
preference category. 

The enrolled bills would allow the beneficiaries to be classified 
as children under the INA and to be granted immediate relative 
status upon approval of petitions filed on their behalf by their 
prospective parents. In all cases, the prospective parents have 
agreed to have the children examined for five years for any signs 
of leprosy. 

In the case of H.R. 1394 and H.R. 1397, with adoption of the 
beneficiaries, the prospective parents would have adopted more 
than two foreign children. The enrolled bills would waive the 
provision of the INA which limits adoption of foreign children 
to no more than two per family. 

In addition, Ae Sook Song, a beneficiary under H.R. 1397, is 
15 years old. The INA provides that preference status for adopt
ed children applies only to children 14 years of age or younger. 
However, the enrolled bill, by defining Ae Sook Sung as a child, 
would also waive this restriction. · . .. , 
In all cases, the enrolled bills provide that the natural parents, 
brothers, or sisters of the beneficiaries shall not receive any 
right, privilege, or status under the INA by virtue of their 
relationship to the beneficiaries. 

Enclosures 

!Signed) James M. FreY, 

Assistant Director for 
Legislative Reference 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

AUG 1 2 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bills 
~1) H.R. 1394 

Sponsor -
(2) H.R. 1395 

Sponsor -
(3) H.R. 1396 

Chung 
Sponsor -

(4) H. R. 1397 
Sponsor -

Last Day for Action 

- Relief of Suk Chin and Hae Suk Chin 
Rep. Fish (R) New York 
- Relief of Mee Kyung Cho and Hee Kyung Cho 
Rep. Fish (R) New York · 
- Relief of Sang Kook Chung and Hwa Soon 

Rep. Fish (R) New York 
- Relief of Ae Soak Song and Mi Yun Lee 
Rep. Fish (R) New York 

August 21, 1976 - Saturday 

Purpose 

To facilitate the entry of eight Korean children of leper parents 
into the United States for adoption purposes by United States 
citizens. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Immigration and Naturalization Service 
Department of State 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 
No objection 

The beneficiaries of these four enrolled bills are eight Korean 
children who reside with their parents in St. Lazarus Village, 
a community established for lepers in Korea. While their parents 
have leprosy, ·all of the children are healthy and show no signs 
of the disease. Because of the social ostracism of lepers' 
families and the limited educational, employment, and marriage 



possibilities in Korea, their parents have agreed to place them 
for adoption by U.S. citizens. 

2 

The Immigration and Nationality Act (INA) provides an exception 
from the immigration waiting list for children who are to be 
adopted by u.s. citizens, if the natural parentsare dead. Since 
the natural parents of these children are alive, the children 
would have to go through the normal nonpreference immigrant 
procedures. It is impossible to predict when visas would actually 
be issued under the current numerical limitations on the non-
preference category. 

The enrolled bills would allow the beneficiaries to be classified 
as children under the INA and to be granted immediate relative 
status upon approval of petitions filed on their behalf by their 
prospective parents. In all cases, the prospective parents have 
agreed to have the children examined for five years for any signs 
of leprosy. · 

In the case of H.R. 1394 and H.R. 1397, with adoption of the 
beneficiaries, the prospective parents would have adopted more 
than two foreign children. The enrolled bills would waive the 
provision of the INA which limits adoption of foreign children 
to no more than two per family. 

In addition, Ae Soak Song, a beneficiary under H.R. 1397, is 
15 years old. The INA provides that preference status for adopt
ed children applies only to children 14 years of age or younger. 
However, the enrolled bill, by defining Ae Sock Sung as a child, 
would also waive this restriction. · · 

In all cases, the enrolled bills provide that the natural parents, 
brothers, or sisters of the beneficiaries shall not receive any 
right, privilege, or status under the INA by virtue of their 
relationship to the beneficiaries. 

'j:-.-m.d~ ssistant Director or 
Legislative Refer ce 

Enclosures 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON . LOG NO.: 

Date: Time: 
st 1~ 7 

FOR ACTION: Dick .a;;:sons 
• SC/S rk 
1ax Friedersdorf 
\:en Lazarus 

cc (for infdrmation): Jack Marsh 
Jim Cavanaugh 
Ed Schmu1ts 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: 

SUBJECT: ... 
F • • 

.R. 

August 13 Time: 200 :ml 

1394-Relief of Suk Chin and Hae Suk Chin 
1395 - Relief of ~ee ung Cbo and Kee Kyun 
1396-Re1ief of Saag <o:>k Chung and lwa So n 
1397- Relief of Ae Sook Song and ~i Yun Lee 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

Cho 
Chung 

-- For Necessary Action __ For Your Recommendations 

-- Prepare Agenda and Brief __ Draft Reply 

-~7E.-or Your Comments _ Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

please return to judy johnston, ground floor west wing 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a 
delay in submitting the required ~nal, please 
telephone the Staff Secretary imme&tely. 

K. R. COLE, JR. 
For the President 



-------- -··-----·-- _..,. ____ .., ___ .. ·----------------------------· 

.. 

· ... •·. ,. ~ ';.~ 

THE WHITE· HO.USE 
... 

ACTION MEMORANDUM WAS IIINOTON', i .LOG NO.: 

Date: 
August 12 

FOR ACTION: 

T~me: 700pm 

Dick Parsons cc (for information): 
NSC/S · . 
Max Friedersdorf $. £1.· _:·. 
Ken Lazarus · .-p .· 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: August 13. · Time: 200pm 

-SUBJECT: 

Jack Marsh 
Jim Cavanaugh 
Ed Schmults 

H.R. 1394-Relief of Suk Chin and Hae Suk Chin 
H.R. 1395 - Relief of Mee Kyung Cho and Hee Kyung Cho 
H.R. 1396-Relief of Sang Kook Chung and Hwa Soon Chung 
H.R. 1397- Relief of Ae Sock Song and Mi Yun Lee 

,..···.· . 
ACTION REQUESTED: 

~ ........ 

-- For Necessary Action --For Your Recommendations 

-- Prepare Agenda and Brief --Draft Reply 

--X- For Your Comments --Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

please return to judy johnston, ground floor west wing 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you havo any questions or if you anticipate a 
.l-1.- ... :_ ---L-... !1.1!-- .tt,._ ---·-!--rl --t- ..... -.:-1 -11"11.- ... ,... 



ACTION MEMORANDUM 

, Date: 
August 12 

THE WHITE .H(i,USE 

WASHINOTON',: 

Time: 700pm 

LOG NO.:· 

.. 
' . .. 

FOR ACTION: Dick Parsons 
NSC/S '< 

Max Friedersdorf 
Ken Lazarus~ 

cc (£or information): Jack Marsh 
Jim Cavanaugh 
Ed Schmults 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: August 13 · Time: 200pm 

-SUBJECT: 
H.R. 1394-Relief of Suk Chin and Hae Suk Chin 
H.R. 1395 - Relief of Mee Kyung Cho and Hee Kyung Cho 
H.R. 1396-Relief of Sang Kook Chung and Hwa Soon Chung 
H.R. 1397- Relief of Ae Sock Song and Mi Yun Lee 

ACTION REQUESTED: ....... 

-- For Necessary Action --For Your Recommendations 

-- Prepare Agenda and Brief --Draft Reply 

-X- For Your Comments __ Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

please return to judy johnston, ground floor west wing 

No objection. 

Ken 'Laza:r:us 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMI'l'TED. 

If you havo any questions or if you anticipate a 



-------------··--------·-----------------------------· 
· .... 

Date: 
August 12 

T' . 
~·· 700pm 

LOG NO.: 

. ' 
,.. ~ '"' 
'' 

FOR ACTION: Dick Parson~ 
NSC/S 
Max Friedersdorf 
Ken Lazarus 

cc (for information): Jack Marsh 
Jim Cavanaugh 
Ed Schmults 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: August 13 · Time: 200pm 

-SUBJECT: 
H.R. 1394-Relief of Suk Chin and Hae Suk Chin 
H.R. 1395 - Relief of Mee Kyung Cho and Hee Kyung Cho 
H.R. 1396-Relief of Sang Kook Chung and Hwa Soon Chung 
H.R. 1397- Relief of Ae Sook Song and Mi Yun Lee 

,.- .. ' 

ACTION REQUESTED: . -~-

--For Necessary Action __ For Your Recommendations 

-- Prepare Agenda and Brief --Draft Reply 

--X- For Your Comments --.Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

please return to judy johnston, ground floor west wing 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO :MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

I£ you havo any questions or if you anticipate a . ' .. l_. , __ , ___ _ 



MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 4616 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

August 13, 1976 

JAMES M. CANNON 

Jeanne W. Da~ 
Enrolled Bills 

The NSC staff concurs in the following enrolled bills: 

H. R. 1394- relief of Suk Chin and Hae Suk Chin 
H. R. 1395- relief of Mee Kyung Cho and Hee Kyung Cho 
H. R. 1396- relief of Sang Kook Chung and Hwa Soon Chung 
H. R. 1397- relief o.f Ae Sook Song and Mi Yun Lee 



94TH CoNGRE88} .HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES J ·RE:roRT 
_· 18t. Session · 1 No. Q4-:583-

SUK CHIN AND HAE SUK CHIN 

OC'IJOBI!:B 28, 1975.-Committed to the Committee of the Whole· House· andl 
ordered to be printed 

Mr. EILBERa, from the Committee on the Judiciary 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
ITo acc~mpany H.R. 1394) 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
(H.R. 1394), for the relief of Suk Chin and Ha~ Suk: Chin having con
sidered the same, report favorabJy thereon without amendment and 
recommend that the bill do pass. 

I 
PURPOSE OF THE BILL 

Th~ purpose of this bill is to :facilitate admi8sion into the United 
States of two prospective adoptive children o:f a single adoptive par
ent whO is a citizen of the United States. 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Beneficiaries reside in St. Lazarus Village, Korea, with their nat
ural parents who are .affiicted with Hansen's disease. The :father is 
almost. completely blind and the mother hae had one leg amputated. 
The children are coming to the United States for adoption by a single 
United States citizen (divorced) who has a 4-year old adopted child~ 
a native o:f Vietnam. A home study was conducted by an approved 
adopti:on service, with a favorable recommendation. 

