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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Last Day: April 19

April 14, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: JIM CANNOW
SUBJECT: S. 832 - Relief of Kristen

Marisol Kneebone

Attached for your consideration is S. 832, sponsored by
Senator Moss, which would permit issuance of an immigrant
visa to Kristen Marisol Kneebone, the adopted alien
daughter of U.S. citizens. She was unable to acqulre

an 1mm1grant visa because current law limits the issuance
of such visas for alien orphan children to two per

adopting parents and her parents have already adopted
two children.

Additional information is provided in OMB's enrolled
bill report at Tab A.

OMB, Max Friedersdorf, Counsel's Office (Lazarus), NSC
and I recommend approval of the enrolled bill.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign S. 832 at Tab B.

ACTION



EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

APR 13 1978

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
Subject: Enrolled Bill S, 832 =~ Relief of Kristen Marisol

Kneebone
Sponsor - Sen, Moss (D) Utah

Last Day for Action

April 19, 1976 =~ Monday
Purpose

To permit issuance of an immigrant visa to the adopted alien
daughter of U.S. citizens,

Agency Recommendations

Office of Management and Budget Approval
Immigration and Naturalization Service Approval
Department of State No objection
Discussion

The beneficiary is a 4-year old Colombian orphan who was
adopted in Colombia on May 20, 1972 by Mr. and Mrs. Terrence
H. Kneebone, both U.S. citizens, when Mr. Kneebone, a Foreign
Service Officer with the United States Information Agency,
was stationed in Colombia.

While in Colombia, Mr, and Mrs., Kneebone had also adopted
two other Colombian orphans; the first child has been
naturalized as a U.S. citizen and the second has permanent
resident alien status.
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Kristen entered the United States on a temporary visa with
her adopted family on June 21, 1974, However, unlike her
adopted brother and sister, who were granted immigrant
visas as adopted children of Mr, and Mrs, Kneebone, Kristen
was unable to acquire an immigrant visa because current

law limits the issuance of suchvisas for alien orphan
children to two per adopting parents. Her visitors visa
expired on June 21, 1975; however deportation proceedings
have not been instituted by the Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service.

The enrolled bill would permit the issuance of an immigrant
visa to Kristen upon approval of an immediate relative child
petition filed in her behalf by Mr. and Mrs., Kneebone. With-
out this legislation, Kristen is ineligible to obtain an
immigrant visa in the United States and would be both required
to apply for a visa outside this country and subject to the
numerical limitation for immigrants from the Western
Hemisphere.

),,.<7"z7

Assistant Director
for Legislative Reference

Enclosures




* THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Bob Linder:

Pls see attached.
33
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R L April 13, 1576

Dear Mr. Chair=an:

Thank you for your April 7 letter concernming
S. 832, a private bill you introduced to allow
Kristen Marisol Knoebone to qualify for is-
mediate relative statns. ' '

I have noted your request that this bill be

signed and also your desire for a cerencnial .
signing pen to prosent to the fneebone family.

You will hear further as soom as possible.

#With kind regards,
Sincerely,

¥illiam T. Kendall
Deputy Assistant
to the President

The lionorable Frank E. Moss
United States Semate
‘Washington, D.C. 20510 :

bee: w/inc to Judy Berg-ilansen for handling of pen request

»¥c: w/inc to James Cammon - FYI , e Foy
dee: w,(.&gc Yo Alan U ompB -FYT Ay U("_‘
WTK:JEB:kir | - = 3
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Vlnifed Diafes Denafe

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

April 7, 1976

Mr. William T. Kendall

Deputy Assistant to the President
Legislative Affairs
The White House
Washington, D. C. 20500

Dear Bill:

‘COMMITTEES:
AGING
BunGeT
COMMERCE
PosTt OFFICE AND CIVIL SERVICE
AERONAUTICAL AND SPACE SCIENCES

(Ex Orricio)
APPROPRIATIONS
INATIONAL FUELS AND ENERGY PoLICY STuDY

SECRETARY, DEMOCRATIC CONFERENCE

Yesterday the House of Representatives
passed S. 832, a private Dbill I introduced for
Kristen Marisol Kneebone, a young Colombian girl
adopted by Terry and Judy Kneebone of Reston,

Virginia.

The purpose of my bill is to allow the

girl to gqualify for immediate relative status.

I hope the President will be able to

approve this measure.

If he does, I would be

most appreciative if you would save the pen he
uses to sign the bill so I can present it to the

family as a momento for their daughter.

