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ACTION 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON Last Day: August 9 

MEMORANDUM FOR 

It-ROM: 

SUBJECT: 

August 6, 1975 

THE PRESIDENT 

JIM 

H.R. 5327 Site on · the Mall 

Attached for your consideration is H.R. 5327, sponsored by 
Representative Mahon, which would reserve a portion of the 
Mall bounded by Third Street, Maryland Avenue, Fourth 
Street, and Jefferson Drive in the District of Columbia as 
a site for the future public uses of the Smithsonian 
Institution. 

Additional information is provided in OMB's enrolled bill 
report at Tab A. 

OMB, Max Friedersdorf, Counsel's Office (Lazarus) and I 
recommend approval of the enrolled bill. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign H.R. 5327 at Tab B. 

, 

I . 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

AUG 4 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 5327 - Smithsonian site 
on the Mall 

Sponsor - Rep. Mahon (D) Texas 

Last Day for Action 

August 9, 1975 - Saturday 

Purpose 

To reserve a site on the Mall for the future public uses 
of the Smithsonian Institution. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Smithsonian Institution 
Department of the Interior 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 
Approval 

In January 1975, the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian 
Institution approved a proposal to request congressional 
members of the Board to introduce legislation to reserve 
that portion of the Mall between Third Street, Maryland 
Avenue, Fourth Street and Jefferson Drive, Southwest, in 
the District of Columbia. The site is currently under the 
jurisdiction of the National Park Service and is used for 
outdoor sports activities. 

The enrolled bill, in response to the Board of Regents' 
request, reserves the site for future Smithsonian use 
which would be subject to subsequent congressional action. 
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In a letter to the Committee on House Administration dated 
April 11, 1975, the Smithsonian stated: 

"Long standing policies guiding the development of the 
Mall have reserved land use almost entirely to museums, 
galleries, and similar public uses. With construction 
of the addition to the National Gallery of Art on the 
square bounded by Third Street, Madison Drive, Fourth 
Street, and Pennsylvania Avenue, the north side of the 
Mall is fully committed to use. To assure that the 
last remaining square on the southern side is used for 
public purposes, and to balance the Gallery addition 
now under construction, legislation is required to re
serve the site bounded by Third Street, Maryland Avenue, 
Fourth Street, and Jefferson Drive for the future public 
uses of the Smithsonian Institution. 

"If now legislatively reserved for this purpose, the site 
at some future date will be available to complete the 
Smithsonian complex of institutions for public education 
and enjoyment. At the appropriate time, plans for the 
use of the site will be submitted to the Congress and 
specific authority will be requested. Thus, the present 
proposal looks to the future and will assure the orderly 
and proper development of the Mall. 

"The land proposed to be reserved is owned by the Federal 
Government and its reservation would entail no cost." 

~ .,.,. c::::::1-~ 
~ssist~~t Director! 

for Legislative Reference 

Enclosures 

' 



S);HTHSOXIAX IXSTITTJTIOX 

Wus)a~~,dl/11. n C. if}/i61J 
U.S.A. 

Mr. James M. Frey 
Assistant Director for 

Legislative Reference 
Office of Management and Budget 
Executive Office of the President 
Washington, D. C. 20503 

Dear Mr. Frey: 

July 30, 1975 

Thank you for referring to the Smithsonian Institution 
for comment the enrolled bill H. R. 5327 which would reserve 
a site for the use of the Smithsonian Institution. 

At its meeting on January 27, 1975, the Board of 
Regents of the Smithsonian Institution voted to request 
Congressional members of the Board to introduce and 
support legislation that would reserve a site described 
as that portion of the Mall bounded by Third Street, Mary
land Avenue, Fourth Street, and Jefferson Drive in the 
District of Columbia for the use of the Smithsonian Institution. 
H.R.5327, introducedonMarch21, 1975, byMr. GeorgeH. 
Mahon of Texas, a Regent of the Smithsonian Institution, 
is the result of that request. 

Long standing policies guiding the development of 
the Mall have reserved land use almost entirely to museums, 
galleries, and similar public uses. With construction of 
the addition to the National Gallery of Art on the square 
bounded by Third Street, Madison Drive, Fourth Street, 
and Pennsylvania Avenue, the north side of the Mall is fully 
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committed to use. To assure that the last remaining 
square on the southern side is used for public purposes, 
and to balance the Gallery addition now under construction, 
legislation is required to reserve the site bounded by Third 
Street, Maryland Avenue, Fourth Street, and Jefferson 
Drive for the future public uses of the Smithsonian Institution. 