The pertinent facts in this case are contained in a letter dated Feb
ruary 26, 1975 :from the acting Commissioner of Immigra.tion and 
NatUFalization to the Chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary. 
That letter and accompanying memorandum read as follows: 

U.S. DEPARTMENT oF JusTICE, 
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVIQE, 

Was'h{ngton, D.O., February 1!6, 1975. 
Hon. PETER ,V. RoDINO, Jr., 
Ohairmlu,.,..(Jonpmittee on the Judiciary, House of Representatilves, 

Washington, D.O. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN : In response to your request for a report rela

tive to .the bill (H.R. 1394) :for the relief of Suk Chin and Hae Suk 
57- 007 



2 

<5:JiUi,_ ~~o were a1Sd the beneficia:t-iils -M .(H.R. 1 7.040) 93fd. C~:ri~·~,; 
there~ rs ·.attached a memorandum of mformat10n c~:m¢ern1hg" the 
beneficiiii·ies: · · .... - - ·· · · - · 

The bill, if enacted, would provide that the beneficiaries, Who are 
to be adopted by a United States citizen, may be classed as children 
and be granted immediate relative status. The bill further provides 
t~a~ the provisi~n of ~he. ~II,l~igrat~o~ and Nationality Act which 
!units tli~ ·number of petitions that may be approved for adopted 
children shall n.Ot'be· applica;ble in this case. 

Absent enactment of the bill, the beneficiaries, natives of Koreai 
'!o~ld .be char~ea:b.le to the nohprer~rence portion of the num~riC!L 
hmatation iOf'lummgrants and conditional entrants from <;mJ.ntriee m 
the Eastern Hemisphere. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure;· · 

JAMES F. GREENE, 
A_cting 007MIWJ~. 

MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRATION AND 
NATURALIZATI01'f· SERVICE .FILES RE H.R. 1394 

Information conce.rn~ng this .case was .<?btained from :Mn; 
Arlene Roemer, tHe prospoot.Ive ·ad~pt1ire parent of the· 
beneficiaries. 

Suk Chin and Hae Su-k .Chin were born on March 1·8, 1969 
-. .and. Sei*inber. 24, 197hmspeCtiwely ,.ih Korea. 

. The :beneficiaries are presently residing. in Saint Lazarus. 
Village, Anyang, Korea with thei1; par®~ ~ho p.r~ &fllicted 
with Hansen's Disease and confined :to. a leper colony. Their 
father is ·almost completely blind and th~ir mother has had 
o:p.~ -leg !tiDJ?l}tated. The parents are unable. to care for the 
beriefic1afiesapd'·have released them for '!idoption. 

The interested party, Arlene Roemer, nee Sander, \v~.~ 
born in Washington, D.C. on August 21,1938. She W•aS mat~ 
ried to Derek V. R9em,er, ·a Unit~d S~ citizen, on Sep
-tember 3, 1958, but they were divorced on August 19, 1968, 
bOOause ·~marital discord. No children we~ born of' this 
union. Mrs. Roemer adopted an o'rphan child, Bick Ann~ 
Roemer, at Washington, D.C. on June 26, 1974. Bick Anne· 
was born in Saigon, Viet Nam on April4, 1971, and paroled 
into the United States on September 23, 1978, •and has resided 
with Mrs. Roemer since that time. 

Mrs. Roemer, a United States citizen is ~mployed as a 
staff assistant at the Department of Health, Educ01tion and 
Welfare, in W·ashingto~, D.C. at .a salary of $23,997.00 per 
annum. Her net worth IS '&pproxim'llltely $34,000.00 consist;.; 
ing.of property .and savings. 

The reoord in<Hcates that a hQme study was conduoted by 
an approved adobtion service.; with favorable ,recommenda
-tion reg~rdirig : aaoption of the beneficiaries by the ·interested 
'party. 

H.R. 583 

3 

The foliowing re:ports have been received .from. the J?epartment d 
State concerninoo thlS hilt, ~.R. 1394 and an IdentiCal btll, H.R. 1 J040 
from the -98rd ~ongress whieh was not reached by the Sulx~muruttee 
prior to adjournment· 

DEPA.RTMKN'l' OF &~'.ATE~ 
W aiftingtMt, D.(J., Oct01Jf31' ~3, -1974,. 

Hon. PETER W. RomNo, Jr. . , 
(JluJS/rman, '(}()m;tnittee on the JuJ:icia:l"y, H ouse o-f /fe'{Y!'~~lfflt6~Z'fle8r 

. , W a&hilngum,, D.O. . 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Reference is made to your r:equest for.a t:epo.rt 

concerning the case of Suk Chin and Hae Suk Chin, benefic1anes of 
H.R. 1 704Q, 93rd Congz:e~ . . . . . 

The bill would provide for the benefic:umes' classifica.twn as a chll~ 
and for granting of immediate relative 'status upon approval of a peti
tion tided by Arlene Roemer, an American citizeJ!. It a~so provides that 
the benefiCiaries' natural parents, brother:s or SISters sh~ll n~t be ac
corded any right privilege or statu~ un~er the Immigration and 
Nationality Act by virtue of such relatiOnship. . 

The American Embassy at Seoul, Korea has reported that Chm 
Suk was born on March 18, 1969 and Chin Hae Suk on Sept~mber .24, 
1971, both in Korea. They are registered as noupreference mtendmg 
immigrants with a priority date of August 4, 1974 under the Korean 
limitation. Both beneficiaries are children of lepers -and have been 
selected for adoption under the Operation· Outreach project. Non
preference visa numbers for applicants chargeable to Korea are cu~
rently available to those regiStered before June 1,1973. It is not possi
ble to predict when numbers will become available for the bettefieiaries. 

The agency ~andli~g the be~efic.iaries' cases has been t;equ.es;te~. to 
arrange for thetr medtcal exammatlons. If any ground of mehg~bthty 
is revealed, the Committee will be informed. 

Cordially, 
LINWOOD HoLTON, 

As8istani Semoetary jO'I' 001't{fre8SWMl R el-ations. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE1 

W aah4;ngton, D .. O., June U, 1fl75. 
Hon. PETER W. RoorNo, Jr., 
Chairman, O()mmittee on the Joowiary, H O'Use of RepeunWives,. 

Wash.ingto-n, D.O. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I refer to my letter of March 25, 1975 con

cerning further reports on private bills H.R. 1394, H.R. 1395, H.R. 
1396 and H.R. 1397 . which the Honorable Hamilton Fish, Jr. has in
troduced for eight Korean children of leper parents. 

We asked our Embassy at Seoul to conduct an investigation on an 
urgent basis into the circumstances under which the benefidaries of 
the bills were released for adoption. 

In view of additional information submitted by the Embassy, the 
Department would be prepared to instruct the Embassy to process the 
applications to conclusion. However, it should be pointed out that,. 

H.R. 583 



a<lcording to the.l~t-test Visa. Office hwletin, pumbe~ are not· available 
for Ko~an apph(}i!.p,ts under t~~ noRpreferEm.Qe ca~ory and that it is 
~ot peSSlble t9 predic~ whether this sjtuation will change appreciably 
m the neat future. · 
~ith ~~rd to ILR., 412, a bill to amend the Immigration and 

N~tlpnaht:y Act to prQv·ide for the ~gration of children of individ
ua;Is suft'ermg f~om Hansen's disease, I assume that by now the Com
mittee :has received the J;)epat:U;oent's report which: was mailed on 
May 2, 1975; 
, Should the Committee desire any additional comments on these bills, 
please do not hesitate to let me know. · · 

Sincerely, 
. Llj:ONARD F. WALENTYNOWICZ. 

A.dmit1-istratot<, Bu-re(JIIe of ~ecurity aiul Consula-r Affai-r8. 

. . Honorable Edward Mezvinsky {Iowa) testified before the Subcom
Illittee ()Oncerning this and three other similar bills. His statement 
follows: 

TESTIMONY OF CONGRESSMAN EDWARD MEZVINSKY (1).-IA.) 
BEFORE SUBCOMMITTEE ON IMMIGRATION, CITIZENSHIP AND IN

TERNATIONAL LAW ON SEPTEMBER 11, 19711, CONCERNING :FOUR 

BILLS TO PROVIDE RELIEF FOR AE SOOK ~NG, MI YUN LEE, SANG 
KOOK C'HuNO, HW A SOON CHtJ'NG, SUK CHIN, MEE KYUNG CHO 
A,ND HEE KYUNG CHO 

Mr. Cha.innan, Thank you for this opportunity to appear 
~fore t?e Subcommittee this morning on behalf of these 
eight children seeking admission to the United States to be 
~dop.ted ~y A.mericail parentS. This Committee·only acts on 
ImmigratiOn matters when there is a compelling reason to 
make an exception to our immigration laws and I believe this 
case cleatly falls into that category. 

'lfle~ children, perfectly healthy in every way, are forced 
to hve m a colony separate from the rest of society because 
their pare?ts hav.e Hansen's disease. Additi~napy, they will 
carry: a !3~Igma With them for the rest of their hves and will 
~ ostra~Ized.by Korean.soci~ty .. The n~~;tur~l pare?ts, know
·m~ of the !1-bJ~Ct poverty and soc.Ietal ~eJecbo~ ~4eir children 
wjl~ f~ \fi . Koz:ea, haye lrnowmgly and wllhngly offered 
their childten for adoption m the Un1ted States. After :wider
going . a thorough physical examination which proved tha't 
the children were not infe~~ with the disease, the adoptions 
were approved and the adophve parents are eagerly awaiting 
the avrival of these .children. 

This is a wonderful'story of parental [ove--not only 'On the 
part of the natural parents who desire better li~es >for their 
children, but also on the part. of the adoptive parents' who are 
anxious to offer love .~nd warmth to ~hi~dren they ha'\i'e neve'r 
met. But as Y.et, the story has n~ happy e'Bding. 

