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THE WHITE HOUSE ACTION 
WASHINGTON 

Last Day: April 19 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

April 14, 1976 

THE PRESIDENT 

JIM CANN~"' 
S. 832 - Relief of Kristen 
Marisol Kneebone 

Attached for your consideration is S. 832, sponsored by 
Senator Moss, which would permit issuance of an immigrant 
visa to Kristen Marisol Kneebone, the adopted alien 
daughter of U.S. citizens. She was unable to acquire 
an immigrant visa because current law limits the issuance 
of such visas for alien orphan children to two per 
adopting parents and her parents have already adopted 
two children. 

Additional information is provided in OMB's enrolled 
bill report at Tab A. 

OMB, Max Friedersdorf, Counsel's Office (Lazarus), NSC 
and I recommend approval of the enrolled bill. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign S. 832 at Tab B. 

Digitized from Box 43 of the White House Records Office Legislation Case Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

APR 1 3 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill s. 832 ~ Relief of Kristen Marisol 
Kneebone 

Sponsor - Sen. Moss (D) Utah 

Last Day for Action 

April 19, 1976 -Monday 

Purpose 

To permit issuance of an immigrant visa to the adopted alien 
daughter of u.s. citizens. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Immigration and Naturalization Service 
Department of State 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 
No objection 

The beneficiary is a 4-year old Colombian orphan who was 
adopted in Colombia on May 20, 1972 by Mr. and Mrs. Terrence 
H. Kneebone, both u.s. citizens, when Mr. Kneebone, a Foreign 
Service Officer with the United States Information Agency, 
was stationed in Colombia. 

While in Colombia, Mr. and Mrs. Kneebone had also adopted 
two other Colombian orphans; the first child has been 
naturalized as a u.s. citizen and the second has permanent 
resident alien status. 
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Kristen entered the United States on a temporary visa with 
her adopted family on June 21, 1974. However, unlike her 
adopted brother and sister, who were granted immigrant 
visas as adopted children of Mr. and Mrs. Kneebone, Kristen 
was unable to acquire an immigrant visa because current 
law limits the issuance of suchvisas for alien orphan 
children to two per adopting parents. Her visitors visa 
expired on June 21, 1975; however deportation proceedings 
have not been instituted by the Immigration and Naturaliza
tion Service. 

The enrolled bill would permit the issuance of an immigrant 
visa to Kristen upon approval of an immediate relative child 
petition filed in her behalf by Mr. and Mrs. Kneebone. With
out this legislation, Kristen is ineligible to obtain an 
immigrant visa in the United States and would be both required 
to apply for a visa outside this country and subject to the 
numerical limitation for immigrants from the Western 
Hemisphere. 

?--~.d/ 
Assistant Director 
for Legislative Reference 

Enclosures 



• • THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Bob Linder: 

Pls see attached. 
jj 



' .April 13. 1976 

Th.X you for your April 7 letter coftcenabg 
S. 832, a private bill you illtroductkl to allow 
~istan Marisol lnoeDon. to qualify for b-
Sledi.a'te r•lativ• status.. • 

I have notea your reqast: that this bill be 
siped a.l also your desire ~or a eereJIIOnal 
signlDs pn to present to th- tlleebone faaily. 
You will hear further as sooo as possible .. 

Sillce::rely. 

Williaa T. Xendall 
Deputy Assistant 
to the PresideDt 

The Jionorable Pr.mlc E. Moss 
Uni~ States Senate 
WashJ.Dgtou, D.C. 20510 _. 

- J 
bee: w/inc to Judy Berg;:;llansen for handling of pen request 
~: w/inc to James ~'!n_.;:_ FYI ,..u · 

-J,cc: w(~ 1o ~ ~~10m6 -.,._,~ 
~TX:JEB:kir -

- ..... ,. • • •- ••.• , ........ .t. . - ... -....... -..... ___ .,.- . 
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COMMITTEES: 

AGING 

BuoaET 
CoMMERCE 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 201110 

April 7, 1976 

Mr. William T. Kendall 
Deputy Assistant to the President 
Legislative Affairs 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Bill: 

\ 

PosT 0FP'ICE AND CIVIL SERVICE 

AERONAUTICAL AND SPACE SCIENCES 

(Ex OFFICIO) 

APPROPRIATIONS 

NATIONAL FUELS AND ENERGY PoLICY 51\IDY 

SECRETARY, DEMOCRATIC CONFERENCE 

·' 

Yesterday the House of Representatives 
passed S. 832, a private bill I introduced for 
Kristen Marisol Kneebone, a young Colombian girl 
adopted by Terry and Judy Kneebone of Reston, 
Virginia. The purpose of my bill is to allow the 
girl to qualify for immediate relative status. 

I hope the President will be able to 
approve this measure. If he does, I would be 
most appreciative if you would save the pen he 
uses to sign the bill so I can present it to the 
family as a momenta for their daughter. 

Sincerely, 

- JL£: 
Frank E. Moss 
United States Senator 

FEM:mh 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

APR 8 1976 

Dear Mr. Lynn: 

Reference is made to Mr. Frey's communication of 
April 7, 1976, transmitting for comment enrolled bill 
s. 832, "For the relief of Kristen Marisol Kneebone". 

This Department's files contain no information 
identifiable with the above-cited alien, and in the 
absence of any derogatory information, this Department 
has no objection to the enactment of this bill. 

The Honorable 
James T. Lynn, 

Director, 

Since:7lh-!ll!:::k~:(~ 
Assistant Secretary for 
Congressional Relations 

Office of Management and Budget. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE 
~ ~ 

Washington 25, D.C. 

Of'f'ICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 

APR 8 1976 
AN[J) F111£FEA l'Q THill FILl: NO. 