Sincerely,

—T=X

Frank E. Moss

United States Senator

FEM:mh



DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C. 20520

APR 8 1976

Dear Mr. Lynn:

Reference is made to Mr. Frey's communication of
April 7, 1976, transmitting for comment enrolled bill
S. 832, "For the relief of Kristen Marisol Kneebone".

This Department's files contain no information
identifiable with the above-cited alien, and in the
absence of any derogatory information, this Department
has no objection to the enactment of this bill.

Sincerely

bt T (e

Rodbert J. Closkey
Assistant Secretary for
Congressional Relations

The Honorable
James T. Lynn,
Director,
Office of Management and Budget.



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE
Washington 25, D.C.

PLEAYE ADDRESS REFPLY TO

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 8 m AND REFER TQ THIS FILE NO.

TO
SUBJECT:

CO Form 18
(REV. 1-17-72)

APR
420 638 634

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

Enrolled Private Bill No. S, 832  Office of Management
and Budget request dated _April 7, 1976.

Beneficiary or Beneficiaries _ Kristen Marisol Kneebone.

Pursuant to your request for the views of the Nepartment of Justice on
the subject bill, a review has been made of the facsimile of the bill, the re-
lating Congressional Committee report or reports, and all pertinent informatinn
in the files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service.

On the basis of this review the Immigration and Naturalization Service,
on behalf of the Department of Justice:

[X] Recommends approval of the bill

[0 Interposes no objection to approval of the bill

Sincerely,

Commissioner







THE WIITLE HOUSE

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINCGTON LOG NO.:
i 530pm
Date: april 13 Time: P
FCR ETTICN: Dick Parsons / ce (for inforrnation): Jack Marsh
NSC/S Jim Cavanaugh
Max Friedersdorf Ed Schmults

Ken Lazarus

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY

DUE: Date: April 14 Time: 300pm

SUBJECT:

S. 832 - Relief of Kristen Marisol Kneebone

ACTION REQUESTED:

For Necessary Action For Your Recommendations

— Prepore Agenda and Brief Draft Reply

X For Ycur Coraments eer. Draft Remarks

REMARKS: KZQ_C_O\M\,M___&_,/ L\PWQ/Q QW

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED.

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a
deley in submitting the reguired material, please Jﬁmes

telephone the Staff Secretary immediately. _ ‘opr the 'Prcﬂnu()n \
Gsid
f:?[)c



THE WHITE HOUSE

ACTION MEMORANDUM

Date: April 13

FCR LCTICN: pjick Parsons

NSC/S
Max Friedersdorf
Ken Lazarus«”

FRCM THE STATF SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

LOG NO.:
530pm

Time:

cc (for inforrnation): Jack Marsh
Jim Cavanaugh
Ed Schmults

DUE: Date: April 14

Time: 300pm

SUBJECT:

S. 832 - Relief of Kristen

ACTION REQUESTED:

For Necessary Action

- Prepare Agenda and Brief
X ___ For Your Comments

REMARKS:

Marisol Kneebone

— _For Your Recommendations

Draft Reply

Draft Remarks

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing

No objection -- Ken Lazarus 4/14/76

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED.

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a
delay in submitting the required material, please Jﬂmes
telephone the Staff Seccretary immediately.

M.
'FOI' the CQIUIOQ \
ng




MEMORANDUM 2178

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

April 14, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: JAMES CANNON
FROM: Jeanne W. DawW)
SUBJECT: S. 832

The NSC Staff concurs in the proposed Enrolled Bill S. 832 -
Relief of Kristen Marisol Kneebone.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTZN

April 14, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: .JIM CAVANAUGH
FROM: - . .  MAX L. QFRI,EDERS.DORFM 'é B
SUBJECT: : ' S. 832 - Relief of Kristen Marisol Kneebone .

The Office of Legislative Affairs concurs with the agencies

that the subject bill be signed.

Attachments



94tH ConerEss | HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { REPORT
2d Session No. 94-911

KRISTEN MARISOL KNEEBONE

MAgrcH 16, 1976.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and
ordered to be printed

Mr. Emeere, from the Committee on the Judiciary,
submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany S. 832]

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill
(S. 832) for the relief of Kristen Marisol Kneebone, having considered
the same, report favorably thereon without amendment and recom-
mend that the bill do pass.

PURPOSE OF THE BILL

The purpose of this bill is to facilitate the adjustment of status of
the adopted child of citizens of the United States.