These children have been ready to come to the United 
States for over a year, but at this time, no immigraticln ~isas 
have been issued. The law, as it now stands, contains an excep-
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rt~~ 1toin .t}l.e ~~tiug list JO.r .children )yho are to be ado)?ted 
\)y ·Am:ericlin par(mtS, i£ .the n~tur.ll-l pa'rel\ts are dead. Snice 
tpere. ~.reliving p~rents, the child·ren have no priority classifi-
cation and must wait for their visa numbel'S to come up. I wisl:i 
I oou~d say how long this ·wait will ~· but IiO estimate can be 
eertam. · · 

These bills, if enacted, will ~lassify these yollllJ¢,ers as 
-child!en. ~ithin the ~~ap.i~g of sestion lOl(b) ( 1) (F) ~f. the 
Immigt'atiidn and Natwna:hty Act and ·approve .the petitions 
~ed by theti: adopti"!e parents. By speedy Congressxonal.ao• 
twn, the:child'ren will soon be able to come ·to the United 
States. I certainly don't have to tell you of the hardship this 
waiting is placing on~the ehildren and both sets of parents . 
. JI;avi~g decided t<? Separa~,: tlie leave~takin_g should ~e made 
as quickly as possible' not· ohly for the obvious physical rea
-sons, but also for the more complicated and equally ·difficult 
psychologieal pressures resultiil:g -from these seemingly ne'Ver-· 
ending delays. These children need to be in a healthy. environ· 
ment where-they can eat pr:e:>~y;ly\ go ~o ~cho~l and b~g~n, to 
-overcome the stigtlla they ha v:e.$u'!fered m Korea.. . . . 

The program '':h,ich i,s :rE)Sp~nsib~e fo;r; arr~glllg the adc:w· 
tion of these children IS Operation Outreach, h~ed. by 
B:ernioo Gottlie~. Mrs. Gott-J,ieb1 . ~erself tM. aqoptive .p~re~t 
·of a Korean child, has .been working on brmg_Ip.g these chil
dr~ll to the United States fo~ ove,: two years. Under. the pro
:gram, the children will be e~amined every six months for 
three years by the Sloan-R;etf:tping Institute in New York to 
insure that they .. are not the.v~(ltims.of Hansen's.disease. ~r· 
·Chairn;tan, I have several letters written by medical authon
;ties on the nature of Hansen's.disease1 or leprosy, as it is com
monly called, laying to rest the :rpythology about the nature 
of the. dise~se, .and I w.ould like to insert them in the record. 
I would lil$:e to quote two of these letters at this time: In a 
Jetter from Charles C. Shep1!.rd·, ~.p., C~i~f,. LepJ.'osy & 
Rickettsia )3ra,nch, Virology. Division of the Department of 
Health, Education and Welf"r.e; to Mrs. Bernice G9ttlieb, 
Director of Operation Outreach, he states ~'Since the children 
to be brought to the United States do not have leprosy, they 
are not infectious, I understand that the parent wa.s treated 
for at le.ast three months before the children were born so 
there would be no chance for the children to have acquired an 
infection that might. devel.op la~r on. Epidemiological-ob
servations have shown that transmission of' leprosy to chil
dren does not occur if the parent was treated before the child 
was born." The second letter .I would like to briefly quote is 
that of Chapman H. Binford, M.D., Special Mycrobacterial 
Diseases Branch1 Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, 
Washmgton, D.C. He ~id1 "Should the children of Korean 
parents with leprosy be adopt~d by U.S. citizens and carefully 
observed for. .3 ye~rs, 1 thil\k, they would far less endanger 
the public health than Korean children adopted and not sub-
jected to periodic examination for leprosy." ·, 
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Mr. Chairman1 I ask for/our favorable action on these bills 
so that these children . an their parents can stop living in 
.1J4certainty and begin their new lives. 

Th~ benefiCiaries of this bill are children of persons afflicted with 
Hansen's dis~se (leprosy). Therefore, the Committee contacted the 
United States Public Health Service to determine if any public 
health problem was likely ·to arise from the admission of these bene
ficiaries to the Unit~d States. The following letter from that agency 
indicates that if the natural par~nts had· received tfe~meut for 
leprosy .prior t~ t~e birth of a child, "the risk that leprosy will 
develop m the child 1s extremely low." The letter follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE, 
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE CENTER FOR DISEASE CoNTROL, 

Atlantq., Ga., Feb'I"'MMI"J' ~.q., 1975. 
Mr. ALExANDER R:Coox., · . 
H oU8e JudiaioJry {}I(Jii'TIJmittee., Rayb'llll'n House Office BuildVng, W ll8h

ington, D.O. 
DEAR MR. CooK: This is in response to your telephone call of Feb

ruary 21, asking my personal views about the pro:eosed private bill 
to ~How. immigration for adoption of certain children of le.prosy 
patients m Korea. 

Existing legislation and regulations relate only to patients with 
leprosy and certain other infecti?us diseases, and not to family mem
bers or. oth~r COJ?-tacts of the .Patients. Thus, there are no restrictions 
on the ImmigratiOn of the children whose parents have leprosy. How
ever, I feel that we would want to do what we can for the health of 
the children as well as for the members of their families and others. 

Leprosy is an infectious disease caused .by a bacterium that is re
la~ to the tubercle bacillus. New cases arise :from exposure to un
treated leprosy patients who have the severe form Of the disease 
(called lepromatous, or multibacillary). It is not as highly infeetious 
as measles; for example, its infectivity is similar to that of pulmonary 
tub~rculosis. The attack rate of clinica~ cases in ~pouses or other .close 
family contacts of lepromatous cases IS approximately 5-10 percent. 
Some careful studies of children born ·to untreated lepromatous pa
rents have revealed higher attack rates, but in these instances the 
children were examined at 6-12 month intervals, and most of 
the .lep:osy cas~s tha~ developed consisted of very mild disease with 
small smgle skm leswns that .probably would have cleared without 
treatment. 

The infecti~ity ?f lepromatous pat~ents . is rapid~y ~ec~eased by 
trea~ment .. ~pi~emw1ogical and b~c~enological studies mdicate that 
the m~ectlv1ty IS reduced to negligible levels after the patient has 
been g1ven standard treatment for 3-4 months and that it remains 
negligible as long as the patient continues treatment. 

Of course, leprosy is not rare in the United States. There are prob
ably 2,000-3,000 known patients in this country, and about 120-140 
new ~ases reported each year. For many years the U.S. Public Health 
Service (USPHS) has been charged with providing medical care to 
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leprosy r.atieilts .. 'the USPHS operates a h~pit~l for leprosy :patients 
:at Carville Loms1ana, and the PHS Rospttal m San FranciBco hal!! 
an active l~rosy service. In addition, there are leprosy clinics at t~~ 
PHS Hospitals 'in Staten Island, New York and New Orleans, Lom .. 
siana, and at the outpatient clinic in San Pedro, California;· The 
Health Department in Hawaii provides for care of its leprosy patients 
and is reimbursed for doing so by the Federal Government. These 
facilities are located in areas where most of the leprosy patients live. 

In my opinion, the Korean children should receive the same atten
tion as childreD. of known lef.rosy patients in the United States. Prac
tices vary somewhat in detai , but in general they are as follows. Whe:tl 
a new case is found, members of the :fa,mily and other close contacts 
of the patient are examined in the olinic. If they are free of leprosy, 
they may be examined in the future at 6-12 month intervals so that 
any le,I?rosy that deveh>ps can be found before it has progressed very 
far. The closeness with which the contacts are followed depends on the 
type of .leprosy in the parent and the time that treatment was started. 
Thus, if the parent has a mild form of disease, the risk of leprosy in 
the child is very low. Furthermore, if the child is born after the 
p~rent's disease has been discovered and treated, the risk that leprosy 
~Ill.develop .in the chil~ is .extremely low. If circumstances indicate a 
significant risk, the child Is put on preventive treatment. The drug 
usually used is Dapsone; it is the same drug as that used for treatment 
of '~mown {fases, but a lower dosage is used for preventive treatment. 
It IS a cheap and safe drug that is administered daily, and a few 
m~nths supply of tablets can be given to parents to be given to the 
~hild. The Dap~one would need to. be continued :for about three years. 

Under these Circumst~n~, the risk would be extre~ely low that sec
ondary cases would arise m the contacts of the chl}d. Usually, the 
severe (lepx:omatous) form o! t.h~ disease does not develop in chil
dren, and ~Ith frequent exa,.mmat10ns any disease that might develop 
w~uld be discovered and treated early before it had progressed to the 
pom~ tha.t there would. be a serious risk to the child's contacts. 

With t~e Korea;n. chil~ren, it may be very difficult to establish the 
exact family conditiOns ~n Korea, so conservative practices may need 
t? be _followed. Each c;hlld _would need to be seen and the individual 
s.1:tuat10n e':aluated .. I rmagl!le t~a~ it will ·be impossible to carry out 
the evaluations until the child visits the leprosy clinic in the United 
.States. 

Since leprosy care is a specialized practice in the United States it 
seems to me that the best policy would be to insist that the children' be 
pl~ed under ~~ supervision of one of the PHS leprosy facilities. 
VIsits to the. chnw could ~ ~;ade once or twice a year, at the most. 
• You m~nt10!led the possibility tha~ it might be ~cessary to specify 
m the leg1~l~t10n that the Korean children be reqmred to come under 
the superVISH?n. of one <Yf the PHS leprosy clinics. I feel certain that 
any o~ the clm~cs would be glad to carry out this responsibility and 
h~ve,,m :fact, discussed this with Dr. James Fields, of the PHS Hos
p~tal ~n State~!- Island. and with Dr. Robert J acdbson. of the PHS Hos
pital m Carville. Perhaps the legislation could specify that the child 
should be placed under the supervision of a PHS clinic for leprosy, or, 
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w~e!l necessacy, under a_lep~«?SY sp~i~list <les!gn¥;ed py on,e of t~e 
cltmcs, and that the supe~v:s1~n,s~ould be contm~ed · for.as long .ft.c:: 1s 
deemed .necessary by the. clime . . .Smce t'!te us~al lflc~bll:tlqn ~r10d is 
two to five years, the per1<>9. of o~rvatJ.pn nug}l.t be th1s lortg. 

