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MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 27, 1974 

THE PRESIDENT 

KEN COLU 

ACTION 

Last Day: December 31 

Enrolled Bill S. 1357 - For the 
Relief of Mary Red Head 

Attached for your consideration isS. 1357, sponsored 
by Senator Mansfield, which authorizes the payment 
of $10,000 to Mary Red Head for disability arising 
out of the loss of part of her arm while operating 
machinery in a laundry in a Bureau of Indian Affairs 
school. 

OMB recommends approval and provides additional back
ground information in its enrolled bill report (Tab A). 

Max Friedersdorf and Phil Areeda both recommend approval. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you signS. 1357 (Tab B). 

Digitized from Box 17 of the White House Records Office Legislation Case Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

DEC 2 3 W4 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill s. 1357 - For the relief of 
Mary Red Head 

Sponsor - Sen. Mansfield (D} Montana 

Last Day for Action 

December 31, 1974 - Tuesday 

Purpose 

Authorizes payment of $10,000 to Mary Red Head in full 
settlement of her claim against tne United States for 
disability due to the loss of part of her arm as the result 
of an accident while operating machinery in a laundry at 
a Bureau of Indian Affairs school. 

Agency Recommendations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department of the Interior 
Department of Labor 

Discussion 

Approval 

No objection 
Defers tQ.~.MB ---.-" 1 .·' t'l~1'11oRU. 'f'J 

Mrs. Red Head 1 s claim arises out of an accident in 1921 which 
resulted in the loss of part of her arm. As a student in a 
school operated by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, she was 
detailed to work in the laundry along with other students. 
While attempting to keep a towel from clogging a mangle, 
she caught her arm, from the tips of her fingers to her 
elbow, in the machine. The injuries she sustained 



necessitated the amputation of her arm at the elbow. She 
was 13 years old at the time. 

Because she was not an employee of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs when she incurred her disability, Mrs. Red Head 
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was not entitled to injury compensation. Over the years, 
she has received no financial assistance as compensation for 
the loss of her limb. Nor has she been fitted with a 
prosthetic device or given vocational training suitable for 
her condition. 

The enrolled bill authorizes payment of $10,000 to 
Mrs. Red Head as compensation for her disability. In its 
enrolled bill letter, the Interior Department states: 

"Although compensation such as that which this 
bill would afford her is not owed her as a 
matter of right, Mrs. Red Head, now approaching 
age 65, is in dire financial straits. If the 
United States refuses to pay her something, her 
injury of more than 50 years ago will be totally 
uncompensated." 

In its report on s. 1357, the House Judiciary Committee notes 
that its survey of court decisions involving similar injuries 
indicates that $10,000 is a reasonable figure for compensation 
in this instance. 

Enclosures 

fiut-e1t~ 
Assistant Director for 
Legislative Reference 



United States Department of the Interior 

Dear Mr. Ash: 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 

DEC 2 3 1974 

This is in response to your request for the views of this 
Department on the enrolled bill S. 1357, "For the relief of 
Mary Red He ad • " 

We have no objection to approval of the bill by the President. 

S. 1357 authorizes and directs the Secretary of the Treasury to 
pay to Mary Red Head of Browning, Montana, the sum of $10,000 in 
full settlement of her claims against the United States for 
disability arising out of the loss of part of her left arm in 
1921. 

The accident in which Mrs. Red Head lost part of her left arm 
occurred when she was a student at the Cut Bank Boarding School, 
Montana, a school operated by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. At 
the time of the accident, Mrs. Red Head was said to be 13 years 
of age. She had been detailed to work in the laundry along with 
other students. Her job involved removing clothing from a mangle 
after the clothing had been run through. The accident occurred 
as a result of a towel's becoming entangled in the mangle. Mrs. 
Red Head grabbed the towel in an effort to keep it from clogging 
the machine. Her left arm, from the tips of her fingers to her 
elbow, was caught in the mangle. A school engineer was called 
in to free her, which he did by turning the mangle backwards. 
Mrs. Red Head's arm had to be amputated at the elbow. 

Since she was not an employee of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
Mrs. Red Head was not entitled to injury compensation. Several 
unsuccessful attempts -- including bills in previous Congresses 
have been made over the years to effect compensation for her. 