GENERAL INFORMATION

The beneficiary of this bill is a 4-year-old native and citizen of
Colombia who was adopted on May 20, 1972. She entered the United
States with her adoptive parents on June 21, 1974. The adoptive par-
ents have two other adopted children, one who is now a U.S. citizen
and the other a permanent resident. The family resides in Reston, Va.

A letter, with attached memorandum, dated July 1, 1975 to the
chairman of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary from the Commis-
sioner of Immigration and Naturalization with reference to the bill
reads as follows:

Uxrtrep StaTES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE,
IaMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE,
Washington, D.C., July 1, 1975.
Hon. James O. Eastraxp,
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary,
U.S. Senate, Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. CHAIRMAN @ In response to your request for a report rela-
tive to the bill (S. 832) for the relief of Kristen Marisol Kneebone,
there is attached a memorandum of information concerning the
beneficiary.

57-007
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The bill provides that for immigration purposes the beneficiary,
who has been adopted by United States citizens, may be classified as
a child and granted immediate relative status upon approval of a
petition filed by the adoptive parents, notwithstanding the fact that
they have previously filed and had approved petitions in behalf of
other alien children. It also provides that the beneficiary’s natural
siblings shall derive no immigration benefits by virtue of such rela-
tionship. The Committee may wish to change “his” to “her” on line 6
of the bill.

The beneficiary, a native of Colombia, is chargeable to the numerical
limitation for immigrants from the Western Hemisphere. She is
statutorily ineligible to adjust her status while in the United States
and will be required to apply for a visa outside of this country.

Sincerely,
L. F. Cuarmav, Jr.,

Comvmissioner.
Enclosure.

MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRATION AND
NATURALIZATION SERVICE FILES RE S. 832

Information concerning this case was obtained from Mr.
and Mrs. Terrence Kneebone, the adoptive parents and inter-
ested parties.

The beneficiary, a female child, Kristen Marisol Kneebone
was born October 15, 1971 in Bucaramonga, Columbia. She
was adopted from the Casa de la Madre y el Nino Orphanage
in Bogot4 on May 20, 1972. Her natural parents are unknown.
She entered the United States with her adoptive parents on
June 21, 1974 as a visitor for pleasure and was authorized to
remain in that status until June 21, 1975. Deportation pro-
ceedings have not been instituted.

Mr. Terrence Holmes Kneebone was born May 1, 1942 in
a Japanese prisoner of war camp in the Philippines, where
his father and mother were interned until 1945. He derived
United States citizenship through his father. His mother
remains a citizen of Canada.

He attended school in the Philippines and after coming to
this country earned a Bachelor of Arts Degree from Whit-
man College, Walla Walla, Washington. He then completed
three years of graduate study at the University of Utah at
Salt Lake City. He has been employed as a Foreign Service
Officer with the United States Information Agency since
June 1967, at a salary of $21,367 per annum.

Mrs. Judy Lee Kneebone was born June 19, 1945 in Salt
Lake City, Utah. She attended school in that State and also
Whitman College where she met her husband. They returned
to Utah and were married in 1964.

The interested parties have resided in Reston, Virginia
since they returned from their foreign posts at Bogota, Co-
lombia and Lima, Peru. While in Colombia two children

H.R. 911
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were born to them, but both died shortly after birth. Mrs.
Kneebone could not have any more children so they adopted
a son, Brett Joseph Kneebone, born J uly 15, 1968 in Colombia
who is now a United States citizen; and a daughter, Barbara,
Kneebone, born October 28, 1971 in Colombia who is now a
permanent resident alien. Both children were admitted to
the United States as immediate relatives.

The interested parties will remain in the United States for
three years prior to assignment abroad and are leasing a home
during this period. They report assets of $13,000 consisting
of personal property and savings.

Senator Frank E. Moss, the author of the bill, has submitted the
following information in connection with the case :

U.S. SENATE,
Washington, D.C., July 22, 1975.
Hon. JamEes O. Eastranp,

Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary,
U.S. Senate, Waskington, D.C.

DEAr Mr. CratRMaN : Thank you for your letter of the 7th concern-
ing S. 832, the private immigration bill for the relief of Kristen
Marisol Kneebone.

I am enclosing a letter sent to me by this little girl’s mother, Mrs.
Judy Kneebone. It tells how the Kneebones first learned about Kristen
Marisol and their efforts to keep the family intact. Tt is a very touch-

ing story and I strongly urge that the Committee act favorably on
the measure.