A20 638 634 

TO OFFICE_OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Private Bill No. S. 832 Office of Management 
--------~~--~~~ 

and Budget request da. ted ......;A"""p:.=rc.::;:i;.;;l'--'-7•, _1-.9.._7.:...6_ • .__ __ _ 

CO Form 18 

(REV • 1 -1 7 - 7 2) 

Beneficiary or Beneficiaries Kristen Marisol Kneebone. 
---------··--·· 

Pursuant to your request for the views of the Department of Justice on 
the subject bill, a review has been made of the facsimilf' of the bill, there
lating Congressional Committee report or reports, and all pertinent informatinn 
in the files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service. 

On the basis of this review the Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
on behalf of the Department of Justice: . 

[X] Recommends approval of the bill 

0 Interposes no objection to approval of the bill 

Sincerely, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASUINOTON LOG NO.: 

Date: April 13 Time: 
530pm 

FOR ACTION: Dick Parsons~ cc (for information}: Jack Marsh 
NSC/S ~ Jim Cavanaugh 
Max Friedersdoff~ Ed Schmults 
Ken Lazarus~ 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: April 14 Time: 300pm 

SUBJECT: 

s. 832 - Relief of Kristen Marisol Kneebone 

l'.CTION REQUESTED: 

-- For Necessary Action __ For Your Rec:ommendationa 

-- Prepare Agenda and Brief --Draft Reply 

-X- For Your Comments - -Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

t:b4/?t:n- #-? ~6'30;0~ 
t1u;/JJJ- ~~/do~ 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a 
delay in submitting the required material, please 
telephone the Staff Secretary immediately. 

. R. COLE, JR. 
For the President 



THE WHITE HOU~E 

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASIII!>OCTON LOG NO.: 

Date: April 13 

FOR FcCTION: Dick Parsons v/ 
NSC/S 
Max Friedersdorf 
Ken Lazarus 

FROM THE STl\.FF '1ECRETARY 

DUE: Date: April 14 

SUBJECT: 

Time: 
530pm 

cc (for inforrf'.ntion): Jack Marsh 
Jim Cavanaugh 
Ed Schmults 

Time: 300pm 

s. 832 - Relief of Kristen Marisol Kneebone 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

--For Necessary Action __ For Your Recommendations 

--- Prepcu::e Age.nda and Brie£ __ Draft Reply 

_ _x__:_ For Ycur Cornments -- Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 'C_e_c.-~~ ~ ~~~. R.Q? 
Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

·: .• ' ..., •)& \ 
. (~\ 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you have any questions or i£ you anticipate a. 
deia.y in submitting the required material, please 
telephone the Staff Sccretm·y immediately. • 

-::-.. '. "'~ 
; . . ) ' 



TilE WHITE HOUSE 

ACTION ~'IE.MORANDUM W A S II I N r; T 0 ~~ LOG NO.: 

Date: April 13 

FOR l:.CTION: Dick Parsons 
NSC/S 
Max Friedersdorf 
Ken Lazarus./ 

FROM: THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: April 14 

SUBJECT: 

Time: 
530pm 

cc (for inforrn.ation): Jack Harsh 
Jim Cavanaugh 
Ed Schmults 

• Time: 30 Opm 

s. 832 - Relief of Kristen Marisol Kneebone 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

· __ For Necessary Action --- For Your Recommendations 

---· Prepare Agendct and Brief -- Draft Reply 

__x__ For Your Comll'.ents -- Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

No objection -- Ken Lazarus 4/14/76 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a 
delay in submitting the required xnatcrio.l, please 
telephone the Stoff Secretory immediately. • . 



MEMORANDUM 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

April 14, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JAMES CANNON 

Jeanne W. Da~ 
s. 832 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

2178 

The NSC Staff concurs in the proposed Enrolled Bill S. 832 -
Relief of Kristen Mariso1 Kneebone. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W.<>.. S H i N G- :::: '-.: 

April 14, 1976 

HEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

.JIM CAVANAUGH 

MAX L. FRIEDF.RSDORF~ v· 
SUBJECT:· S. 832 - Relief of Kristen Mariso1 Kneebone . 

The Office of Legislative Affairs concurs with the agencies 

that the subject bill be signed. 

Attachments 



94TH CoNGRESS} HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { REPORT 
2dSession No. 94-911 

KRISTEN MARISOL KNEEBONE 

MARCH 16, 1976.-Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and 
ordered to be printed 

Mr. En,BERG, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany S. 832] 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 832) for the relief of Kristen Marisol Kneebone, having considered 
the same, report favorably thereon without amendment and recom
mend that the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 

The purpose of this bill is to facilitate the adjustment of status of 
the adopted child of citizens of the United States. 

GEXERAJ, IXFORl\L\TION 

The beneficiary of this bill is a 4-year-old native and citizen of 
Colombia who ·was adopted on May 20, 1972. She entered the United 
States with her adoptive parents on .June 21, 1974. The adoptiYe par
ents have two other adopted children, one who is no\v a U.S. citizen 
and the other a permanent resident. The family resides in Reston, Va. 

A letter, with attached memorandum, dated July 1, 19{;) to the 
chairman of the Senate Committee on the ,Judiciary from the Commis
sioner of Immigration and Naturalization with reference to the bill 
reads as follows: 

"CNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JusTICE, 
I::\Il\1IGRA'l'IOX AND NATURALIZ"\TION SERVICE, 

Ron. JAMES 0. EASTLAXD, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 

Washington, D.O., July 1, 197:5. 

U.S. Senate, W a:Jhington, D.O. 
DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: In response to your request for a report rPla

tive to the bill (S. 832) for the relief of Kristen Marisol Knef.'bone. 
there is attached a memorandum of information concerning tlw 
beneficiary. 