If now legislatively reserved the site at some future 
date will be available to complete the Smithsonian complex 
of institutions for public education and enjoyment. At the 
appropriate time, plans for the use of the site will be 
submitted to the Congress and specific authority will be 
requested. Thus, the present proposal looks to the future 
and will assure the orderly and proper development of 
the Mall. 

H. R. 5327 as initially approved by the Board of 
Regents and introduced in the House of Representatives, 
was amended by the Committee on House Administration 
to include Section 2, an action which was subsequently 
approved by both the House and the Senate. The additional 
section simply affirms the Smithsonian's intentions with 
respect to the site. 

The land proposed to be reserved is owned by the 
Federal Government and its reservation would entail no 
cost. 

We respectfully recommend approval by the President 
of H. R. 5327. 

Sincerely yours, 

f~l~p~ 
Secretary ' 



TO: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

8/4 

Judy Johnston ~ 

Kathleen Ryan~ 

H.R. 5327 - Smithsonian Site on the 
Mall. 

I have no objections. 



f:r u. 5. GOVEANNI NT PRINTING OFFICE: I 9-1 

-----------· ------ ------------ -----
THE WHTTE HOUSE 

ACTION lE~fORANDCM WASIIJNG'l'O - LOG r 0.: 

Date: August 4 Time: 345pm 

FOR ACTION: Kathy Ryan 
Max Frieder sdorf 
Ken Lazarus -1 0 (:) 

cc (for in£ormation): Jim Cavanaugh 
Jack Marsh 

FROM THE STAFF SECRET ~y 

-----------------------------------------------------
DUE: Date: August 6 Time: noon 

SUBJECT: 

H.R. 5327 - Smithsoni an Sit e on the Mall 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

For Necessary Action ·'or YouY Recommendal;ons 

Prepare Ag€:nda and Brie£ D.aft Reply 

X For Your Comments Draft .. n1a1·ks 

REMARKS: 

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

No objection. -- Ken Lazarus 8/5/75 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED . 

• yo 1 '1.<• e anv -'~< ·ion or i" you ar1.t ci o 

' 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 5, 1975 

FROM: 

JIM CAVANAUGH ·~(\\ ( 
MAX L. FRIEDERSDOnr\\ 

!,I(EMORANDUM FOR: 

SUBJECT: H.R. 5327 - Smithsonian Site on the Mall 

The Office of Legislative Affairs concurs with the agencies 

that the 
subjett bill be signed. 

Attachments 



THE WHITE· HOUSE 

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON LOG NO.: 

Date: august 4 Time: 345pm 

FOR ACTION: Kathy RyanN- cc (for information): Jim Cavanaugh 
Max Friedersdorf ~ Jack Marsh 
Ken Lazarus U., 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: August 6 Time: 

SUBJECT: 

H.R. 5327 - Smithsoiian Site on the Mall 

ACTfON REQUEBI'ED: 
... : -

noon 

.. . . . 

--For Nec:easary Action __ For Your Recommendations 

__ Prepore Agenda a.nd Brief __ Draft Reply 

__!.__ For Your Comments _ Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you hove a.ny questions or if you anticipate a. 
delo.y in &bmitting the required material, please 
telephone the Sta.ff Secretary immediately. 

K. R. COLE. JR. 
For the President 

. ;·:· 

\ 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON. D.C. 20503 

AUG 4 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 5327 - Smithsonian site 
on the Mall 

Sponsor - Rep. Mahon {D) Texas 

Last Day for Action 

August 9, 1975 - Saturday 

Purpose 

To reserve a site on the Mall for the future public uses 
of the Smithsonian Institution. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Smithsonian Institution 
Department of the Interior 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 
Approval 

In January 1975, the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian 
Institution approved a proposal to request congressional 
members of the ijoard to introduce legislation to reserve 
that portion of the Mall between Third Street, Maryland 
Avenue, Fourth Street and Jefferson Drive, Southwest, in 
the District of Columbia. The site is currently under the 
jurisdiction of the National Park Service and is used for 
outdoor sports activities. 