Sincerely,

Frank E. Moss,
U.S. Senator.

Resron, Va., July 18, 1975.
Hon. Fraxk E. Moss,

U.S. Senate,
Washington, D.C.

Dear SExaTor: Reference is made to S. 932, your private immigra-
tion bill for the relief of Kristen Marisol Kneebone. With that formal
introduction, I will informally tell you of how she came to be our
daughter.

In February of 1968, my husband, Terry Kneebone, and I went to
Bogotd, Columbia, in South America. Terry was assigned there as a
Foreign Service Information Officer working for the United States
Information Agency. In July of that year, I gave birth to our first
child who died 36 hours later. In November of that year, we adopted
our son, Brett Kneebone, through La Casa de 1a Madre y el Nifio. (A
private orphanage in Bogot4 with a very high standard of child place-
ment, which handles many inter-country adoptions. The Director of
La Casa is Maria Lopez Michelsen, whose brother Alfonso Lopez
Michelsen, is the current president of Colombia.)

H.R. 911
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Following a second very complicated pregnancy and the death of
our second taamgh’cer in Sgptember, 1969, we decided that our future
children would all be adopted. Perhaps it isn’t necessary to say that
“our” children are every bit as much ours as if they had been grown in
my body instead of in our hearts. Parenthood is that process of loving
and raising children, not the physical act of conception and birth. A
serious medical problem, resulting in surgery in April, 1970, removed
any possibility of my having “natural” children. We were transferred
to Lima, Peru, in May of 1970. )

In February of 1972, after learning that we ’could not adopt under
Peruvian law, we wrote to La Casa in Bogotd requesting that they
find us a little girl to adopt. We had been told by the American Vice-
Consul in Lima of the regulation limiting parents to two immediate
relative status visas for children adopted in Latin America when
we petitioned for an immigrant visa for our son. Since we were plan-
ning to adopt only one other child, we were not concel;ned about this.
In May of 1972, T flew to Bogotd with my husband’s power of at-
torney, to pick up our daughter. ) )

“Marisol” had been born in a convent in Bucaramanga, Colombia,
on October 15, 1971. Her “natuial” mother had arrived at the convent
in labor. The “father” of the child was unknown, The woman died
giving birth. The twenty-eight nuns in the convent wanted to keep
the child and raise her there. After considering that the child would
be better off in a loving home, and after having been told by La Casa
that a family had been found for her, the nuns sent Marisol to Bogota.
1 arrived the day after she did, and proceeded to sign the papers.
I named her Kristen Marisol Kneebone, retaining her Colombian name
and adding our preference. Kristen was a very extroverted, happy,
healthy child of seven and a half months of age. Aside from a cor-
rectable dysentery problem, my pediatrician pronounced her in excel-
lent health, both physically and mentally. ) ) )

At that time, the matron entered the room with a second little girl,
approximately seven months of age. She had been found abandoned
on the doorstep of La Casa several days earlier. A scrawled paper
found with her said she had been born on October 28, 1971. She was
suffering from a calcium deficiency, pneumonitis, dysentery, and the
chicken pox. The pediatrician pronounced her mentallz t, and in
need of medical attention for her physical problems and “a great deal
of love and affection from a loving mother and father.” She was our
“Barbara.” ) . 1

Intellectually-made plans of one little girl suddenly became nu

and void. There were two little girls; each one with her own appeal,
each needing love and a family, each irresistible in her own right.
After a long distance telephone conference, in which my husband said
“ . . bring my daughteli)s home,” T signed both papers and walked
rith Kristen and Barbara in my arms. i
Ou'tl‘ﬁere1 followed eleven very busy days in Bogoté. The lawyer and I
did the necessary paperwork to attain Colombian visas and passports
for the children; and a doctor, nurse and I worked on the physical
problems of the children. We returned to Lima in mid-June of 1972.

H.R. 911
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The adoptions were final in August of 1972: Kristen and Barbara
became legally at that time what gley had been emotionally for several
menths. They were our danghters. :

1t was then that we were faced with the regulation limiting us to

only two visas with an immediate relative classification, one of which
had already been used for our son. The Vice-Consul of Lima told us
of the long wait for an immigrant visa through the regular channels of
the quota system. He suggested the possibility of a private immigra-
tion bill, while at the same time applying for a regular visa through
the quota system channels. In late May of 1974, no progress had been
made on this application. The Vice-Consul had been transferred to
another post and no record could be found of the application. At that
time, my husband received orders for a Washington assignment. It
was winter in Lima and very damp and cold. Our son had asthma prob-
lems and I was hospitalized twice in two months with severe pneu-
monia. We decided to leave Lima quickly and return to a drier summer
in the United States. We petitioned for an immediate relative immi-
grant visa for Barbara and got it, and got a B—2 tourist visa for Kris-
ten. (There was no reason for the choice, we just did it that way. We
could just as easily have done it the other way and would then be
asking for a private bill for Barbara.) We felt that a private bill
might be the only solution to our problem.