57-007 
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The bill provides that for immigration purposes the beneficiary, 
who has been adopted by United States citizens, may be classified as 
a child and granted immediate relative status upon approval of a 
petition filed by the adoptive parents, notwithstanding the fact that 
they have previously filed and had approved petitions in behalf of 
other alien children. It also provides that the beneficiary's natural 
siblings shall derive no immigration benefits by virtue of such rela
tionship. The Committee may wish to change "his" to "her" on line 6 
of the bill. 

The beneficiary, a native of Colombia, is chargeable to the numerical 
limitation for immigrants from the Western Hemisphere. She is 
statutorily ineligible to adjust her status while in the United States 
and will be reqmred to apply for a visa outside of this country. 

Sincerely, 
L. F. CHAPMAN, Jr., 

0 ommisaioner. 
Enclosure. 

JUEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRATION AND 
NATURALIZATION SERVICE FILES RE S. 832 

Information concerning this case was obtained from Mr. 
and Mrs. Terrence Kneebone, the adoptive parents and inter
ested parties. 

The beneficiary, a female child, Kristen Marisol Kneebone 
was born October 15, 1971 in Bucaramonga, Columbia. She 
was adopted from the Casa de la Madre y cl Sino Orphanage 
in Bogota on May 20, 1972. Her natural parents are unknown. 
She entered the United States with her adoptive parents on 
June 21, 1974 as a visitor for pleasure and was authorized to 
remain in that status until June 21, 1975. Deportation pro
ceedings have not been instituted. 

Mr. Terrence Holmes Kneebone was born May 1, 1942 in 
a Japanese prisoner of war camp in the Philippines, where 
his father and mother were interned until 1945. He derived 
United States citizenship through his father. His mother 
remains a citizen of Canada. 

He attended school in the Philippines and after coming to 
this country earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree from Whit
man College, Walla Walla, Washington. He then completed 
three years of graduate study at the University of Utah at 
Salt Lake City. He has been employed as a Foreign Service 
Officer with the United States Information Agency since 
June 1967, at a salary of $21,367 per annum. 

Mrs. Judy Lee Kneebone was born June 19, 1945 in Salt 
Lake City, Utah. She attended school in that State and also 
'Whitman College where she met her husband. They returned 
to Utah and were married in 1964. 

The interested parties have resided in Reston, Virginia 
since they returned from their foreign posts at Bogota, Co
lombia and Lima, Peru. While in Colombia two children 

H.R. 911 
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were born to them, but both died shortly after birth. Mrs. 
Kneebone could not have any more children so they adopted 
a son1 Brett Joseph Kneebone, born July 15, 1968 in Colombia 
who IS now a United States citizen; and a daughter, Barbara 
Kneebone, born October 28, 1971 in Colombia who is now a 
permanent resident alien. Both children were admitted to 
the United States as immediate relatives. 

The interested parties will remain in the United States for 
thr~e year~ prio~ to assignment abroad and are leasing a home 
durmg th1s periOd. They report assets of $13.000 consistin<Y 
of personal property and savings. ' '=' 

Senator Frank E. Moss, the author of the bill, has submitted the 
following information in connection with the case: 

u.s. SENATE, 
W aahington, D.O., July 9292,1975. 

Ron. JAMES 0. EASTLAND, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, D.O. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you for your letter of the 7th concern
ing S. 832, the private immigration bill for the relief of Kristen 
Marisol Kneebone. 

I am enclosing a letter sent to me by this little girl's mother, Mrs. 
Judy Kneebone. It tells how the Kneebones first learned about Kristen 
Marisol and their efforts to keep the family intact. It is a very touch
ing story and I strongly urge that the Committee act favorably on 
the measure. 

Sincerely, 

Ron. FRANK E. Moss, 
U.S. Senate, 
W aahington, D.O. 

FRANK E. Moss. 
U.S. Senator. 

REsToN, VA., July 18,1975. 

DEAR SENATOR: Reference is made to S. 932, your private immigra
tion bill for the relief of Kristen Marisol Kneebone. With that formal 
introduction, I will informally tell you of how she came to be our 
daughter. 

In February of 1968, my husband. Terry Kneebone, and I went to 
Bo<Yota, Columbia, in South America. Terry was assigned there as a 
Fo~eiO'n Service Information Officer working for the United States 
Infor~ation Agency. In July of that year, I gave birth to our first 
child who died 36 hours later. In November of that year, we adopted 
our son, Brett Kneebone, through La Casa de la Madre y el Nifio. (A 
private orphanage in Bogota with a very high standard of c~ild place
ment which handles manv inter-country adoptions. The D1rector of 
La Casa is Maria Lopez" Michelsen, whose brother Alfonso Lopez 
Michelsen, is the current president of Colombia.) 

H.R. 911 
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Following a second very complicated pregnan~y and the death of 
our second daughter in September, 1969~ w.e ~eCided that our future 
children would all be adopted. Perhaps It I~n t necessary to say th~t 
"our" children are everv bit as much ours as If they had been growl!- m 
mv body instead of in our hearts. Parenthood is that process of.lovmg 
and raising ~hildren, not the p~ysi~al act of ~oncept~on and birth. A 
serious medical problem resultmg m surgery m Apnl, 1970, removed 
any possibility of my ha~ing "natural" children. "\Ve were transferred 
to Lima, Peru, in May of 1970. . 

In February of 1972, after learnmg: that we ~ould no~ adopt under 
PeruYian law, we wrote to La Casa m Bogota requestmg .that t~ey 
find us a little girl to adopt. W ~ ha~ ~~n told by the Amer:can V ~ce
Cousul in Lima of the re<rulatwn lmntmg parents to two Immedmte 
relatiYe status visas for ~hildren adopted in Latin America when 
"\Ye petitioned for an immigrant.visa for our son. Since we were pla~
ning to adopt only one other child, we were not conce;ned about this. 
In May of 1972, I flew to Bogota with my husband s power of at-
torney, to pick up our daugh~er. . . 