At no time has Mrs. Red Head received any financial assistance 
as compensation for her injury and the resultant amputation of 
part of her arm. Nor has she been fitted with a prosthetic 
device or given vocational training suitable to her condition. 

Although compensation such as that which this bill would afford 
her is not owed her as a matter of right, Mrs. Red Head, now 
approaching age 65, is in dire financial straits. If the United 
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States refuses to pay her something, her ~nJury of more than 50 
years ago will be totally uncompensated. S. 1357 sets a figure 
of $10,000 as compensation. 

Sincerely yours, 

/1~r.B~ 
Acting Deputy Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

Honorable Roy L. Ash 
Director, Office of 

Management and Budget 
Ashington, D.C. 
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U. 5. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 

Honorable Roy L. Ash 
Director 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

WASHINGTON 

DEC 24 1974 

Office of Hanagement and Budget 
Washington, D. c. 20503 

Dear Mr. Ash: 

This is in response to your request for our views on S. 
1357, an enrolled enactment "For the relief of Mary Red 
Head." 

It is the policy of the Department of Labor to oppose 
legislation which would give a special privilege to a 
Federal employee whose statutory period for filing a relief 
claim has terminated under the Federal Employees' Compen
sation Act (FECA). However, neither the bill nor our 
records indicate that the subject was a Government employee. 

Since this bill does not involve the FECA, the Department of 
Labor defers to the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 

Secreta y of Labor 
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THE WHITE I;IQ)JSE 

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON LOG NO.: 838 

Da.te: December 26, 1974 ,.ime: 9:00 a.m. 

FOR ACTION: Mike Duval ~ cc (for infdrma.tion) =warren Hendriks 
Max Priedersdorf 0 • k. • Jerry Jones 
Phil Areeda /UJ ~· 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Da.te: 'l'hursday, December 26 Time: 3:00 p.m. 

SUBJECT: 
Enrolled Bill s. 1357 - Relief of Mary Red Bead 

ACTION REOUFSTED: 

- - For Necessa.ry Action -z- For Your Recommendations 

-- Prepare Agenda. and Brief --Dra.ft Reply 

-X.:.,_ For Your Comments _ Dra.ft Rema.rks 

REMARKS: 

Please returntto Judy Johns ton, Ground Floor West Winq 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITT 

I£ you have a.ny questions or if you a.nticipa.te a. 
delay m submitting the required ma.teria.l, please 
telephone the Staff Secretary immediately. 

.· 

K. R. COLE, JR. 
For the President 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

12/23/74 

TO: WARREN HENDRIKS 

/r~ 
Robert D. Linder 



THE WHITE' HbUSE 

ACTION MEMORANDUM WASHINGTON. LOG NO.: 838 

Date: December 26, 1974 
' ~osS o._. 

FOR ACTION: Mike Duval 
Max Friedersdorf 
Phil Areeda 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: Thursday, December 26 

SUBJECT: 

Time: 9:00a.m. 

cc (for information): Warren Hendriks 
Jerry Jones 

Time: 3:00 p.m. 

Enrolled Bill S. 1357 - Relief of Mary Red Head 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

-- For Necessary Action ~For Your Recommendations 

__ Prepare Agenda and Brief __ Draft Reply 

~ For Your Comments __ Draft Remarks 

REMARKS: 

Please return .to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you have any questions or if you anticipate a -----------------__ _ 
Warr"'" ,,. ~-delay in submitting the required material, please )l ___ ,, ''• l:if.'ndr-1 1""S 

t 1 h th St ££ S t . d' t 1 or tl•e Pr-~"'·d ---c e ep one e a ecre ary 1mme 1a e y. "'·>l ent 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 26, 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR: j} . WARREN HENDRIKS 

FROM: ~~ L. FRIEDERSDORF 

SUBJECT: Action Memorandum - Log No. 838 
Enrolled Bill s. 1357 - Relief of Mary Red Head 

The Office of Legislative Affairs concurs in the attached proposal 
and has no additional recommendations. 

Attachment 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

.ME~IORANDCM WASHINGTON. LOG NO.: 838 

Date: December 26, 1974 Time: 9:00 a.m. 

FOR ACTION: Mike Duval 
Max Friedersdorf 
Phil Areeda ~ 

FROM THE STAFF SECRETARY 

DUE: Date: Thursday, December 26 

SUBJECT: 

cc (for information) =warren Hendriks 
Jerry Jones 

Time: 3:00 p.m. 