The children and I arrived in the United States in June of 1974. We
spent the summer in Utah. We were joined by my husband in August
and came to Washington in September, We settled in Reston, Virginia.
We will be here until September of 1977 when Terry will again receive
an overseas assignment. The children are all well and happy now.
Kristen has had no health problems in the past three years.

If this private bill passes, we will then be able to take Kristen out
of the country (to Canada or Mexico) and petition for an immigrant
visa under immediate relative status. She can then return to the United
States and under the law become a U.S. citizen. If the bill passes, it
would allow us to live as a close family unit with our children. The
alternative is a little frightening. If the bill fails to pass, Kristen
would be in the United States illegally, even though she is the legally
adopted and deeply loved daughter of two U.S. citizens. She would
face the possibility of deportation. What could be done if this three-
and-a-half-year-old child were deported? Where would she go and to
whom ? Even if we were to all go overseas at that time (taking Kristen
on her Colombian passport) ; she would be unable, under the law, to
return with us to the United States later for vacations or to live
because she would have violated her status previously. I guess there
really isn’t an alternative.

Your concern for this case, and your help with this bill is greatly

appreciated. We hope the committee will pass your private bill for
Kristen. Thank you.

Sincerely, y -
oY KNEEBONE.

H.R.911
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BUDGETARY INFORMATION

This legislation does not provide new budget authority and no esti-
mate or comparison has been received from the Director of the Con-
gressional Budget Office.

OVERSIGHT STATEMENT

The Committee exercises general oversight jurisdiction with respect
to all immigration and nationality matters but no specific oversight is
contemplated in this instance.

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

Upon consideration of all the facts in this case, the Committee is of
the opinion that S. 832 should be enacted and accordingly recommends
that the bill do pass.

O

H.R. 911
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The Commn;tee on the Judlclary 9 Qv 1 Whs' ‘I, 1 g
( 832) for the relief of Kristen Marisol _Kneebonfﬂ havihg considere
(the same, réports favorablv thereon Wlth h ame dm ent 4hd régé

mends that thebill, as amended dé pass.”

Lo AMENDMENTS

RN

ooy
NRER B

1. On page 1, line 6, change the word “his” to read “hes?:

2. On page 1, line 11, following the words “shall not apply”, delete
the period ‘and ‘insert the followmg language “and the pmv‘ismns of
section 245 (c) of the ‘Act shall be- mapphcabie irt this case.”

PURI’OSE QF s ”E‘ BILL S

The purpose of the bill, as amended is to facﬂltate t}ie ad]‘usﬁment
of status and an 1mmed1ate relative’ of the adopted aljen' child of citi-
zens of the United: States. The bllI has been amended m accordance
with est%bhshed preoedents ' :

. e STATEMENT oF ers Co s e
The beneﬁc1 ary of the blll 1s a 3—year~01d native and omzen of Colom-
bia, South America, who was adopted on May 20, 1972.:She entered
the United States with- her adoptive ‘parents én June 21, 1974. The
adoptive parents have two:other adopted: <children, one who i8 now
a U.S. ¢itizen nnd the other o permanent remdent.» The*famﬂy resides
in Reston, Va. "~ o By

Fen o Bmn
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or, With ttached memorandum, dated Julyil, 1975 to the
chairman iﬂ:‘ the Senate Committee on the Judiciry fréfi the Cominis-
‘siondr’ G:t_fI};lnmigratmn and Naturalization with mfemce‘ Yo the bill
ollows:,

Unres. Sm‘ms DrpARTMENT OF J‘USI‘ICE, . ,* "
e Im&mnox AI%; NATUKAMZ%TIOH JSmmmiz
L aakmgt . 1 1 75,
Hon, Jam OawEA&T&& {m’ SE uZy 3