"Marisol" had been born m a conYent m Bucaramanga, Colombm, 
on October 15, 1971. Her "natm·al" mother had arrived at the conv~nt 
in labor. The "father" of the child was unknown. The woman died 
giving birth. The twenty-eight nuns in .t~e .convent wante?- to keep 
the child and raise her there. After consictenng that the child would 
be better off in a loving home, and after having been to~d by La Cas,a 
that a family had been found f<?r her, the nuns sent Ma;nsol to Bogota. 
I arrin•cl the day after she chd, and proc~e?-ed to sign th~ papers. 
I named her Kristen Marisol Kneebone, retammg her Colombian name 
and adding our preference. Kristen was a very extr<.>Verted, happy, 
healthy child of seven and a half ~on~h_s of age. Aside fro!? a cor
rectable dysentery problem, my pediatrician pronounced her m excel-
lent health, both physically and mentally. . . . 

At that time, the matron enteredthe room with a second httle girl, 
approximately seven months of age. She had ?een found abandoned 
on the doorstep of La Casa several days earher. A scrawled paper 
found with her said she had been born on Oc~o?er 28, 1971. She was 
suffering from a calci~m ~e.ficiency, pneumomhs, dysentery, and tJ;Ie 
chicken pox. The pediatrician pronounced her mentally fit, and m 
need of medical attention for her physical problems and "a great deal 
of love and affection from a loving mother and father." She was our 
"Barbara " 

Intelle~tually-made plans of o1_1e little girl su~denly became null 
and void. There were two litt~e gu-ls; e~ch <?n~ wit~ her own appeal, 
each needing love and a family, each Irre~Isbbl~ m her own rig~t. 
1\.fter a long- distance telephone conference, m whiCh my husband s~:ud 
z, . .. bring my daughters ho~e;'' I signed both papers and walked 
out with Kristen and Barbara m my arms.. , 

There followed eleven very busy days m Bogota .. The lawyer and I 
did the necessary paperwork to attain Colombian visas and passp?rts 
for the children; and a doctor, nurse and~ wo:ked.on the physical 
problems of the children. We returned to Lima m mid-June of 1972. 

H.R. 911 
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The adoptions were final in August .of 1972: Kristen and Barbara 
became legally at that time what they had been emotionally for several 
months. They were onr.daughters. . 

It was then that we were faced with the regulation limiting us to 
only two visas with an immediate relative classification, one of which 
had already been used for our son. The Vice-Consul of Lima told us 
of the long wait for an immigrant visa th-rough the regular channels of 
the quota system. He suggested the possibility of a private immigra
tion bill, while at the same time applying for a regular visa through 
the quota system channels. In late May of 1974, no progress had been 
made on this application. The Vice-Consul had been transferred to 
another post and no record could be found of the application. At that 
time, my husband niceived ()rders 'for a ·washington assignment. It 
was winter in Lima and very damp and cold. Our son had asthma pmb
lems and I was hospitalized twice in two months with severe pneu
monia. \V e decided to leave Lima quickly and return to a drier summer 
in the United States. We petitioned for an immediate relative immi
grant visa for Barbara and got it, and got a B-2 tourist visa for Kris
ten. (There was no reason for the choice, we just did it that way. \Ve 
could just as easily have done it the other way and would then be 
asking for a private bill for Barbara.) We felt that a private bill 
might be the only solution to our problem. 

The children and I arrived in the United States in June of 1974. We 
spent the summer in Utah. We were joined by my husband in August 
and came to Washington in September. We settled in Reston, Virginia. 
\Ye will be here until September of 1977 when Terry will again receive 
an overseas assignment. The children are all well and happy now. 
Kristen has had no health problems in the past three years. 

If this private bill passes, we will then be able to take Kristen out 
of the country (to Canada or Mexico) and petition for an immigrant 
visa under immediate relative status. She can then return to the United 
States and under the law become a U.S. citizen. If the bill passes, it 
would allow us to live as a close family unit with our children. The 
alternative is a little frightening. If the bill fails to pass, Kristen 
would be in the United States illegally, even though she is the legally 
adopted and deeply loved daughter of two U.S. citizens. She would 
face the possibility of deportation. What could be done if this three
and-a-half-year-old child were deported? Where would she go and to 
whom? Even if we were to all go overseas at that time (taking Kristen 
on her Colombian passport); she would be unable, under the law, to 
return with us to the United States later for vacations or to live 
because she would have violated her status previously. I guess there 
really isn't ·an alternative. · 

Your concern for this case, and your help with this bill is greatly 
anT?reciated. WP hope the committee will pass your private bill for 
Kristen. Thank you. 

Sincerely,' 
JUDY KNEEBONE. 

H.R. 911 
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BUDGETARY INFOltMATION 

This legislation does not provide new budget authority and no esti
mate or comparison has been received from the Director of the Con
gressional Budget Office. 

OVERSIGHT STATEMENT 

The Committee exercises general oversight jurisdiction with respect 
to all immigration and nationality matters but no specific oversight is 
contemplated in this instance. 

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION 

Upon consideration of all the facts in this case, the Committee is o£ 
the opinion that S. 832 should be enacted and accordingly recommends 
that the bill do pass. 

0 

H.R. 911 
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. . '> ·, '• : .. :· ;•\i. [C'' •: '! l ! 