• • • • • • • 
Sincerely yours, 

CHA'Ri.ES G. SHEPARD, M.D., 
Ohief,·L(!~Jnosy anuJ.Rickettsia Branch, 
Virology.JJivuion, Bil/reau af Laborotorks. 

The following reports on the medical G(>ndition of the natural par
ents of the ~neficiaries have been received indi~ai;ing that the natural 
parents .recelved drug trea~ment for 2~ years ~r10r to ~~e birth of Hae 
Suk Chm and 19 yea,rs pl,"l<Jr to the '!nrth of Suk Chm. 

CATHOLIC MEDICAL 'Ci:NTER, 
SeoUl, Korea. 

N arne of·Child: Chin Suk. . 
.Fathe.r: C4,in, Woo .Bum: Type of disease; L-type (arrested). 

(a) Gener~tl he~tlth condi.tion.s ; good~ 
Lt~ mobile claw nand. 
Lt. eye; blindness. 
Rt. eye; blurring of vision, 

(b) Drug therapy prior to child's birth ( 4 years) :DDS 4 years. 
:Mother: :Kim, Za Ya: Type of disease; T~type (arrested). 

(a) General health conditions; good~ 
Rt. mobile claw hand. 
Lt. hand; insensitivity and wrist drop. 
Rt. 3rd (middle) finger; amputation. 
Lt. lower leg; amputation. · 
Facial paralysis. · 

(b) Drug therapy pnorto child's birth (19 years)
. . Cpaulmoog;ra oil, 1 year. 

Diasone, 2 iYears. 
DDS, 16 years. 

Date of examined: November U, 197 4. 
Examined by: 

Sm RYONG' C1i£ei, M.l):l . 
Director, Ohronic Duease Labora~Q'I'Y• 

CATHOLic MEDiCAL "C:E"NXER, 
S eo1.il, Korea. 

N arne of Child; Chlu, H~e Suk. 
Father: Chin, Woo Bum.: Type of disease; L-type (arrested). 

(a) General health conditions; goo~- · 
Lt. mobile claw hand. 
Lt. eye; blindness. 
Rt. eye; blurring of visioJl. 

(b) Drug· therapy p1rior to chHd's birth ( 6 years) : DDS 6 
years. 
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){Qth€tr.: lGm, Za ¥.a: Type of di~eas~; T-typ~ (arrested.). 
l · · ;.(~> Ae.ne:ral health conditio~·; gQOd-:-:-

.Rt. mobile claw hand. · · 
Lt. hiu1,d; ine;ens~t~vity and w.dst drop. 
Rt, 3rd (middle) .fing~~;, amputation. 
L~ lower leg; amP,utatiQri. 
Facial. paralysis. 

(h) D~B~herapy pri01: to child's birth (21 years)
. , h~tuln;l.OO.gra ml; 1 year. 

. iasone, 2 years. 
DDS, 18 years. 

Date of ~xamined: November 11, 197 4. 
Examined by: 

SHI RYONG CHOI, M.D., 
Director, Ohronic Duease Laborat01"!J. 

The beneficiaries have all received appropriate medical examina
tions and no sign of leprosy has been. nOted. The Committee has 
assured it~lf t~at the beneficia!ies will receive !1-ppropriate medical 
treatment m this country. Their health care w11l .be a.upervised by 
Spence-Chapin Services to Families and Children for a minimum 
period of. five years or un.til such fut!lre t~me as they are released by 
the Pubhc H~alth Service .. FolloWl.r:g Is oor;respondence received 
from ~he Pubhc Health. Serv1.ee descr1bmg tl).e· program that will be 
established for the mediCal care. of these .beneficiaries together with 
state~ents from the adopting parent ,and the $pe:qce-Chapin agency 
agreemg to such program of treatment. 

DEPARTMENT OF HE.ALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE, 
HEALTH SER¥ICES AND MENTAL HEALTH ADMINISTRATION' 

U.S. PUBLIC HEA:J.TH SERviCE HosPITAL, 
Staten Island, N.Y., September 17,1975. 

Mr. ALEXANDER B. Qxlx, . 
0 O'lllfiA~l, 0 01YVI'TIIitte6. r!XfJ, J '11!1~1 R a1J~u'NL Buildi'n{l, 
W ash~ngton, D.O. 

PEAR MR. Cooi: The following information which is pertinent tQ 
chtldren of the Outreach Program is submitted. · 

Safe~a.rd~ taken to assure that the children of parents with Lep
rosy em1gratmg uJl<i~r the Outreach Program to the United States 
are healthy.a.nd remam so: · 

.1. ¥~ical his~ry of natural paren~s is taken noting type of leprosy, 
disab1hties, and length of years on trea~ment, including type of chemo
therapY; used. (If the parents. are on standard chemotherapy :for 
a.pprox1mately three mont'J.ls prior to the child's birth, t:OOy are con
siqered no longer commu~ncable. Parents of the first group of eight 
ch1~dre~ were on chemotherapy and are. considered noninfectious to 
thror children.) 
. 2 . . ~tan?ard medical evaluatioD; of .chUdl"E}n, i~ pedormed as in all 
Imm~gratH?n. cases plJ!-8 a!l exammatwn specifically for leprosy in
cl~ding clmiCal exammatiOn of the skin ~d. peripheral nerves 'and 
skm smears from earlobes, knees and elbows, and a lepronP.n test. 
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3. Up6ti etillgi'~~:tion, .the· c'ftildran will be held for 24 hours at our 
U.S~ Public ·Health Service Ho8pital at, Staten Island under my 
supervision for a4ditional examination and clearance. 

4. The Outreach Program, through their cooperating intercountry 
child-placement agency will be reSponsible for seeingthat the adoptive 
parents have the children examined for signs of leprosy periodically, 
and as recommended bl the U.S. Public Health Service, for five years 
following the children g emigration 'to this country. This cheekup can 
be carried out even at a distance, as blood samples and skin smears can 
be mailed to appropriate public health facilitieS under our direction. 

Sincerely yours, . 

JAMES P. FlEws, M.D. . . 
Medical Dir~ctor, P,HS, · ' 

Chief, Dermatowgy iJepartment. 

SPEN'C'E-CiJ:APfN' 
SERVICES TO FAMILIES AND CHILDREN, 

New York, N.Y. 
PLACEMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN ADOPTION AGENCIES AND ADOPTIVE 

PARENT(S) 

Spence-Chapin Services to Families and Children agrees to place 
Hae Suk Chin (child) with Miss A.rlene Roemer (adoptive _parent ( s) ) 
for the purpose of legal adoption, and hereby authorizes them to con
sent to any medical, . surgical or dental care or treatment as recoin
mended by a licensed physician or dentist. 

CHARLES B. Ows, 
Ewecutive Director, 

Peirce-Warwiak Adoption 8e1'Vice. 
JANE D. EDWARDS, 

E~eetdive DirectO'r, 
Spt'TW~·Chtlpiln Services to Families and Children. 

We, the adoptive parent ( s), agree to accept the above child and 
will assume the normal parental responsibilities for the care of the 
child2 including the expenses of support, education and medical ca.re, 
iclnding a minimum period of five years of physical examinations 
and/or treatment relating to Hansen's Disease. Such treatment will 
include an annual check-up by a member of the Dermatology Depart
ment of the United States Public Health Service, or a physician ap
proved . by that department, or more frequently, if so requested, by 
the United States Public Health Service. Such treatment will con
tinue for five years beginning on the day of the child's arrival in the 
United States or until such further date as the child is released by 
the United States Public Health Servioo. · 

We understand that Spence-Chapin Services to Families and 
Chi-ldren will act as ovei'Stler to follow up the annual check-ups as 
described above and within for our child over a five year penod or 
until such further date as the child is released by the United States 
Public Health Service. 
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~~NCE-CHAPIN, 
SERvi:6Es 'fu F AXILIES AND CHILDREN' 

New York, N.Y. 
':Puct:&itN~t· ..(GREEMENT Bl:TWEE~ AnoPrtoN' AGENciEs ANn .Ai:Joi>T:tvE 

:P.Aitttfl<(s) 

Adoptive Parent( s) : Mi"SS . .:Ar1Effie Roemer. . 
D . 0 t b ·'' 0 11975"" . 

· 'Wete(I)ch~lei.it~nd tl~·at J)y' 'siW,ti~~· the above stattimeht, this in~ 
formation will be a matter of public record. 
STATE OF MARYLAND I 

G91WTY OF ~Q~'IW?H~}', 88 : 

Subscribed and sworn to before me thiS'21st day of Octpber, 1975 at. 
5229 Connecticut Ave. NW. 

My Commission expires July 1, 1978. 

GINGER P. SwiSHER, 

· N ota/,"!tJJUbli(J. 

• . Sl"ll'NCE-CHAPIN' 
SERVICES TO F AMIL.IES AND CHILDREN' 

' . 
PLACEMEI'iT· AGREEM~~T ~N ADOPTION AGENCIES AND ~l"rtVE 

PA~NT(S). 

· New l"' or~, N.Y. 

Spence-Chapin Servj~~ ~-· E.amili~ and Childr~n ~grees to p~~~ 
Suk Chin (child) with Miss Arle.ne ~~me~ (ado:()ttve par~t.(s)) for 
the purpose of legal adoptio~;- ~~tnd heJ;eby authoriZes them to consent 
tDany medicali ·~~iool ~r· <le}ltal care or treatment as recommended 
by a hGenaed phya:tc~a.n or ~t1st. . . 

' : ~ · , . : · :c~~l.'<s B. 0~ E3:~cu#'!~ /J&etJ4()-?J, . · . .. 
· Petree-W ~ li!fopt:tfn: :S~we. 

· 1 . M;rs, ·J.~E l;); EPWAims, Fl{!Jecu~vve Dtrecto;, 
Spem;~~(!lf~p~p, S.e.MJice to F{J!fiiJilus and Chtldren. 