Commattee on t?w Judmwry,
U 8. Senate, Washington, D.C.. . . ’ -

Dear Mg CoamyaN : In-response to your uestfora,re rt rela-
tive to the:bill {S..832) for: the relief gf Krl;ggen Marigol Kneebone,
il;emﬁcls aﬁt&ched 8 memomndum of mfonnatlon eom;emmg the

e

The: bri' pmwdes that for 1mm1gratmn urposes ‘the beneficia
who has begn.adopted by United States mtxlz}eng may be class:ﬁedrgg
a child and %}mnted lmmedmte relative. status upon approval of a
petition-filed by the adoptive parents, notwithstanding the fact that
they have previously filed and had approved petitions in behalf of
other alien ¢hildren, It also provides that the beneficiary’s natural
siblings $hall derive no immigration benefits by virtue of such rela-

tionship. The-Committee may wish to change “his” to “her” on line 6

of the bill.

.;; The beneficiary, a native of Colombia, is chargeable to the numerical
ihm&taﬁon for immigrants from the Western Hemisphere. She is
statutorﬂgemehgmle to adjust her status while in the United States

and will be'required to apply for a visa outside of thls ‘country.
*Sineerely,
L F. Cuarmaxn, Jr; -
e ' : C’ommzxewner

Enclosure
ﬂEMQRANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRATION AN'D
*.., NATURALIZATION SERVICE FILES RE 8. 832, S

: Informatxon concerning, this case was obtained from Mr
. and MI‘&) Terrence Kneehone, the aﬁoptlve parents and mter-

s restzed parties. - -
- . The beneﬁcmry, a female chﬂd, ersten Mamsol Kneebone A
was born October 15, 1971 .in Bucaramon Colombia. She'
was adopted from the Casa de la Madre y el Nino Qrphanage . .
_in Bogot4 on May 20, 1972. Her natural parents are unknown.
She entered the Umted States with her adoptive parents on
~ June 21, 1974 as a visitor for pleasure and was authorized to

o Femein ‘»m -that staths-until June 21, ,‘197 5 Depori‘,atlon pm- '
1 .ceedings liwve not been instituted.: :
+1 0 iMr, Terrence - Holmes Kneebone W&S’ bern May 1, 194;2 in
Iy Japanese prisener.of wax camp :in the Philippines, where:
hig fathersand mother were. interned until 1945 He. dermd
, Umizéd States citizenship thraough h;s fa,thgr}. Hks m@t L
 remains s citizenof Canada. .« - '

8.R. 398

. man Qtﬁleﬁﬁ
.- three years of > [ gro aduate. study at, the

3

‘ He attended school in the Phlllgpmes and after coming to

;. this-cpuntry, q“l[’nfd a Bachelor of Arts Degree from Whit-

@, la; Walla, Washingto) 5 He then, completed ' ..
nlvg

Salt Lake Clty Tle has been employed as'a Fogég) ign Servie _
Officer with the United States Informatlon Agencjr sitice™”’
June 1967, 4t wsdlary’0f$21,367 per Rl e AR
v M‘rﬁ‘lfudv Fea" ffeeﬁoﬁe as Bort - Fiine 19 1945 in Salt
““Lake City; Utah. She‘atteirdéd school in that State and also
Whitman, College where she met her husbahét “They ret{irzied R
to Utah and were married it 1984.
. The intergsted parties have remded in Restérr, Vﬁ‘gmm Si‘nc
+:7. thiey ‘Tetuined from their foreign’posts at Bogetd, Coloinbis
- ind ‘Lifa, Péra; While in*€olonbia two. childran weére: Yorn
0 36 thém, but ‘beth died shortly aftér: birth,: Mrs. Kneeboén s
could not have any more children so they adopted-a sony Brett. >
i+ Joseph Kneebone: born July 15,1968 in Colombix who iBmow
iy Umted States citizen; and a daught:er, Barbara:Kneebone, -
. born October 28,1971 in Colombia who.is now &:permanent -
- resident alien. Both’ chﬂdren were admxtteé{ 10" the Umtad'
States as‘immediate relatives: e
The interested parties will remain in the Dmte& States for i
" three years prior to assignment abroad and are leasinig-a home: .
“.during this period. They report assets of $13,000- coﬁsmtmg
~ of personal property and savings.