. ' ·::LTo::aeoompanF !'!,,::882]·,-: ,·;••:,;: 
i JlJ ~-! -0 

.. rs~~~~'f!~~et~.:if:£·.~trr~~~~1~1ri:~; .~~~~'~s~~~if%~~l~~~~~~ 
the s~Lrne,,.report.s fayoraqly:therron wtrl.rap. a.JU'~~dn;t,e:pt.~n,q., r~~o.t:n;-
merids that the h1ll, as amended, do pass. ·. c.· · · ·· ·· · • ·. · ' · · .£, 

' { ··_- ,•,.. 

Al\IENDli'IENTS 

1. On page 1, line 6, change the word "his" to read "her":· · ·, C 

2. On page 1, line 11, :following the words "shall not apply", delete 
the period iind insert the followin~.f'language·: "and·tne'priJv'lsions of 
section 245 (c) o-f the Act shaH be inapplicaM~ irl fuis case." 

rriRros~: £&' ~P:)i;· J3!ii · 
The. purpo;;(} of the bill, as amenP,ed,, is tp :fadlitaf,e tlte adjustment 

o:f status and an ipmlediate relative of .'tbe adopted alieneltild of citi
zens of the United States; Th~ bilihas been ameuded in' accordance 
with established precedents. · ' ' · ' · · · · ' · , , 

• • ' ' , > ~ ' ' ·, • ' 

sTA.TEMENT 6~ FACTS 
! - • ·' "· ~ ' ,, •';; ' '• 

The beneficiary .of the bill is a 3~year,.:Old native:aD:dklitizroi of Colom
bia, $ot_Ith Ameri,ca, :who was adoP,ted on May,~W, 1972"•She entered 
the Umted States w1th her·adoptive:parents on June 21, 1i974. The 
adoptiye pa.r~nts have. two•other adoptedrchildren; one wJ:ld is now 
!!' U;S. citiz~ nnd the other a perm~nent resi~enLThe1frunily r~sides 
m Reston; Va. .. '. ·· ' 1 .. ·· .• i.. .\,.. , . '" '· , 

at:· ,'i .j~ )~ 
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·"'"~ . . .·. . 2 
1 , · 5~_-; ,-:~~;:t~~:J4r:r :f*.\~_t·r :~'H':. , _, ; ;~·-_: '-:. ~ 

. A 'f~~~, ni:tiih · 1ttttilkhed 'DieUl,OraJlduitf, . (}a.t()d ,t}',uly 1 t, ~ %97 5. • .. to the 
.... ~aJ._1tJP __ · ·._·· 88_._ .. · .. · __ Pl 'th. e 

1
8erui.. ·.• .· .. te _Com __ · __ mittee. on_··.. th. ·.·. e_· J.·.·. u_ di· .. ·.e.ia_·· •. ry. ·.·_ •. ~. oom ___ · _ .. _._ .. _·._·_t. _h_ ~-·· .. ·()E)·.··.·.· m_ ·. _m_·. ·IS.· _· ~ '~~!! of:lm¢i.~a.tjon &n~ N~urali~tio:n with';l#eten.~ ~'the bill 

readS liS follow$:. · · · · · ' · ·· · · ·• .~ ·. · · . · · 
·· ·~·· · · trN~~-S+4TEs DBi'AnmE~~ oF.Ju~~' ...• 

,_,,:. • l:MXIG~tA'Ii!ON AND N~~ZATION SEittiOE, 
. · · ~ , . -" . . . Was~t~ Dp., Jtily. 1, 1.~75. 

Ron,.JA:MJ:f! <;l..;.:tAf~~.P,. , . . . .. . , · 
0~ Or»rttrruittee on the JWJ.ick~ryJ, 
u.s.RPMt~~:washi'(l.fltO(TI;,.n.o. . ..•. _ • ··~·. . 

DEAR•M& C~N: In-respopSe.to yo,u;r request· for, a report rela~ 
tive.to.:t~'bill :-(S.-832~ for,.tlie reli~ of Kri~n .Ma~lKh~bone, 
the~ds atfuched- a mel'i:lora.ndum .of in~orm!ltti'9n ~n~I1Jing the 

beTi!::i:m·pra~iiles th~~- f~r· immigration. purposes the booeficiary, 
who has ~~<.a.dopted by .Unit;e.d 'States citizens, may be d8!9Sified as 
a chHd· and ·granted immediate· r!3lative status upon approval of a 
petition filed .by the adoptive parents, notwithstanding the fact that 
they have previously filed _and had approved petitions in behalf of 
other. alien thildren.' It also provides that the beneficiary's natural 
siblings ;$hall derive no immigration benefits by virtue of such rela~ 
tioruili~p. The· Committee may wish to change "his'' to "her" on line 6 
of the bill. 
, . ·· .. 'Pfu;l,bep.eficiary, a native of Colombia, is ehargeab~e to. the numerical 
llriri.tation ·for irrin;l.igrants from the, Western Hemisphere, Sh~ is 
statutorily ineligible to adjust her status while in the United States 
and will be:•required to apply for a viSa outside of this colintry. 

· \ Sitieer.ely, · · · 
L. F. CHAPMAN, Jr., 

. ; Oommissiorwr. 
Enclosure.· 

. . . . . 
¥EMQR4;l)l'DUM 0:~· INFOIU\tA;TION FJ;WM IMMIGRATION AND. 

, , .. NA,TURALIZATION SERVICE· FILES RES. 83~ 

''fut!>,.,mation concerning this. case was obtained from Mr. 
.... and Mr~. Terr~nce Klleebo~e1 the adoptive parents and inter~ 

~iie.d, .P~rties.. l • . . ,; < •• . . . . . .•. ·_. " • ·. , • •.. " • : 

';I'he • beneficiary, a female chil4l. Kristen M~riS()l Kfieeh9:ne, ' 
w~ bo111 October 15, 1971 .in Bucaranip~ga., C~t9:wbi!l~ She' 
~~s.a£}:op~d.fro1ll: the Casa de la Madre_y: tll Nino'Qr.pli~tnage , 
liJ..B()~·on May 20,1972. Her natural parents are uiik:riown. 
She entered the United States.with her adoptive parents on 
June 21, 1974 as a visitor for pleasure and was authorized to 
remai:n·\in:tliat ,stattls:ruritil June 21; 1975. Deportation pro! 