We the adoptive parent(s), agree to accept the above child and 
will ;ssume the normal parental l!eSponsibiliti~ for the ca~e of the 
c4ild, includin~ the expenses of support, education !tn<l medi~"l c.~re, 
includitt~hl :nuninium · pel'i6d of ;five ~ear~ of _ physu~a,l exalm~abo!ls 
and/ or•treatment relating to Hansen s Disease. Suc}l treatment '_Vlll 
include an annual check-up by a member of th~ Dermawlogy: J?epart
ment of the United States Public Health Service, or a physician ap
proved by that department, or inor~ frequently, if so reguested

1 
by 

tl,t~ United States:Pu_blic Health ~n~ce. Su~h ~reat~ent ;w1~.l coi:J.tl_nll& 
for jive ye9:rs begu~;nmg on the day of the ~h1~d s arpyal m the Un~t~ 
StaWsiOr until suCh furth~r date !i.s the child Is released by the Umte.d' 
States Public Health Service. · . . . 

We understand that Spence-Chapin Servi~.e~ .to,Famihes and <?hil
dren will act as overseer to follow up the annual chec~-ups as de~cribed 
above and within for our child over a five Y,ear per~od 'Or u_ntil such 
further date as the child is released .bY the U mted States Pubhc Health 
Service. 
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SPENCE-CHAPIN' 

SER.VIOBS TO FAMILIES AND CHILDREN' 
' New York, N.Y. 

PLACEMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN ADOrr'ION AGENCIES AND ADOPTIVE 
PARENT(B) 

Adoptive parent ( s) :Miss Arlene Roemer. 
Date: October 21, 1975. . 

. We (I) understand that by sifP1ing the above statement, this in-
formation will be a matter of public record. 
STATE OF MARYLAND, 
Oownty of M ontgornery, ss. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 21st day of October 1975 
at 5229 Connecticut Ave., NW. 

GrNoEB P. SWisHER, 
Notary Public. 

My commission expires July 1, 1978. 

SPENCE-CHAPIN' 

SERVICES TO FAMILIES AND CHILDREN' 
. October ~' 1975. 

Spence-Chapin Services to Families and Children, an agency duly 
authorized under the la.ws of the State of New York to render services 
to families and children, agrees to act as an overseer to follow up the 
annual check-ups on the following children: 

Child and Prospective Adoptive Parent(s): 
Suk Chin. Miss Arlene Roemer. 
Rae Suk Chin. Miss Arlene Roemer. 

That such medical follow-ups will cover a five year period begin
ning o? that day of the above chil~ren's arrival in the. Up.it.OO States 
or until such further date as the children are released by ·The United 
Sta.tes Public Health Senice. 

JANE D. EDWARDS, EaJe~tive Direotor, 
Spe'Me-Oluupin S e'l"'Jices to Families fHIUi Children.. 

BUDGETARY INFORMATION 

This legislation does not provide new budget authority and no esti
mate or comparison has been received from the Director of the Con-
~onal Budget Office. · 

OVERSIGHT STATEMENT 

The. C~mitf:ee exercises. gem~ral oversight jurisdicti?n with ~espect 
to all ImmigratiOn and nat10nahty matters but no specific oversight is 
contemplated in this instance. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

Upon consideration of all the facts in this case, the Committee is 
of the opinion that H.R. 1394 should be enacted and accordingly rec
ommend that the bill do pass. 

0 
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SUK CffiN AND HAE SUK CHIN 

AOOU8T .. Ur76.-<mtered to be priD'ted 

REPORT 
No. 94-1083 

Mr. EASTLAND, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany B.R. 1394] 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H.R. 1394), for the relief of Suk Chin and Hae Suk Chin, having 
considered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment 
and recommends that the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 

The purpose of the bill is to facilitate the admission into the United 
States as unmedia.te relatives of alien children to be adopted by a 
citizen of the United States. 

8TATEKENT OF FACTS 

The beneficiaries of the bill are natives a.nd citizens of Korea, ages 
7 and 4. They currently reside in St. Lazarus Village, Korea, With 
their natural pa.rents who are aJBicted with Hansen's disease. The 
children are coming to the United States to be adopted by Arlene 
Roemer, a citizen of the United States who is divorced. 

A letter, with attached memorandum, dated February 26, 1975 to 
the Cha.irman of the House Judiciary Committee :from the then Act
ing Commissioner of Immigration and Naturalization refers to H.R. 
17040, a similar bill introduCed in the 93rd Congress. The information 
reads as follows: 

57-007 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JuSTICE, 
l:MHIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE, 

W aahington, D.O., February; ~6, 1975. 
Hon. PETER W. RoDINO, Jr., 
Ohai1'1Mift, OO'I1lllnittee on the Judiciary, HoW!e of Repruentativu, 
W aahington, D.O. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMA.N: In response to your request for a report rela
tive to the bill (H.R. 1394) for. th.e relief of Suk Chin and Hae Suk 
Chin, who were also the beneficmnes of ~H.R. 1794:0) 93rd Cc;mgress, 
there is attached a memorandum of mformat10n concermng the 
beneficiaries. . . 

The bill, if enacted, would provi~~ that the benefiCiaries, w~o are 
to be adopted by a Un~ted Sta~ Citizen, may be. classed as chil~ren 
and be grant~. immediate relat~ve s~at~s. The bi)l further proVIc;Ies 
that the provi$Ion of the Immigration and N ationahty Act which 
limits the number of petitions that may be approved for adopted 
children shall not be applicable in this case. 

Absent enactment of the bill, the beneficiaries, natives of Korea, 
would be chargeaible to the nonpre!~rence portion ·of the num~ric~l 
limitation for immigrants and conditional entrants from countries m 
the Eastern Hemisphere. -

Sincerely, · 

Enclosure. 

JAMES F. GREENE, 
Acting OO'ITIITfllisBihner. 

MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRATION AND 
NATURALIZATION SERVICE FILES RE H.R. 1394 

Information coneer;ning -this .case was obtained from Mrs. 
Arlena Roemer, the · .pro~pective adoptive parent of the 
beneficiaries. · 

Suk Chin and Hae Stik Chin were born on March 18, 1969 
and September 24, 1971, respectively, in Korea. 

The beneficiaries are presently residing in Saint Lazarus 
Village, Anyang, Korea with their parents, who are afllic~d 

·with H~n's· Disease and confined to a leper colony. Their 
father is almost completely blind and their mother' has had 
one leg amputated. The parents are unable to care for the 
beneficiaries and have released them for adoption. 

The interested party; Arlene Roemer, nee Sander, was 
b?rn in Washin~n, D.C. on Au~st ~7, 19.38: ~he was mar
ried to Derek v; Roemer, a Umted States Citizen, on Sep
tember 3, 1958, but they were divorced on August 19, 1968, 
because of marital discord. No children were born of this 
uruo~~ Mrs. Roemer adopted an orpl;ian child, Bick Anne 
Roemer, at Washington, D.C. on June 26, 1974. Bick Anne 
was born in Sai~on, VietNam o~ April4, 1971, and par?led 
into the United States on Septeml,>er 2~, 1973, and has r~sided 
with Mrs. Roemer since that time. · 

Mrs; 'Roeiner, a United States citizen is employed .as a 
sta1f assistant at the Department of Health, Education, and 
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Welfare~in Washington, D.C. at a salary of $23,997.00 ~r 
annum . .Her net worth is appro.ximately $34,000.00 consist
ing of property and savings. 

The record mdicates that a home study was conducted by 
an approved adoption service, with favorable recommenda
tion regarding adoption of the beneficiaries by the interested 
party. 

Reports dated October 23, 1974 and June 25, 1975 from the Depart
ment of State with reference to the instant bill and to H.R. 17040 read
as follows: · 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, D.O., October ~3, 1.97 .q., 

Hon. PETER W. RoDINO, Jr. 
Oludrinan, Committee on the Judiciary, HOW!e of Representative,_, 

. ·- W ~hiwt~ D.O. . 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN : Referen~e is made to your request for a re

port concerning the case of Suk Chin and Hae Suk Cl).in, beneficiaries 
of H.R. 1704_0, 93rd Congr~. 

The bill would prp-ride for the beneficiaries' classification as a child 
and for granting of. iilllUedip,te relative status upon approval of a peti
tion filed by ~rleile Roemer, an American citi~e~. It also provides that 
the benefimarms' natural parents, brothers or SISters shall not be ac
cord~d any rjght, pri,vilege or status under the ImmigratioA and 
Nationality Act gy virtue of such relationship. ' · 

The American Embassy at Seoul, Korea has reported that Chin 
Suk was born on March 18, 1969 and Chin Hae Suk on September 24, 
19711 both in Korea. They are registered as nonpreference intending 
i!Jl~Illgrants with a priority date of August 4, 1974 under the Korean 
limitation. Both beneficiaries are children of lepers and have been 
selected for adoption under the Operation Outreach proj~ct. Non
pre£e~nce visa nwnbers for applicants char~able to Korea are 
curre:ntly available to those registered before June 1,: 1973. It is not 
possible to pr.edict when numbers will become available for the 
beneficiaries. . . 

The agency handling the beneficiaries' cases has been ~uested tc> 
~rrange for their med~cal ex~II\inf!-tions. If any ground.of ineligibility 
1s revealed, the Committee w1ll be mformed. · · ·' · 

· · · .- COrdiall"" 
. • Jl 

. LINWOOD HoLTON:, 
Assistant Seoreta'l'1/ for Oongressiunal Relation$. . . 

lliPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Was'Aington, D.O., June ~51 '1975. 

Hon. PETER W. RoDINo, Jr., 
Ohci:irman,. 001'J'I/ITI,ittee on the Judicia;ry, HOWJe of RepresentatiVes,. 

W ashmgtcm, D ,0. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I refer to my ~etter of March 251 1975 con~-. 

cerning further repo1:ts on private bills H.R. 1394, H.R. 1395, H.R. 
1396 and l!.R. 1397 whiGh the Honorable Hamilton Fish, Jr. ha·s in~ 
trodrrced-for eight Korean children of leper parents. · 
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We asked our Embassy at Seoul .to conduct an investigation on an 
urgent basi~ into the circumstances under which the beiieficiaries of 
the bi1ls were released for adoption. 