The enrolled bill, in response to the Board of Regents• 
request, reserves the site for future Smithsonian use 
which would be subject to subsequent congressional action. 
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In a letter to the Committee on House Administration dated 
April 11, 1975, the Smithsonian stated: 

"Long standing policies guiding the development of the 
Mall .have reserved land use almost entirely to museums, 
galleries, and similar public uses. With construction 
of the addition to the National Gallery of Art on the 
square bounded by Third Street, Madison Drive, Fourth 
Street, and Pennsylvania Avenue, the north side of the 
Mall is fully committed to use. To assure that the 
last remaining square on the southern side is used for 
public purposes, and to balance the Gallery addition 
now under construction, legislation is required to re
serve the site bounded by Third Street, Maryland Avenue, 
Fourth Street, and Jefferson Drive for the future public 
uses of the Smithsonian Institution. 

"If now legislatively reserved for this purpose, the site 
at some future date will be available to complete the 
Smithsonian complex of institutions for public education 
and enjoyment. At the appropriate time, plans for the 
use of the site will be submitted to the Congress and 
specific authority will be requested. Thus, the present 
proposal looks to the future and will assure the orderly 
and proper development of the Mall. 

"The land proposed to be reserved is owned by the Federal 
Government and its reservation would entail no cost." 

Enclosures 

9~ .. c.-o '"),. <::::.1-~ 
~ssistant Directot' 

for Legislative Reference 

' 



United States Department of the Interior 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

AUG 1 -1975 

Dear Mr. Lynn: 

This responds to your request for our views on the enrolled bill 
R. 5327, "To reserve a site for the use of the Smithsonian 

Institution. 11 

We recommend that the President approve the enrolled bill. 

H.R. 5327 would reserve a portion of the Mall bounded by Third Street, 
Maryland Avenue, Fourth Street, and Jefferson Drive in the District 
of Columbia as a site for the future public uses of the Smithsonian 
Institution. The land proposed for development, as an addition to 
the Smithsonian complex, is presently administered for public park 
purposes by the National Park Service of this Department. The 
property is presently used for outdoor sports activities. 

Although this Department did not report on this bill in the present 
Congress, we did submit a favorable report on S. 856, an identical 
bill in the 93rd Congress. 

Honorable James T. Lynn 
Director 
Office of Management and Budge~ 
Washington, D. C. 20503 , 



94TH CoNGRESS } 
1st Session 

SENATE 

Calendar No. 293 
{ REPORT 

No. 94-301 

RESERVING A SITE FOR THE USE OF THE 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 

JuLY 23 (Legislative day JULY 21), 1975.-0rdered to be printed 

Mr. CANNON, from the Committee on Rules and Administration, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany H.R. 5327] 

The Committee on Rules and Administration, to which was referred 
the bill (H.R. 5327) to reserve a site for the use of the Smithsonian 
Institution, having considered the same, reports favorably thereon 
without amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE 

H.R. 5327 would reserve for future public use of the Smithsonian 
Institution that portion of the Mall bounded by Third Street, Mary
land Avenue, Fourth Street, and Jefferson Drive in the District of 
Columbia. 

BACKGROUND 

Initially, the Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution ap
proved a proposal in 1969 to reserve the site and legislation similar to 
the current measure was introduced that same year m the Congress. In 
April of 1970, the National Capital Planning Commission reported 
favorably on the reservation of the site for the Smithsonian. In the 
93d Congress, similar legislation was introduced again and endorsed 
by the Department of the Interior and the National Capital Planning 
Commission. 

SITE 

Located near the U.S. Botanic Garden, the site is adjacent on the 
west side to the Smithsonian's National Air and Space Museum. Cur
rently, it is used for. outdoor sports activities. Until its further develop-

57-010 
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ment by the Smithsonian on any permanent basis, with the approval 
of Congress, it will remain under the jurisdiction of the National Park 
Service- in the Department of the interior for administrative and 
maintenance purposes. 

COST 

Reservation of the site will cost nothing since it is owned by the 
FPderal Government. 

REPORTS AND CLEARANCES 

A supporting letter further clarifying the proposal contai~ed in 
H.R. 5327, addressed to the Honorable Howard \V. Cannon Chairman 
of the Committee on Rules and Administration, by S. Dilion Ripley, 
Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, is as follows: 

s~nTHSONIAN INSTITUTION' 
lVa.~hington, D.O., April 935, 1975. 