.. ceed:mgsnaivenotbeeninstituted ••. , , ., . ·. · ;i , ..• • 

•Mr .. Te.urerice·Holmes Kneeboii-e:.Vi'ia.st hom May.~, l942in• .. ·' 
"'' ,; a Japanese prisOO.er:oli walt camp oin the Philip,:PinestcW~:r~t,'!i 
-'!' · 's:~·mSI,hthel'Jl~d~~rmr. ~~ue. int.~ ttntil·t1J~&t ~~.~(ltir.~ .•••· . 
· .. ··Umted:<>States .mturenshlp t)lr.pugh..:W.s. ;fat!mF7, II~;)JW,tl?.e~·,_,, .. 

,. remai:nsa.citizen·o-fCana4~ · . · . : .. .• . 

S.R. 896 
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!Je attend_e_d schoo_ 1 in th. e Phili. ppines a_ nd after c_omi·n· g ~o .. 

·· : · ·_r!_·_·~_r_.~~.-P;ll}l.• · ·_1~~-~-\\T:_~~t1¥~ __ p;f; __ j\t~fh~i:_fJJf_ ~;~--~. !-~~_w_ ~---~ ~;.,~,~~- ~~· 
, three ye!WJS.W:, gr~uate.~~"'Y ,t1. , ~ r. ~1"\l"~f$ "~,P,t. · .•. •m.··· 

Salt Lake City. Re has beeri eniploye<f'as ·~-Fore~ 'fif~;:;,, 
Officer with the United States Infot;mabon Agen nee · 
June 19&1 '&t li'siUarv-af'$21~367 per an:b"lulf:r • · ~·: ~ 
.. 'NIW.<J"~d:V't'ee"·I{fieeoone 'fvns I:X»ii:Ju~'l&, 1945 in Salt 
'Lake City; Ufali Sh~'?atMnd&:l school ~n .t~at State ~d l\lso 
\VhitmanCollege whe~e ~h-e met.her,husbali~<!~1r.-Fet?~~. -~:, 
to Utah and were married 1h '19~4. , .. · ' . -- ·. . ' ·: · · --, • · - :.: · .. ; · 

The interested parties have resid!3d in Reswn; Vii'!'gini*.·~ilf~e: :· ':o 
they 'returneq:'::from ~}rei~ ~oreignq;msts at''l~e~et.ft!: c,olMribillr .: . ' 

' ' ·:ana 'Lima, .Peru; While· In 1ebloni'bi•a·two. clrrld.h?n:were• bom .· 
't6 'tn~m·· but :both·-dietl sliorttv :aftt\t.·bi:t!f;h,:• Mrs; ·Kneeb@n&· ·H; 

could n~t .have any more children so t~ey adop~ason:•;~rett .. ·. ' 
·Joseph KneebOne~ born July15, 1968 m Ool-omlln~~ iS·!D.~ 

• iCUnlted Stailis citizen; and a daugliteF,· Barbarnz]{neebone,, 
born October 28, 1971 in Colombia whojs now &'permanent ' r 
resident alien;· ·Both' childreti were ·admitted ·to· the ·United 
Statesasimmediaterelatives: · · . · • · ' .. ., . . 

The interested parties will remain in the United;~tateS for·:c 
three years l_)rior to assignment abroad and arelea.smg11,.h~me· ·1·· 

. during this period. They report assets of $13,000 collslst.mg ' 
of personal property and savings. . . . . . . < ; '-

Sem~tor. Frank Ji?·. M.o~, the a~thor. of the bill, .h~s- subiilit~ed .~lle 
followmg mformabon. m connectiOn w1th the case: . . . . .· .. · . , 

. U.S. 8ENA~, . 
WaJJhi'li{Jton, D.O;, J11Jy .~fr,-·1975. · 

Hon. J:A1.ms 0. EAsTLAND, 
Ohm:rma:n, Committee on the ,Tudiciary, . 
U:S. SMtate, W ashing:ton, D.O; .· ' · . •"cr: .,. : · 

. DEAR MR. CHAinMAN : Thank you for your letter of the tth concer~· 
ingS. 832

1 
tht'l pcivafuimmi~ration bilUor.t_he r~lief!aflbisten Marl~ 

sol Kneebone. ·. · · · · ·· · · . · ··· ·• . , . 
· I am enclosing a letter sent to me by this little gitl's mother, rMts. 
.Judy KneelJolle. It tells how the'Kneeb(mes firSt leamed'abQ~t Kristen 
MatiSol a'nd theito efforts to keep the fan:iilyintactt It is a verytoul!h
ing story and Istr6ngly urge th~t the q?1Jlnlittee .a~t ~~~bly -~~- t~~ 
measlire .. , . · · · ·· ., ", : ... · ·· · 

· · . '~,iiu~er~1y;; '' ' 
·' · · ·" · ' ., ' '' · · ·. FR.A'Nli'-1~£: Yos,S; ' 

. . ; ' · . . ''lhEfY8~tiYr. 