In view of additional information submitted by the Embassy, the 
Department would be prepared to instruct the Embass;y to process the 
applications to conclusion. However it should be pomted out that, 
according to the latest Visa Office builetin, numbers are not available 
for Korean applicants under the nonl?reference category and that it is 
not possible to predict whether this situation will cliange appreciably 
in tlie near future. 

With regard to H.R. 412l a bill to amend the Immigration and 
Nationality Act to provide for the immigration of children of individ
uals suffering from Hansen's disease, I assume that by now the Com
mittee has received the Department's report which was mailed on 
Ma,y 2, 1975. 

Should the Committee desire any additional comments on these bills, 
please do not hesitate to let me know. 

Sincerely, 
LEoNARD F. w ALE:NTYNOWICZ. 

Admini8trat0'1', B«t-ea'U of Secv;T'ity (11ft(/, Oon8tila:r Affaitrs, 

Congressman Ed ward Mezvinsky testified in behalf of H.R. 1394 
and three similar bills. His statement follows: 

TESTIMONY OF CONGRESSMAN EDWARD MEZVINSKY (D-IA.) 
BEFORE SUBCOMMITTEE ON IM:HIGRATION, CITIZENSHIP AND 
IlfTERNATIO:NAL LAW 011 SEPTEMBER 11, 1975, CONCERIU:NG 
FOUR BILLS TO PROVIDE RELIEF FOR .AE SOOK SONG, 1II YUll LEE, 
SANG KOOK CHUNG, HWA SOON CHUltG, SUX CHIN, MEE KYUNG 
CHO AND HEE KYUNG CHO 

Mr. Chairman, Tha.nk you for this opportunity to appear befo:re 
th8 Subcommittee this morning on behalf of these eight children 
seeking admission to the United States to be adopted l>y American 
varenia. This Committee only acts on immigration matters when there 
IS a compelling reason to make an exception to our immip-ation laws 
and I believe this case clearly falls into that £ategory. 

These children, perfectly healthy in every way, are- :forced to live 
in a colcmy separate from the rest of society because their parents have 
Hansenrs disease . .Additionally, th.&.1 win car:ry a stigma with them 
for the rest of their Iiv~s and will oo ostracized by Korean society. The 
natural :earents, knowing of the abject poverty and societal rejection 
their children will face in Korea, have knowingly and willingly 
offered their children for adoption m the United States. After under
going a tho'rdugh physical examination whieh proved that the children 
were not infected with the disease,. the acloptions were approved and 
tl\e ado(>tive parents are eagerly awaiting tlie anival of these children. 

This Is a wonderful story of parental love-not only on the part of 
the- natural parents who .desire better lives for t:h.eil' cJiildten, but also 
on the part of the adoptive pa~nts who are anx1ous to o1fep lo-te and 
~rmth to children they have never met. But as y~, the story has no 
happy ending. 

S.R. 1083 

These children have been ready to come to the United States for 
over a year, but at this time, no Immigration visas have been issued. 
The law, as it now stands, contains an exceJ;>tion from the waiting list 
for children who are to be adopted by American parents, if the natural 
parents are dead. Since there are living parents, the children have no 
priority classification and must wait for their visa numbers to come 
up. I wish I could say how long this wait will be, but no estimate can 
be certain. 

These bills, if enacted, will classifY. these youngsters as children 
witl?-in t~e meaning of section 10l{b)(9_(F) of the Immigration and 
Nationahty Act and approve the petitions filed by their adoptive 
parentB. By speedy Congressional action, the children will soon be 
able to come to the United States. I certainly don't have to tell you 
of the hardship ·this waiting is placing on the children and both sets 
of parents. Having decided to separate, the leave-takin~ should be 
made as quickly as possible, not only· for the obvious physical reasons, 
but also for the. more complicated and equally difficult psychological 
pressures resultmg from these seemingly never-ending delays. These 
children need to be in a healthy environment where they can eat prop
~rly1 go to school and begin to overcome the stigma they have suffered 
m Korea. 

The P!-'Ogram. which is. responsible for arranging the adoption of 
these ch1l4ren IS Operation Outreach, headed by Bernice Gottlieb. 
Mrs. 9'ottheb, ~er~lf the adoetive parent of a Korean child, has been 
wormg on brmgmg these children to the United States for over two 
yea!'B. Under the program, the children will be examined every six 
mo.nths for three years by the Sloan-Kettering Institute in New York 
to msure that they are not the victims of Hansen's disease. Mr. Chair
man, I have several letters written by medical authorities on the nature 
of Hansen's disease, or leprosy, as it is commonly called, laying to rest 
the mythology about the nature of the disease, and I would like to 
i~~ them ih the record. I would like to quote two of these letters at 
thiS tlme: In a letter from Charles C. Shepard, M.D., Chief Leprosy & 
Rickett~ia Branch, Virology Division of the Department' of Health; 
Education and Welfare, to Mrs. Bernice Gottlieb, Director of Opera
tion Outreach, he states "Since the children to be brought to the United 
States do not have leprosy, they are not infectious. I understand that 
the parent was treated for at. least three months before the children 
we~e bo~ so there 'Yould be no chance for the children to have acquired 
an mfectlon that might develop later on. Epidemiological observations 
~ave shown that transmission of leprosy to children does not occur 
If the parent was treated before the children was born." The second 
letter I w~uld like to bri~fly q.uote is that of Chapman H. Binford, • 
M.D., SpeCial Mycrobactenal Diseases Branch, Armed Forces Institute 
of Pathology, Washington, D.C. He said, "Should the children of 
Korean 'parents with lep~y be adopted by U.S. citizens and carefully 
observed for 3 years, I ~hmk, they would far less endanger the public 
health than Korean children adopted and not subjected to periodic 
examination for leprosy." · 

Mr. Chairman, I ask for your favorable action on tbese bills so that 
the~ chi~dren a~d their parents can stop living in uncertainty and 
begm their new hves. 
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The beneficiaries of this bill are children of persons affiicted with 
Hansen's disease (leprosy). Therefore, the House Judiciary Commit
tee contacted the United States Public Health Service to determine 
if any public health problem was likely to arise from the admission 
of these beneficiaries to the United States. The following letter from 
that agency indicates that if the natural parents had received treat
ment for leprosy prior to the birth of a child, "the risk that leprosy 
will develop in the child is extremely low." The letter follows~ 

DEPARTMENt OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE, 
PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE CENTEB FOR DISEASE C()NTROL, 

Atlanta, Ga., F eb'i"Ua1'1J ~4, 197 5. 
Mr. ALEXANDER B. CqoK, 
Hous_e Judiciary Oom,mitte.e, Rayburn HOU8e Office Building, Wash

~ngton, D.O. 
DEAR MR. Coox: This is in response to your telephone call of Feb

ruary 21; asking my personal views about the pror.o_sed private bill 
to allow immigration for adoption of certain children of leprosy 
patients in Korea. 

Existing legislation and regulations relate only to patients with 
leprosy and certain other infectious diseases, and not to family mem
bers or. oth~r COI_ltacts of the .Patients. Thus, there are no restrictions 
on the nhnugration of the children whose parents have leprosy. How
ever, I feel that we would want to do what we can for the health of 
the children as well as for the members of their families and others. 

Leprosy is an infectious disease caused by a bacterium that is re
lated to the tubercle bacillus. New cases anse from exposure to un
treated leprosy patient.\5 who have the severe form of the disease 
(called lepromatous, or multi bacillary). It is not as highly infectious 
as measles; for example, its infectivity is similar to that of pulmonary 
tuberculosis. The attack rate of clinical cases in spouses or other close 
family contacts of lepromatous cases is approximately 5-10 percent. 
Some careful studies of children born to untreated lepromatous pa
rents have revealed higher attack rates, but in these instances the 
children were examined at 6-12 month intervals, and most of the 
leprosy cases that developed consisted of very mild disease with small 
single skin lesions that probably would have cleared without treatment. 

The infecti~ty ?f leproma tolls pat~ents. is rapiiq.y ~ee1;eased by 
treatment. EpidemiOlogiCal and bactenologl(~al studies rndicate that 
the infectivity is reduced to negligible levels after the patient has 
been given standard treatment for 3-4 months and that it remains 
ilefl.'ligible as long as the patient continues treatment. 

. Of course, leprosy is not rare in the United States. There are prob
ably 2,000-3,000 known patients in this country, and about 120-140 
new cases reported each year. For many years the U.S. Public Health 
Service (USPHS) has been charged with providing medical care to 
leprosy patients. The USPHS operates a hospital for leprosy :patients 
at Carville, Louisiana. and the PHS Hospital in San 'Francisco has 
an active leyrosy service. In addition, there are leprosy clinics at the 
PHS Hosp1tals in Staten Island, New York and New Orleans, Loui-
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siana, and at the outpatient clinic in San Pedro, . California. The 
Health Department in Hawaii provides for care of its leprosy patients 
and is reimbursed for doing so by the Federal Government. These 
facilities are located in areas where most of the le:prosy patieiJ.ts live. 

In my opinion, the Korean children should rece1ve the same atten
tion as children of knownlef.rosy patients in the United States. Prac
tices vary somewhat in detai ,. but ingeneral they are as follows. When 
a new case is found, members of the family and other close contacts 
of the patient are examined in the clinic. If they are free of leprosy, 
thfy may be examin~d in the future at 6-12 m.onth intervals so that 
any leprosy that develops can be found before It has progressed very 
far. The closeness with which the contacts are followed depends on the 
type of leprosy in the parent and the time that treatment was started. 
Thus, if the parent has a mild form of disease, the risk of leprosy in 
the child is very low. Furthermore, if the child is born after the 
parent's disease has been discovered and treated, the risk that leprosy 
will develop in the child is extremely low. If circumstances indicate a 
significant risk, the child is put on preventive treatment. The drug 
usually used is Dapsone; it is the same drug as that used for treatment 
of known cases, but a lower dosage is used for prev~tive treatment. 
It is a cheap and safe drug th~.tt is administered daily, and a few 
months supply of tablets can be given to parents to be given to the 
child. The-Da~Qn~ would need to be ~ontinued for a~utthree years. 