Senator Frank E. Moas, the author of the bill, ‘has. su’bmxtted the
followmg mformatlon in connectlon withthecage: . = =~ = = "
: SR - US. SENA
Washmgtoa, D. ., Juzfy % ]975

Hon. James O. Fastraxo,

Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, -

U 8. Senate, Washington, D.C. vy o
 Drar M, CaaipMax : Thank you for your letter of the 7th concern-

ing 8. 832, the pmva,fe lmmwmtwn bfﬁ fft)r the rehef’ai‘}{msten Msm-

sol Kneebone :

" T am enclosing a 1etter gent to me ’by thls htt}e g1r1’s mothem Mrs

Judy Kneebone. It tells how the Kneebones first learned aboat Kristen

Marlsol and their efforts to keep the famiily intact. It is a'very touch-

ing story and 1 s&rongly urge that: ﬁhe Commlttee act fambiy on the

measure ! v

: ' Sincerel R e

Hon FRANK E. Moss,
0.8, Senate, . =i
Washington,. Ds o :
Drak SeNarord Refei'ence ik made toss 939 ymn: 'D!‘Watam mnmgi'a-
tlon*bﬂi for the rdHef of Kiisten Marisol'Kneebone: With'that formal
gxtroﬁucﬂmn, 1 will: informally tell you af hiow:she came do:be:oun
aughter,; .

SR iR e
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In February of:1968, my husband; Terry Kuoeebone, and 1.went to
Bogotd, Colpanhia, in South :America, Terry was.assigned there as a
- Forejgn. Servige. Information Officer Ws?rkin%}forzth%-ﬁ ited States
Information Agency. In July of that year, I gave birth to our first
child,who died 36 hours later. In November of that year, we adopted
our son Brett, Kuneebong, through La €asa de la Madre y el Nifio. (A
private orphanage in Bogetd with a-very high standard of child place-
ment; which handles many inter-country adoptions. 'Fhe Dirgetor of
La Casa is Mariw Lopez: Michelsen, whose hrother Alfonso Lopez
Michelsen, is the current president of Colombia.) = . = = . .
Following a second very complicated pregnancy and the death of
our second daughter in September, 1969, we decided that our future
children would all be adopted. Perhaps it isn’t necessary to say that
“our’’.children are every bit as much ours as if they had been grown in
my body instead of in our hearts. Parenthood is that process of loving
and raising.children, not the physical act of conception and birth. A
serious; medieal problem, resulting in snrgery in April, 1970,.removed
any possibility of my having “natural” children. We were transferred
to Lima, Peru,in May of 1970, . .. .- = - o
In; February of 1972, after learning that we could not adopt under
Peruvian law, we wrote to La Casa in Bogota requesting that they
find us:a littls girl; to.adopt. We had been told by the American Vice-
Consul in Lima of the regulation limiting parents to two immediate
relative .status visas for, children adopted in: Liatin, America when
we petitioned for an immigrant visa for our. son. Sin¢e we were plan-
ning to adopt only one other child, we were nat, copcerne about this,
T May'of 1972, Tflew to Bogota with'my husband’s powel of aftorney,
to pick up our daughter. © =+ T o U R g n T
“Marisol? drad been born in a convent in Bucaramanga, Colombia,
on. Oetoher: 15, 1971, Her “natural” miother had arrived at the convent
in labor. The “father” of the child was unknewn.iThe woman diad
giving birth. The twenty-eight;nuns:in. the convent wanted to keep
the child and raise her there. After considering thit the child would
be batter eff in‘ » loving home, and after hawing been tald by La Casa
that:a familyhad;beon found Tor her, the nuns sent Marisol to Bogota.
I arrived the day after she did, and proceeded to sign the papers.
I named-her Kristen Marisol Kneebone, retaining her Colombian name
and adding our, preference. Kristen was a very extroverted, happy,
healthy ehild .of seven: and a half months of age. Aside from a: cor-
rectable dysentery problem, my pediatrician pronounced her in excel-
lent health, both physieally and mentally. L
At that time, the matron entered the room with a second little girl,
approximgtely seyen mmonths of age. She had been found abandoned

=2

on-the deorstep of La Casa several days earlier. A scrawled paper

found with her said she had been-born on Qctober 28, 1971, She was
suffering from a caleiwmn deficiency, pneumonitis, dysentery, and the
chicken poxyThe pediatrician pronounced her mgntglly fit, and in
need of medical attention for her physical problenis and “a great deal
of love and affection from a loving mother and father.” She was our
“Barbara_” R R R
-+ Trtellectaally-made plans-of oine little girl suddenly beéame null
and void:. There were-two lttle gitls; ench.one wifh: het* own'appeal,
each needing.love and 4 “family, each irresistible in her own right:
S.RB96 L

ol

Adfter a long distance telephone conferenge, in which.my hushand spid
% .« bring my daughters hoe,” I igned both. pé 1d walked
out with Kristen aind Barbara in my arms, =~ " P