, t r '.'. ~ ,; ~ ""'\ ,- •- ; 

Hon. FitA.NK •E .. Moss, .. ' - . ' : •!; -~;1. •,• . ;. , 
-u.s. S~e,: .· .·;.:\ ·. _, " 
W aJJMngton, J),.O. . . . ,1: 

• . • DEAtc SEN-A'flJR~ Re:fereiwEHII 'nutus:to(S. :939; ytittr,pr:iita.te ium.rigra
tion' billrtor the rcffief of -l\.Xisltil'l'Maris6l iK:rro~bonw.•.'Wi:lli'thati fbr:tnal 
intr.oduetmn, ii wilt iD.rormally tell yell: !.b!f h()'n!;.rshl\ oo~·b3!~he ·ban 
daughter:-:. 
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InrF~r{f!Ui3f ~f:A,~~&1 ;IU,¥lu~P.hf\n,d; Tocry ;I{ne(}h~fl.~, &.n!l L'JI'ent to 

.. 13og~tj.,.· .. ~l .. ~. ·.:. p·1.~ .•. ~~ S.pu.~l·l .. ,:··J:.~.m .... eli.·.~9a .. ~;T .... ~.·.r·~.y, w ..... a.s· ~S.Slgtl.> e .. <;l •. t·.l>.·e· .. r ... eas a ForelgnJ?~':V!~tH,~io:;mn~t~ Offi~r worlri11f,lor t~ Umt~d .States 
InfoJrw~c;~~l Ag!¥lvY~ :li1· J:ul;y;of tlia,;~':year1 . ; gf!.ve hrrlilt ~,our ,first 
child;\\fho ,djQ}l 3() b. ours ~ai;et;.clu ;N;o;vewber of that:yea.r,\ ,we a,dopted 
our ~:qs)3i~tJ\)teepoi1~, ~hr6p.gh L~ Casa. qe lp.. Madre;y e~~1,6,o,. (A 
private orphanage in Bog()t~ witP, a· very h1gh st~dard ~t e~~d. p+ace
ment~ ;wl}.ich 1Jaud,le~ .many :Inter~country adoptwns. ',fhe D;ITf!Ctor of 
La Ca.sa, ~is. ,b.'lar~rv lm>ez: ~.Uchelsen; whqse brother Alfonso Lopez 
Mich~l$ei1, is the current president o£Colombia.) . . . , · 

Following a second very complicated .pregnancy an.d the death of 
our second daughter in Septemhe,r, 1969; we deciden t11at. our future 
children would all be adopted. Perhaps it isn't ne'l'lessary to say that 
"our'' children a,re every hit as much ours as if they had been grown in 
my Q@.y j,nstQad of in om: )1earts. Parenthood i~ that ~rocese of loving 
and r:'),ising,r,h~ldr~ not the; physical' act of concept10n3;!ld birth. A 
seriou~' m~d~l problQ.rn, re~ulting .in surger.y in A~ril, 1,~ iO,,replOved 
any PQSs.ibility of wy 4aving "I.l~ttural" children .. We were transferred 
to Lim. a., )?er",iJ:l M11y of 1Q7o:,, , . · . · . · . 

In;l<~e1>:ruary' o£,1972, after leawing that we could not adopt under 
Peruvian law, we wrote to La Casa in Bogota requesting that they 
find <~,.J.&';lli li:t,tle; girl; to ,ac;lopt.: We had :b~en told ,by. the Amedctlin Vice
Cons"l in ~iqJ.~ oJ tli.B regulation limiting, p~r~nts: .t<? t>yo i~mediate 
relatifft.,st~tl!s .visas J~r .. ohild~I~ adopted .m Lat,m, Ame;nca when 
we petitioned for an rmtmgrant y1sa for our. son. &me~ WQ were plan
~l}.pg .. ~o a.~opt only qne. oth~t; ci;il<!,. we w:erenqt m:rpc~~Il~~ about this .. 
In ~farlo£1'972, I flew to Bogota wttb',my husband's power of attorney, 
to pick up our daughtei': • · · · · ·' • ··· ·· · · r · .·lc·:· ' • · · · 

".MarisoW Jmd·been born in a convent in Bucaramanga, Colombia, 
on.OetoQID': 15·,.11171. Her "n,attiraJ" mother had arrived at the convent 
in labor. The "father" of the child was unk1lj)}VJl,, !Thft ow;oman. di{)d 
giving birth. The twenty-eight:.mins.in the .convent want~. to ~eep 
fhe child· and raise her there. After cortsidedng, tha,t tlie .chUd would 
~ b~tter ~ff il}.' Jt'l\>yill.g, ho~~' -a.nd: ~IJ:~r ¥1li~ing ~n ~q. by: La Oa.s,a 
that.~ ~a~ily:had;hee.n foamd.'f~r her, tl1e 11uns,sent 'M4f1!50~ t;o Bogota; 
I arnved the day after she d1d, and proceeded to sign. the .. papers. 
l1t:at11e9riher J~ri$t~n,Marisol Kneeoone, retaining her Qo.lornbianname 
a,I)d.ai,ldi~~ qu:r pr~fer~noo. Iuisten was s,t. very extr?v~rt~, happy, 
het'l!th.y ~hil!J ~'ISC.~en·.and' ~,half, ~on~s o1 age. As:tde f:r;o:t;~ a; cor
Ix.rlabl~ ~IW·ll~ .prp.I?lem~ IIlY. ped:tQ.tqCla:n, propouncedher Ul. excel· 
lent health, both physically and mentally. . . < • 

At that time, the matron entered the room w1th a ~nd little g1rl, 
approxiin~ly,se.:y~n,months of age. She had l?een found abandoned 
on. thtt d.oorstep of La Casa several days ear her. A scrawled paper 
found with her said she had boo,n., 9orn on October 28, 1971. She was 
suffering £row a cal(:lium deficiency, pneumonitis, dysentery, and the 
chiclren ·p&x;,;,.The· pediatri:cia.ri pronounced her mentall~ fit, and. in 
need of medical attention for her physical proble-ni$ and ''a; great deal 
of love and affection from a loving mother and father/' 'She :was our 
"Barbara." · ' 
·· · ~eetual~~.ruade.. pltins: of ·one. little girl $t(dd.tmly ~m.e null 
i~,nd '\-"'i(k T:l!lere twere-t'IJV.O little.: gitls ;- eadf one with;~~ own' appeal, 
eaeh :noodi~,:low; ·and :a ':family,! eac4,: irr~sistii>l~ :in h~ ~wn. right. 