Hon. HowARD \V. CANNON, 
Chairman, Omnmittee on Rule8 and AdmJnistmtion, 
U.S. Senate, lVashington, D.O. 

DEAR MR. CnAIRJ\IAN: I would ]jke to take this opportunity to CDm
ment on S. H06, a bill to rPsene a site for the use of the Smithsonian 
Institution. 

At its meeting on January 24, 1975, the Board of Regents of the 
Smithsonian Institution voted to request CDngressional members of 
the Board to introduce and support legislation that would reserve a 
site described as that portion of the Mall bounded by Third Street, 
Maryland Avenue, Fourth Street, and ,Jefferson Drive in the District 
of Columbia for the use of the Smithsonian Institution. S. 906, intro
duced on March 3, 1975, by Senator Scott of Pennsylvania who is a 
Regent of the Smithsonian, is the result of that request. 

Long-standing policies guiding the development of the Mall have 
reserved land use almost entirely to museums, galleries, and similar 
public uses. ·with construction of the addition to the National Gallerv 
of Art on the square bo~nded by Third Street, Madison Drive, Fourth 
Street, and Pennsylvama Avenue, the north side of the Mall is fullv 
committed to use. To assure that the last remaining square on the 
southern side is used for public purposes, and to balance the Gallery 
addition now under construction, legislation is required to reserve the 
site bounded by Third Street, Maryland Avenue, Fourth Street, and 
~efferson Drive for the future publ1c uses of the Smithsonian Institu
tion. 
If now leg~slatively. reserved for this purpC!se, the site at some 

!nh~re ~ate Wlll be aya1lable t;o complete.the Smithsonian complex of 
1~stitutions for pubbc educatlOif. an~ enJoyment. At the appropriate 
time, plans for the use of the s1te Will be submitted to the Congress 
and specific authority will be requested. Thus, the present proposal 
looks to the future and will assure the orderly and proper develop
ment of the Mall. 

The la:qd propose~ to be reserve~ is owned by the Federal Govern
ment and 1ts reservahon would entail no cost. 

S.R. 301 

3 

The Office of Management and Budget advises that there is no 
objection to the submission of this report to the Congress from the 
standpoint of the administration's program. 

Sincerely yours, 
s. DILLON RIPLEY' 

0 
Secretary. 

S.R 301 



94TH CoNGRESS} HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { REPORT 
1st Session No. 94-257 

RESERVING A SITE FOR THE USE OF THE SMITHSONIAN 

JuNE 4, 1975.-Referred to the House Calendar and ordered to be printed __ " ____ _ 

Mr. NEozr, from the Committee on House Administration, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany H.R. G327] 

The Committee on House Administration; to whom was referred 
the bill (H.R. 5327) having considered the same, report favorably 
thereon with an amendment and recommend that the bill as amended 
do pass. " 

On May 14, 1975, a quorum being present, the Committee, by voice 
vote, adopted a motion to report H.R. 5327, amended. 

AMENDl\1ENT 

On page 1, immediately after line 6, add the following new section: 
SEc. 2. The Smithsonian Institution may not make any use 

of the portion of the Mall described in the first section of this 
Act unless such use is first approved by Congress. 

PURPOSE 

H.R. 5327 would reserve a site for the future public uses of the 
Smithsonian Institution. The site is that portion of the Mall bounded 
by Third Street, Maryland Avenue, Fourth Street, and Jefferson 
Drive, Southwest, in the District of Columbia. 

BACKGROUND 

The Board of Regents of the Smithsonian Institution initially ap
proved a proposal to reserve the site in 1969 and legislation similar 
to the current measure was introduced in Congress the same year. In 
April of 1970, the National Capital Planning Commission reported 
favorably on the reservation of the site for the Smithsonian. In the 
93rd Congress similar legislation was again introduced and endorsed 
by the National Capital Planning Commission, and by the Depart
ment of the Interior as well. 

38--006 
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SITE 

The site is near the United States Botanic Garden and adjacent on 
the west side to the Smithsonian's new National Air and Space Mu
seum building. Currently it is used for outdoor sports activities. It 
is, and will remain, under the jurisdiction of the National Park Serv
ice in the Department of the Interior for purposes of administration 
and maintenance until its further development by the Smithsonian 
is approved by the Congress. 