Enrolled BillS. 1357- Relief·of Mary Red Head 

ACTION REQUESTED: 

____ For Necessary Action -x- For Your Recommendations 

__ Prepare Agenda and Brie£ __ Draft Reply 

-~-For Your Comments __ Draft Remarks 

REMARI{S: 

Please return to Judy Johnston, Ground Floor West Wing 

... 

PLEASE ATTACH THIS COPY TO MATERIAL SUBMITTED. 

If you have any quesl:i.o:ns or i£ you anticipate a 
delay in suhmimng the :rc':!quired mat.eriul, please 
telephone the StaH Sacrataiy immediately. 



93n Co:NaBEss } 
2d $esf!ion · 

SENAT:Jt 
Calendar No~· 77 4 

{ REPORT 
No. 93-806 

·FOR THE RELIEF OF MARY RED HEAD 

M'AY 2, 1974.-0rdered to be printed 

Mr. EASTLAND, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany S. 1357] 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 1357), for the relief of Mary Red Head, having considered the 
same, reports fa~orably thereon without amendment and re'Comme:rids 
that the bill do paps. · · 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 

The purpose of the bill is to pay to Mary Red Head of Browning; 
Mont., the sum of $10,000 for disability arising out of the loss of part 
Qf her arm while operating machinery in a laundry in a Bureau of 
Indian Affairs school. 

STATEMENT 

The facts in the case are set forth in a report from the U.S. De
partment of the Interior as follows: 

S. 1357 authorizes and directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to Mary Red Head of Browning, Mont., the sum of 
$10,000 in full settlement of her claims against the United 
States for disability arising. out of the loss of part of her 
left arm in 1921. 

The accident in: which Mrs. Red Head lost part of her left 
arm occurred when she was a student at the Cut Bank 
Boarding School, Montana, a school operated by the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs .. At the titne of the accident, Mrs. Red 

9~07 
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Head was said to be 13 years of age. She had been detailed 
, ~o work in the _laundry. along with other students. Her job 

tnvolved r!ID!ovmg clothmg from a mangle after the clothmg 
.had been run through. The accident occurred as a result of a 
towel's becoming entangled. in the ..mangle. Mrs. :&ed Head 
grabbed the towel in an effort to keep it from clogging the 
machine. Her .lMt a~m, from the tips of her. -fingers to her· 
elbow, .was caught m th~ mangl~. A schoo~ engineer _]Vas 
called m to free her, whiCh he d1d by. turmng the marigle 
backwards. Mrs: Red Head's arm had to be amputated at 
the elbow. 

Since s'P.e was not. an employee of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, Mrs. Red Head was not entitled to injury compen
sation. Several unsuccessful attempts-including bills in 
previous Congresses-have been made over the years to effect 
eompensation for her. · ·- ·· -

At no time has Mrs. Red Head received any financial assist
b.nce as compensation for her injury and the resultant ampu
tation of part of her arm. Nor has she been fitted with a pros
thetic device or given vocational training suitable to her 
condition. · 

Although compensation such as that which this bill would 
afford her is not owed her as a matter of right, Mrs. Red 
Head, now approaching age 65; is in dire financial straits. If 
the United States refuses to pay her something, her injury 
of more than 50 years ago will be totally uncompensated. 
S. 1357 sets a figure of $10,000 as compensation. We have ho 
other figure to reco~end as y;e have no way of judging~e. 
value of the loss of a lrmb and 1ts use. ' " · ' 

' . ' - .. 

. The committee believes .the bill is meritorious and rec<;>mmendsit 
favorably. . · . . ·. _. ·. 

Attached and made a part of this report is a letter dated April i, 
197 4, from the Department ofthe Interior. · 

u,s. D~,ARTMENT OF THE. iNTERIOR; 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY,. . 
Washington; DlJ., April I, 1974 . . 