11 

¥ter .~ ~o~~,,di.st&ny~ t~E(pllJme, e~.Ff~f£119.e,~; il\,, ;ychi~h,;II]'1.l~p,s_bapg Sl}id 
;· • ~ _pr~ .. ll1Y 4~ughters ho~e~.-I.mWl:e<l,.b9~;J?~J.>,eys -'~~ti'r~rk~4 
out w1th I\.risten and Barbara m my arms. _ ;~+. < . , .... ':. . -;: 

There followed eleven very busy days in Bogota~ L'li~ 'Iawy~t and I 
didthenece!:'~Saryl?aperwork to attain Colombian visas anct passports 
for the ch1Tdreh ;' and a doctor, nurse and I worked on the·-physical 
pr,oblems ot'tl~: children, We returne,d ~o Lima. in. ~id;J):pl~; of ~.972. 
The ;:~Jlpptipns '¥¢'2~ .1in~l in At,Igp.st .o£.1972:: . ~tistl:ffi a,nd J3ai;bar,a 
became legally at that time what they had been emotionally for several 
months. They were our daughters. · -

It was then that we were faced with the regulation limiting us to 
only two visas with an immediate relative classification, one of which 
had al~ady been used for our son. The Vice-Consul of Lima told us of 
the long wait for an immigrant visa through the regular channels of 
the quota system. He suggested the possibility of a private immigra
tion hill, while at the same time applying for a regular visa through 
the quota system channels. In late May of 1974, no progress had been 
made on this application. The Vice-Consul had been transferred to 
another post and no record could be found of the application. At that 
time, my husband received orders for a Washington assignment. It 
was winter in Lima and very damp and cold. Our son had asthma prob
lems and I was hospitalized twice in two months with severe pneu
monia. '\Ve decided to leave Lima quickly and return to a drier summer 
in the United States. '\Ve petitioned for an immediate relative immi
grant visa for Barbara and got it, and got a B-2 tourist visa for Kris
ten. (There was no reason for the choice, we just did it that way. We 
could just as easily have done it the other wav and would then be 
asking for a priva.te bill for Barbara.) We felt that a private bill 
might be the only solution to our problem. 

The children and I arrived in the United States in J nne of 197 4. We 
spent the summer in Utah. ·we were joined by my husband in August 
and came to '\Vashington in September. We settled in Reston, Virginia. 
We will be here until September of 1977 when Terry will again receive 
an overseas assignment. The children are all well and happy now. 
Kristen has had no health problems in the past three years. 
If this private bill passes, we will then be able to take Kristen out 

of the country (to Canada or Mexico) and petition for an immigrant 
visa under immediate relative status. She can then return to the United 
States and under the law become a U.S. citizen. If the bill passes, it 
would allow us to live as a close family unit with our children. The 
alternative is a little frightening. If the bill fails to pass, Kristen 
would be in the United States illegally, even though she is the legally 
adopted and deeply loved daughter of two U.S. citizens. She would 
face the possibility of deportation. What could be done if this three
and-a-half•year-old child were deported~ Where would she gQ Btnd to 
whom~ Even if we. were to all go overseas at that time (taking Kristen 
on her Colombian passport); she would be unable, under the;law, to 
return with us to the United States later for vacations or to live 
because she would have violated her status previously. I guess there 
really isn't an alternative. 

S.R. 396 
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Your concern for this case, and your help with this bill is greatly 
appreciated. We hope the committee will pass your private bill for 
Kris~. Thank you. 

Sincer~ly, 

JUDY KNEEBONE. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
tl111 opinion that the bill ( S. 832), as amended, should be enacted. 

0 
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s. 832 

RintQtfourth <rongrtss of tht llnittd ~tatts of 2lmtrica 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the nineteenth day of January, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventy-six 

an Slct 
For the relief of Kristen Marisol Kneebone. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That, in the admin
istration of the Immigration and Nationality Act, Kristen Marisol 
Kneebone shall be classified as a child, within the meaning of section 
lOl(b) (1) (F) of that Act, upon approval of a petition filed on her 
behalf by Terrence Holmes Kneebone and Judy Lee Kneebone, citizens 
of the United States, pursuant to section 204 of that Act, except that 
section 204(c) of that Act, relating to the number of petitions which 
~ay be appmyed on behalf of children, shal~ not apply a;nd t~e pro
visiOns of sectwn 245 (c) of the Act shall be map_phcable m th1s case. 
The brothers and sisters of the said Kristen Mar1sol Kneebone shall 
not, by virtue of that relationship, be accorded any right, privilege, or 
status under the Immigration and Nationality Act. 

Speaker '-of th.e Ho'IJ!le of Rel'resentatives. 

Vice President of the United States and 
President of the Senate. 



A.pr1l 7, 19'16 • 

Dear Jlr. Director: 
I • 
I 

1'he fol.lowing bUls were receiwd at tbe White 
Howse on AprU 7th: 

vs. 119 
y s. ~0 
I 8. "l2J. 
, s. 8o4 
~~ s. 832 

~- s. 2308 
"S.3lo8 

Please let the President lave reports and 
reeoaaendations as to tbe approval of tJJeae 
bills as soon as possible. 

smoere17, 

~ BoDorable James T. 14Jnn 
JM.reetor 
Oftice of Na.na.gement &Dd B.Jd&et 
Washingtou, D. C. 

,· 

' . ~.: '; 
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