COSTS 

The site is owned by the Federal Government and its reservation 
will entail no cost. 

REPOR'l'S AND CLEARANCES 

A report in further clarification of H.R. 5327 addressed to the Hon
orable Wayne L. Hays, Chairman of the Committee on House Admin
istration, by S. Dillon Ripley, Secretary of the Smithsonian Institu
tion, follows : 

Ron. WAYNE HAYS, 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION, 
Washin,gton, D.C., ApPilll, 1.975. 

Chairman, Oom;mittee on House Administmtion, U.S. House of 
RepPesentati-ves, 1Vashington, D.C. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I would like to take this opportunity to com
ment on H.R. 5327, a bill to reserve a site for the use of the Smithsonian 
Institution. 

At its meeting on January 27, 1975, the Board of Regents of the 
Smithsonian Institution voted to request Conp-ressional members of 
the Board to introduce and support legislatio:t; that would reserve a 
site described as that portion of the Mall bounded by Third Street, 
Maryland Avenue, Fourth Street, ann Jefferson Drive in the District 
of Columbia for the use of the Smithsonian Institution. H.R. 5327, 
introduced on March 21, 1975, by Mr. George H. Mahon of Texas, a 
Regent of the Smithsonian Institution, is the result of that request. 

Long standing policies guiding the development of the Mall have 
reserved land use almost entirely to museums, galleries, and similar 
public uses. ·vvith construction of the addition toe the National Gallery 
of Art on the square bounded by Third Street, Madison Drive, Fourth 
Street, and Pennsylvania Avenue, the north side of the Mall is fully 
committed to use. To assure that the last remaining square on th'e 
southern side is used for public purposes, and to balance the Gallery 
addition now under construction, legislation is required to reserve the 
site bounded _by ~'hird Street, Maryland Avenue, Fourth Street, and 
Jefferson Dnve for the future public uses of the Smithsonian In
stitution. · 

If now legislatively reserved for this purpose, the site at some future 
~ate will be av~ilable to. complete t~e Smithsonian complex of institu
tions for pubhc educatiOn . and enJoyment. At the appropriate time 
plans for the use of the site will be submitted to the Cono-ress and 
specific authority will be requested. Thus, the present prop~sal looks 

H.R. 257 
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to the future and will assure the orderly and proper development of 
the Mall. 

The land proposed to be resetTed is owned by the .Federal Govern
ment and its reservation would entail no cost. 

The Office of Management and Budget auvises that there is no objec
tion to the submission of this report to the Congress from the stand
point of the Administration's program. 

Sincerely yours, 

0 
S. DILLON RIPLEY, SecPetary. 

H.R. 257 



H. R. 5327 

Rint~ .. fourth «rongrtss of tht ilnitnt ~tatts of gmm_ca 
AT THE FIRST SESSION 

Begun and held at the Cit.y of Washingtora on Tuesday, the fourteenth day of Januo.ry; 
one tlwwand nine hundred and seven&y1ive 

To reserve a site for the use of the Smithsonian Institution. 

Be it e'IUUJted by the Senate and HOU8e of Repre&entatilve8 of the 
United Statell of America in Oongre88 auemhled, That the portion 
of the Mall bounded b_y Third S~t, Maryland A venue, Fourth Street, 
and Jefferson Drive m the District of Columbia is reserved as a site 
for the future public uses of the Smithsonian Institution. 

SEc. 2. The Smiths<>nian Institution may not make any use of the 
portion of the Mall described in the first section of this Act unless such 
use is first approved by the Congress. 

Speulcer of the HOU8e of Repre8entative&. 

vwe Pre8ident of t/ie Vn~ted Stat68 lifi4 
Pruident of the S6ft4.U. 

' 
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July 29, 1915 

Dear Mr. Director: 

'the ~ollaving bills vere received at the White 
House on July 29th: 

B.R. 5327 ~ V 
B.R. 6219 ~ 
B.R. TT31 .,.. 
B.R. TT28 V ~ 

Please let the President have reports and 
recaamendations as to the approval of these billa 
as soon as pOBaible. · 

Sincerely, 

Robert D. Linder 
Chi~ Executive Clerk 

The Honorable James T. ~ 
Director 
Office of Management and Budget 
Washington 1 D. C. 
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