Hon. JAMES 0. EASTLAND, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, D.O. , 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN : This is in response to your_ re9..u,est fQr. the 
views of this Department on S. 1357, •a bill for the relJef of Mary 
Red Head.-. . . · · · 

We_have n~ ohj~tions to enactment of this bill. 
S. 13'57 authorizes_11nd direc~s the Secretrury of ~he T.reasllll'y ~o pay 

to Mary Red Head of .Browmng, ·Mont., the su:in of $10,000 m full 
settlement of her claims against the United States for disability aris-
. ing out of the loss of part of her left arm in 1921.... . ·· 

The accident in which Mrs. Red Head lost part of her left arm 
occurred when she was a student at the Cut Ban~ Boarding School, . 
Montana, ·a school operated by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. At the 
time of the accident, Mrs. Red Head WlliS said to be 13 years of age. 
She had been detailed to work in the'la'llndry .. along with· other stu-

S.R. 806 
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dents. Her job involved :removing clothing from a mangle after the 
clothing had been run thr!:mgh. The accident occurred as a result of a 
towel's becoming entangled in the mangle. Mrs. Red Head grabbed 
the towel in •an effort to keep it from clogging the machine. Her left 
arm,. from the tips of her fingers to her elbow, was caught in the 
mangle. A school engineer was called in to free her, which he did iby 
turning the mangle backward. •Mrs. Red Head's arm had to be am-
putated at the .elbow. · 

Since she was not an employee of the Bureau of Indian Affa,irs, Mrs. 
:Red Head was not entitled to injury compensation. Sevel'lal unsuccess
:ful attempts-including bills in previous Congresses-have been made 
over the yea•rs to effect oompensatien for her. 

At no time has Mrs. •Red Head received any financial assistance as 
-compensation for her inj-ury and the resultant amputation of part of 
her aTI11. Nor has she been fitted with a prosthetic devioo or given voca
tional training suitable to her condition. 

Although oompensation such as that which this bill would afford 
her is not owed as a matter of right, Mirs. Red Head, n<1W approaching 
age 65, is in di-re financial stmits. If the United States refuses to pay 
her something, her injury of more than •50 ye-ars ago will he totally 
uncop1pep,sated. S. 1•357 sets a figure of $10,000 as compensation. We 
have no other figure ·to recomemnd as we have no way of judging the 
Yalue of the loss of a limb and its use. 

The Qffice ofManagement and Budget has advised th111t there is no 
objecti'On to the presentation of this report from the standpoint of the 
. administration's program. 

Sincerely yours, 
JoH:N Kn., 

Assistant Sear'etary of the Interior. 

0 

S.R. 806 



93o CoNGREss } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { REPORT 
~d Session No. 93-1534 

MARY RED HEAD 

DECEMBER 10, 1974.-Committed to the Committee of the Whole House and 
ordered to be printed 

Mr. BuTLER, from the Committee on the Judiciary, 
submitted the following 

REPORT 
[To accompany S. 1357] 

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill 
(S. 1357) for the relief of Mary Red Head, having considered the 
same, report favorably thereon without amendment and recommend 
that the bill do pass. 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of the proposed legislation, is to pay to Mary Red 
Head of Browning, Montana, the sum of $10,000, for the disability 
arising out of the loss of part of her arm while operating machinery 
in a laundry in a Bureau of Indian Affairs school. 

STATEMENT 

The Department of the Interior in its report to the Committee indi
cated it had no objection to the bill. 

Mary Red Head of Browning, Montana, suffers from a disability 
arising out of the loss of part of her left arm in 1921. The accident in 
which Mrs. Red Head lost part of her left arm occurred when she was 
a student at the Cut Bank Boarding School, Montana, a school oper
ated by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. At the time of the accident, 
Mrs. Reel Head was 13 years of age. She had been detailed to work in 
the laundry along with other students. Her job involved removing 
clothing from a mangle after the clothing had been run through. The 
accident occurred as a result of a towel's becoming entangled in the 
mangle. Mrs. Reel Head grabbed the towel in an effort to keep it from 
clogging the machine. Her left arm, from the tips of her fingers to her 
elbmv, was caught in the mangle. A school engineer was called in to 
free her, which he did by turning the mangle backwards. Mrs. Red 
Head's arm had to be amputated at the elbow . 

.38-007 
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Since she was not an employee of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, 
1\Irs. Red Head was not entitled to injury compensation. Several un
successful attempts-including bills in previous Congresses-have 
been made over the years to effect compensation for her. 

At no time has Mrs. Red Head received any financial assistance as 
compensation for her injury and the resultant amputation of part of 
her arm, nor has she been fitted with a prosthetic device or given voca
tional training suitable to her condition. 