Under' these circumstances, the risk would ·be extremely low that sec
ondary cases would arise in the contracts of the child. Usually, the 
severe (lepromatous) form of the disease does not develop in chil
dren, -and with frequent examinations any disease that might develop 
would be discovered and treated early before it had progressed to the 
point that there would be a serious risk to the child's contacts. 

With the Korean children, it :may be very difficult to establish the 
exact family conditions in Korea, so conservative practices may need 
to be followed. Each child would need to be seen and the individual 
situation evaluated. I imagine that it will be imposeible to cal':ry out 
the evaluations until the child visits the leprosy clinic in the United 
States. • 

Since leprosy care is a specialized practice in the United States, it 
seems to me that the best P?OOY would be to insist that the children be 
placed under the supervision of one of the PHS leprosy facilities. 
Visits to the clinic could be made once or twice a year, at the most. 

You mentioned the possibility that it might be necessary to specify 
in the legislation that the Korean children be required to come under 
the supervision of one of the PHS leprosy clinics. I feel certain that 
any of the clinics would be glad to carry out this responfiibility and 
have, in fact, discussed this with Dr. James Fields, of the PHS Hos
pital in Staten Island, and with Dr. Robert J aeobson, of the PHS Hos
pital in Carville. Perhaps the legislation could specify that the child 
should be placed under the supervision of a PHS clinic for leprosy, or, 
when ne~essary, under. a..l~):?r~ specialis.t .designated py o~ of the 
clihics, and that the supervlS~on should be continued for as long as is 
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deemed necessary by the clinic. Since the usual incubation period is 
two to five years, the period of observation might be this long. 

• "' Sincerely yours, 
• "' "' "' • 

CHARL:&a c. SHEPARD, M.D., 
Ohief, Leproay and Rickettsia Bran.ch, 
Viro'!Ogy Divi8ion, Bureau of Laboratoriea. 

The following reports on the medical condition of the na.tural par~ 
ents of the beneficiaries have been received indicating that the natural 
parents received drug treatment for 21 years prior to the birth of Rae 
Suk Chin and 19 years prior to the birth of Suk Chin. 

N arne of Child: Chin Suk. 

CATHOLIC MEnrcAL CENTER, 
Seoul, Korea. 

Father: Chin, Woo Bum: Type of disease; L-type (arrested). 
(a) General health conditions; good

Lt. mobil claw hand. 
Lt. eye; blindness. 
Rt. eye; blurring of vision. 

(b) Drug therapy prior to child's birth (4 years): DDS 4 
years. 

Mother: Kim, Za Y a: Type of disease; T -type (arrested). 
(a) General health conditions; good

Rt. mobile claw hand. 
Lt. hand; insensitivity and wrist drop. 
Rt. 3rd (middle) finger; amputation. 
Lt. lower leg; amputation. 
Facial paralysis. 

(b) Drugtherapypr10rtochild'sbirth (19years)
Chaulmoogra oil, 1 year. 
DillSone, 2 years. 
DDS, 16 years. 

Date of examined: November 11, 197 4. 
Examined by: 

Sm RYONG CHOr, M.D., 
Dire(Jfor, Ohronic DiseMe La"6oratory. 

N arne of Child: Chin, Hae Suk. 

CATHOLIC MEDICAL CENTER, 
Seoul, Korea. 

F~theJ.i: Chin, Woo Bum: Type of disease; L-type (arrested). 
(a.) General health conditions; good-

Lt. mobile claw hand. · 
Lt. eye; blindness. 
Rt. eye; blurring of vision. 

(b) Drug therapy prior to child's birth (6 years): DDS 6 
years. 

Mother: Kim, Za Ya: Type of disease; T -type (arrested). 
(a) General health conditions; good-

Rt. mobile claw hand. 
S.R. 1083 
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Lt. hand; insensitivity and wrist dro'p. 
Rt. 3rd (middle) finger; amputation. 
Lt. lower leg; amputation . 
Facial paralysis. 

(b) Drug therapy prior to child's birth (21 years)
Chaulmoogra oil, 1 year. 
Diasone, 2 years. 
DDS, 18 years. 

Date of examined: November 11; 197 4. 
Exaruined by: 

Sur RYONG Cuor, M.D., 
Director, Ohromc Disease Laboratory. 

The beneficiaries have all received appropriate medical exa~ina
tions and no sign of leprosy has been nQted. The House Committee 
has assured itself. that the beneficiaries will receive appropriate medi
cal treatment in this country. Their health care will be supervised by 
Spence-Chapin Services to Families and Children for a minimum 
period of five years or until such future time as they are released by 
the Public Health Service. Following is correspondence received from 
the Public Health Service describing the program that will be estab
lished for the medical care of these beneficiaries together with state
ments from the adopting parent and the Spence-Chapin agency 
agreeing to I'!Uch program of t reatment. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE, 
HEALTH SERVICES AND MENTAL HEALTH ADMINISTRATION, 

U.S. PUBLIO HEALTH SERVICE HosPITAL, 
Staten Island, N.Y., September 17, 1975. 

Mr. ALEXANDER B. Coax, 
00'1.11nUl, Committe~ on )fdicia'I"J/, Rayburn Building, 
W aahington, D .0 . 

DEAR MR. CooK: The following information which is pertinent to 
children of the Outreach Program is submitted. 

Safeguards taken to assure that the children of parents with Lep
rosy emigrating under the Outreach Program to the United States 
are healtliy and remain so: 

1. Medical history of natural parents is taken noting type of leprosy, 
disabilities, and length of years on t reatment, including type of chemo
therapy used. (If the parents are on standard chemotherapy for 
approximately t"hree months prior to the child's birth, they are con
sidered no longer communicable. Parents of the first group of eight 
children were on chemotherapy and are considered noninfectious to 
their children.) 

2. Standard medical evaluation of children is performed as in all 
immigration cases plus an examination specifically for leprosy, in
cluding clinical examination of the skin and peripheral nerves and 
skin smears from earlobes, knees and elbows, and a ·lepromin test. 

3. Upon emigration, the children will be held for 24 hours at our 
U.S. Public Hea·lth Service Hospital at Staten Island under my 
supervision for additional examination and clearance. 
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~· The Outreach Progr~m, through. their cooperating intercountry 
child-placement age!lcy will be ~sponstbl~ for seeing that the adoptive 
parents have the chtldren exammed for _!l:Igns of leprosy periodically 
and as recommended bl the U.S. Public Hea:lth Service for five yea~ 
followi!lg the children s ~migration to this country. This checkup can 
be car~ted out even at a distance, as blood samples and skin smears can 
be mail~d to appropriate public health fa«:ilities urider our direction. 

Smcerely yours, 
JAMES P. FZELDB, M.D. 

M edieal, Direct01', PBB, 
Oh~f, Dermatology Department. 

SPENCE-CHAPIN' 
SERVICES TO FAMILIES AND CHILQREN' 

New York, N.Y. 

PLACEMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN ADOPTION AGENCIES AND ADOPTIVE 

PARENT(S) 

Spence-C~apin ~ervic~s to .Fami:lies and Children agrees to place 
Hae Suk Chm (child) With Mtss Arlene Roemer (adoptive parent ( s) ) 
for the purpose of legal adoption, and hereby authonzes them to con
sent to any medical, surgical or dental care or treatment as recom
mended by a licensed physician or dentist. 

CHARLEs B. Ows, 
Executive Director, 

Peirce-Warwick Adoption Service. 
JANE D. EDWARDS, 

. Executive Director, 
Spence-Ohapi111Services to Families aJI'Id Children. 

.We, the adoptive parent(s), agree to accept the above child and 
w1~l a~sume ~he normal parental responsibilities for the care of the 
phild, ~ncluding ~e expen~es of support, education and medical care, 
mcludt~g a .Qlll),lJllum penod of five vear~ of physical examinations 
~nd/or treatment relatmg to Hansen"s Disease. Such treatment will 
mclude an ann~l check-up by a. member of the. Dermatology Depart
ment of the Umted States Pubhc Health Ser~, or a physician~
proved .by that depa~ent, or more frequently~ if so requested, by 
the Umted States Public Health Service. Such treatment will con
tin'!le for five years ~ginning on the day of the child's arrival in the 
Umted States or until such further date as the child is released hy 
the United States Public Health Service. · 

':V e und~rstand that Spence-Chapin Services to Families and 
Cht:l~ren w11l act as oye~er to follo'! up the annual check-ups as 
described above and withm for our chtld over a five year period or 
until. such further «;!ate as the child is released by the United States 
Pubhc Health Service. · 

SPENCE-CHAPIN, 
SERVICES TO FAMILIES AND CmLDREN, 

New York, N.Y. 
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l>LACEMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN ADOPTION AGENCIES AND ADOPTIVE 
PARENT(S) 

Adoptive Parent ( s) : Miss Arlene Roemer. 
Date: October 21, 1975. h ' · 
We ~I) understand that by si~ing the above statement, t 1s m-

.formatron will be a matter of public record. 
STATE OF MARYLAND 
CouNTY oF MoNTGOMERY, ss: . . 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 21st day of October, 1975 at 
5229 Connecticut Ave. NW. 

My Commission expires July 1, 1978. 

GINGER P. SWisHER, 
Notary Public. 

SPENCE-CHAPIN' 
SPENCE-CHAPIN, 

SERVICES TO FAMILIES AND CHILDREN' 
New Yor~,N.Y. 

PLACEMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN ADOPTION AGENCIES AND ADOPTIVE 
.PARENT(S) 

Spence-Cha)?in Services to Families and Childr~n agrees to place 
Suk Chin (chtld) with Miss Arlene Roemer (ado~tlve parent(s)) for 
the purpose of legal adoption, and hereby author1.2es them to consent 
to any medical, s~~ical or d~ntal care or treatment as recommended 
by a licensed phys1c1an or dent1st. 