There followed eleven very busy days in Bogot4. f yer and I

did the necessary paperwork to attain Colombian visas and passports
for the children; and a doctor, nurse and I worked on the-physical
problems of the ehildren; We returned to Lima, in mid-June of 1972
The adoptions were final in August of 19727 Krjsten and Barbara
became legally at that time what they had been emotionally for several
months. They were our daughters, -~

It was then that we were faced with the regunlation limiting us to
only two visas with an immediate relative classification, one of which
had already been used for our son. The Vice-Consul of Lima told us of
the long wait for an immigrant visa through the regular channels of
the guota system. He suggested the possibility of a private iinmigra-
tion bill, while at the same time applying for a regular visa through
the quota system channels. In late May of 1974, no progress had been
made on this application. The Vice-Consul had been transferred to
another post and no record could be found of the application. At that
time, my husband received orders for a Washington assignment. It
was winter in Lima and very damp and cold, Qur son had asthma prob-
Jems and I was hospitalized twice in two months with severe pneu-
monia. We decided to leave Lima quickly and return to a drier sammer
in the United States. We petitioned for an immediate relative immi-
grant visa for Barbara and got it, and got a B-2 tourist visa for Kris-
ten. (There was no reason for the choice, 'we just did it that way. We
could just as easily have done it the other way and would then be
asking for a private bill for Barbara.) We felt that a private bill
might be the only solution to our problem.

The children and I arrived in the United States in June of 1974. We
spent the summer in Utah. We were joined by my husband in August
and came to Washington in September, We settled in Reston, Virginia.
We will be here until September of 1977 when Terry will again receive
an overseas assignment. The children are all well and happy now.
Kristen has had no health problems in the past three years. :

1f this private bill passes, we will then be able to take Kristen out
of the country (to Canada or Mexico) and petition for an immigrant
visa under immediate relative status. She can then return to the United
States and under the law become a U.S, citizen. If the bill passes, it
would allow us to live as a close family unit with our children. The
alternative is a little frightening. If the bill fails to pass, Kristen
would be in the United States illegally, even though she is the legally
adopted and deeply loved daughter of two U.S. citizens. She would
face the possibility of deportation. What could be done if this three-
and-a-half-year-old child were deported? Where would she go and to
whom ? Even if we were to all go overseas at that time (taking Kristen
on her Colombian passport) ; she would be unable, under thedaw, to
return with us to-the United States later for vacations or to live
because she would have violated her status previously. I guess there
really isn’t an alternative. '

S.R. 396
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Your concern for this case, and your help with this bill is greatly
appreciated. We hope the committee will pass your private bill for
Kristen. Thank you,

Sincerely,

Joupy KNEEBONE.

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of
the opinion that the bill (S. 832), as amended, should be enacted.

O
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S. 832

Rinety-fourth Congress of the Wnited States of America

AT THE SECOND SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washingion on Monday, the nineteenth day of January,

one thousand nine hundred and seventy-six

An Act

For the relief of Kristen Marisol Kneebone,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That, in the admin-
istration of the Immigration and Nationality Act, Kristen Marisol
Kneebone shall be classified as a child, within the meaning of section
101(b) (1) (F) of that Act, upon approval of a petition filed on her
behalf by Terrence Holmes Kneebone and Judy Lee Kneebone, citizens
of the United States, pursuant to section 204 of that Act, except that
section 204(c) of that Act, relating to the number of petitions which
may be approved on behalf of children, shall not apply and the pro-
visions of section 245(c) of the Act shall be inapplicable in this case.
The brothers and sisters of the said Kristen Marisol Kneebone shall
not, by virtue of that relationship, be accorded any right, privilege, or
status under the Immigration and Nationality Act.

Speaker of the » House of Representatives.

Vice Prestdent of the United States and
President of the Senate,



P‘,_,c'svn

Dear Mr. Director: f

The following bills were received n.t the white
House on April Tth:

8. TA9 -
# 8. T20
‘{ 8. 721 °
d 8. w
“ 8. 832
“ 8. 2308
- 8. 3108

Please let the President bave reports and
recommendations as to the approval of these
bills as soon as possible,

Sincerely,

The Honorsable James T. Iynn
Director

Office of Mamagement and mdget
Washington, D. C.