CHARLES B. Oms, Eweautive Di:r.ector, 
Peirce-Warwick Af/,option Se'tVice. 

MRs. JANE D. EDWARDS, Exeautwe Director, 
Spence-Ohapin, Service to Families Olltd 0'/Uldren. 

We, the a~optive parent(s), agree to !1-C~P.t the above child and 
will assume the normal parental responstbllities for the ca~ of the 
child, includin~ the expenses of support, education and medical care, 
including a imnimum period of five years of physical examinations 
and/or treatment relatmg to llansen's Disease. Such treatment will 
include an annual check-up by a member of the ;Dermatology Depart
ment of the United States Public Health Service, or a physician ap
proved by that department, or more frequently, if so requested, ·by 
the United States Public Health Service. Such treatment will continue 
for five years beginning on the day of the child's arrival in the United 
States or until such further date as the child is released by the United 
States Public Health Service. 

We understand that Spence~Chapin Services to Families and Chil
dren will act as overseer to follow up the annual check-ups as described 
above and within for our child over a five year period or until such 
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further date as the child is released by the United States Public Health 
Service. · 

SPENCE-CHAPIN, 
SERVIcEs TO FAMILIES AND Cmi:.oREN, 

New York, N.Y. 

PLACEMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN ADOPTION AGENCIES AND ADOPTH-E 
PARENT(s) 

Adqptivt parent ( s) : Miss Arlene Roemer. 
Date: October 21, 1975. 
We(I) understand that by si~ing the above stt.itetnent, this in

formati®- will be a matter of pubhc record. 
STATE OF MARYLAND, 
00'1.11f1.ty of. M ontg®Wry, as. 

Subscnbed and sworn to before me this 21st day of October 1975 
at 5229 COnnecticut Ave., NW. 

My commission expires July 1, 1978. 

GINGER P. SwiSHER, 
Notary Public. 

SPENCE~ CHAPIN' 
SERVICES TO FAMILIES AND CHILDREN' 

October 2, 1975. 
Spe~ce-Chapin Services to Families and Children, an agency duly 

authoriZed onder the laws of the State of New York to render services 
to families and children, agrees to act as an overseer to follow up the 
annual check-ups on the following children: 

Child and Prospective Adoptive Parent(s) : 
Suk Chin, Miss Arlene Roemer. 
Hae Suk Chin, Miss Arlene Roemer. 

. That such medical follow-ups will cover a five year period begin
mng o? that day of the above children's arrival in the United States 
or until such further date as the children are released by The United 
States Public Health Service. 

JANE D. EDWARDS, EaJec-tdiv.e Director, 
SpMt.Ce·Chapin 8e'!'Vicea tQ Families and Ohildren. 

Congressman Hamilton Fish, Jr., the author of the bill submitted 
the following statement of support: ' 

CONGRESS OF THE uNITED STATES, 

HousE OF RE:PRESENTATIVEB, 

H J 0 
Washington,D.O.,Deceml:>er..f-,1976. 

on. AMES • E.&S'I'L.&ND, 
0/w;i~ 8enq.te 00'/TWbittee Qn the Judicia1711 1Vath:ington, D.O. 
. Jh:AR ¥a. Qn.AIRMAN: I am writing · with regard to four private 
ImmigratiOn bills that passed the House on November 18th (H.R.l394, 
H.R. 1395, H.R. 1396., and H.R. ~397) 

1 
and are currently pending 

before your Subcommittee on Imnugration and Naturalization. 
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I · trodueed these bills to facilitate the adopti<?n of eight children 
pres~:tlv IiViiu:r in Korea with their parents: Wh1le.the pa~t:B l~ave 
been aftli.etMd with Hansen's Disease, exhaustive medical exa.mmat10ns 
have shown that the children are healthy an~ do ~ot su~er from ~e 
disease. However, the <lhildren are f?rced ~ hve with their p~rents m 
isolated villa s. apart from and stigmatized. b_y: Korean .SC?C1ety. 

Three coti f:s and one single woman, all Um!OO States citizens, have 
com leted · ah pre-adoptive procedures includmg the necessary ~orne 
stuiies and are anxiously awaiting the approval of the aforementioned 
bills.. These bills are necessary since both natural parents of each of 
the children in question are living. • . k 

I would sincerely appre.ciate 1t if expeditions actiOn cou~d be ta en 
by your Subcommittee on these measures so that the adoptions can be 
completed at the earliest possil?le date. 

Sincerely, 
HAMILTON Flm1 Jr., 

Mem:bet'of CungMJs. 

Congressman Edward Me~i~sky submi~ted additional supporting 
information to the Senate J udiClary Committee: 

CoNGRESs oF THE UNITED 8TATJB, 
HousE oF REPRESENTATIVES, 

w aahim,gton, D.C., Feb'I"Uat"JJ ~, 1976. 
Hon. JAMES 0. EASTLAND, 
fn/fl Dirkse"" BuiUing, 
lV ashington, D.O. 

DEAR ·SENATOR EAsTLAND: Pending in the Senate Judiciary Comm~t
tee are four priwte bills to class~fy eight children from Korea. as c~il
dren within the meaning of sectiOn lOl(b) (1) (f) of the ImmigratiOn 
and Naturalization Act. , 

These children are very special. Their parents suffer from Hansen s 
disease and they, along with their moth~rs and fathers, are _forced to 
liv~ apart from society in .separate co~om~s. A~though the children are 
perfectly healthy, they will have t<? hve m this _'!olony for ~he rest of 
their lives and must carry cards Wit~ them saymg_tha.t ~eir pa.ren~s 
suffered from Hansen's disease, w~Ich further stlgma~Izes t~em. m 
the community. Knowing of the abJect poverty n:nd soc1etal ~l~CtiOn 
that their children will face, the parents, knowmgly and willmgly, 
have offered their children for adoption by American parents. 

Four sets of parents, willing to reach out to off~r .love to children 
suffering half way around the ;world, have been waiting: for over ~wo 
years for their children to arr1ve. In fact, the parents m the Umted 
States are so anxious for their arrival that one group has already 
made a trip to Korea to visit their children and further reassure their 
natural parents that a good home is waiting in the United States •. 

Enclosed with this letter are copies of the reports on these bills. 
Except for indi~idual differences in t~e pe~sonallives of the child~n 
and their adoptive parents, they are Identical. These reports outlme 
the background of the cases as well as provide exhaustive medical 
proof of the desirability of bringing these children into the country. 
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I \Vould appreciate your giving theae hills your personal attention 
and hope you can act on them quickly. I will be happy to speak with 
you to provide you with any additional information you require. Best regards 

. EDWARD MEzvzNSKY. 

The Senate Judiciary Committee has also received endorsements of 
this legislation from Senator Jacob Javits and Senator Hugh Scott. 
Their statements read as follows: 

u.s. s~A!E, · ·· 
W a~hington, D .0., N ovemlJ~ S5, !97.6.' Ron. JAMES 0. EASTLAND, · 

0~ Senate Judiciary OQ11'11Jnittee, 22S6 Dirlcaen Buildin;g, W a8hington, D.O. . 

DEAR MR. CHAIRHAN: On November 17, the House passed four 
private immigration bills, H.R. 1394 through H.R. 1397. 

The beneficiaries of these bills are Korean children whose parents 
suffer from Hansen's disease and who are coming to the United States 
for adoption by Americans. Three of the four sets of prospective 
parents are New Yorkers. · 

Private legislation was needed in this case since these children have 
living parents and therefore are not eligible to enter as non-quota 
immigr..ants who will be adQpted. 

I have introduced genez:allegislation to deal with the subject of 
these unfortunate children, and I enclose a copy of a letter to the 
Attorney General on this subject which I wrote earlier this ;rear. In 
the absence of Committee action on the general bill . I would very 
Inttch appreciate any consid~ration which you could give to these four 
specific oills. Copies of the House reports are also enclosed fot your information. · 

Sincerely, 

. u.s. SENA'l"E, 
W a8hington, D.O., Feb'rl.l4"1/1'l, 1976. Ron. JAMEs 0. EA8TLA:ND, 

Ohaiiwi,qn, Imma!fiYitioin. and Naturalization, Subcommtttee, 
W aJthi'IJ{Jton, D.O. · · 

DEAR Jrn: I have recently learned of the plight of a small number 
of youngsters who continue to suffer unnecessarily. They are the 
children of ~epers in Asia. 

Although U:S. medical authorities have given them a clean bill of 
4ealth) the immigration authorities have denied these cihldreri, num
bering eight or ten, the right to enter the country to be united either 
with .the non-diseased parent or with their adopting parents. As a 
result, the1 1continue to suffer under the most barbarous conditions as 
much victims of medieval prejudice as their parents. 

I understand that the immigration authorities are reluctant to allow 
them into this country for fear of a public outcry in opposition. I 
think 'this sells the American people short. These children pose iw 
health threat to this country. 
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I further understand that you might facilitate th~ir entry by ~f:Cting 
favorably on several private bills tJ:tat are now pendmg. May I d1scuss 
this matter with you at your converuence ~ 

With warm personal regard, 
Sincerely, 

HuGH SCOTT. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (H.R. 1394) should be enacted. 

0 
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H. R. 1394 

.RintQtfourth «tongrtss of tht tinittd ~tatts of amcrica 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the nineteenth day of January, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventy-six 

For the relief of Suk Chin and Hae Suk Chin. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre&e'Tiiatives of the 
United States of .America in Congress (l8seml>led, That, in the admin
istration of the Immigration and Nationality Act, Suk Chin and Hae 
Rnk Chin, may be classified as children within the meaning of section 
101 (b) (1) (F) of the Act, and a petition filed in their behalf by Arlene 
Roemer a citizen of the United States, may be approved pursuant 
to section 204 of the Act: Provided, That the natural parents or 
brothers or sisters of the beneficiaries shall not, by virtue of such rela
tionship, be accorded any right, privilege, or status under the Immi
gration and Nationality Act. 

Section 204 (c) of the Immigration and Nationality Act, relating 
to the number of petitions which may be approved, shall be inappli
cable in this case. 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

Vice President of the United States and 
Pruident of the Senate. 