1\Irs. Red Head, now approaching age 65, of course still suffers from 
this disability. The Department of Interior noted that if the United 
States refuses to pay her something, her injury of more than 50 years 
ago will be totally uncompensated. S. 1357 sets a figure of $10,000 as 
compensation. The Committee's survey of court decisions involving 
similar injuries indicates that this amount is a reasonable figure for 
compensation in this instance. It should be observed that precedents in 
~fontana support this conclusion. It is recommended that the bill be 
considered favorably. 

u.s. DEI'ARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 

lV ashington, D.O., Aprill, 1974. 
Hon .• TAMEs 0. EASTLAND, 
Chairman, Committee on the Jitdiciary, 
U.S. Senate, TVashington, D.O . 

. DEAR Mn .. CHAIRl\IAN: This is in response to your request for the 
news of this Department on S. 1357, a bill for the relief of Mary 
Red Head. 

'Ve have no objections to enactment of this bill. 
S. 1357 authorizes and direc~s the Secretary of the Treasury to pay 

to Mary Red Head of Brownmg, Mont .• the sum of $10,000 in full 
se~tl.ement of her claims against the United States for disability 
ansmg out of the loss of part of her left arm in 1921. 

The accident in which 1\Irs. Red Head lost part of her left arm 
occurred 'vhen she was a student at the Cut Bank Boarding School, 
Montana, a school operated by the Bureau of Indian Affairs. At the 
time of the accicle~t, Mrs. Red ~ead was said to be 13 years of age. 
She had been detailed to work 111 the laundry along with other stu
dents. Her job invoh·ed removing clothing from a mangle after the 
clothing had been run through. The accident occurred as a result of a 
towel's be~oming entangled ii~ the mangle. _Mrs. Red Head grabbed 
the towel 111 an e_ffort to keep It from clogg111g the machine. Her left 
arm, from the bps of her fingers to her elbow, was caught in the 
mangle. A school engineer was called in to free her, which he did by 
turning the mangle backward. Mrs. Red Head's arm had to be am
putated at the elbow. 

Since she was not an employee of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Mrs. 
Red Head was not entitled to injury compensation. Several unsuccess
ful attempts-including bills in previous Congresses-have been made 
over the years to effect compensation for her. 

At no time has Mrs. Reel Head received any financial assistance as 
compensation for her injury and the resultant amputation of part of 
her arm. Nor has she been fitted with a prosthetic device or given voca
tional training suitable to her condition. 

H.R.1534 
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Although compensation such as that which this bill would afford 
her is not owed as a matter of right, Mrs. Red Head, now approaching 
age 65, is in dire financial straits. If the United States refuses to pay 
her something, her injury of more than 50 years ago will be totally 
uncompensated. S. 1357 sets a figure of $10,000 as compensation. 'Ve 
have no other figure to recommend as we have no way of judging the 
value of the loss of a limb and its use. · 

The Office of Management and Budget has advised that there is no 
objection to the presentation of this report from the standpoint of the 
administration's program. 

Sincerely yours, 
JoHN KYL, 

Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 

0 

H.R.1534 



s. 1357 
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RintQ!,third ctonllrtss of tht tinittd ~tatts of 9mttica 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

··Begun and held at the City of Washington on Monday, the twenty-first day of January, 
one thoitsand nine hundred and seventy-four 

For the relief of Mary ' Red Head. 

Be it en.acted by the Se'IUJ,te arut Ho!Me of Reproesentatives of the 
United States of America in Oongroess assembled, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury is authorized and directed to pay, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to Mary Red 'Head of 
Browning, Montana, the sum of $10,000 in full settlement of all her 
claims against the United States for disability arising out of the loss 
of part of her arm (from the elbow down) in 1921 in machinery she 
was operating in the laundry while a student at the Cut Bank Board
ing School, Montana, a school operated by the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs. No part of the amount appropriated in this Act shall be paid 
or delivered to or received by any agent or attorney on account of 
services rendered in connection with this claim, and the same shall 
be unlawful, any contract to the contrary notwithstanding. Any person 
. violating the provisions of this Act shall be deemed guilty of a mis-. 
demeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined in any sum not 
exceeding $1,000. , ' 

SpeakeT of the HOlMe of R~presentatives. 

Vice Pf'e8ident of the United States arid 
PTesident of the Senate. 



Dear Jlr. Direetor: 

'fbe tol.l.owiDg b11ls were received at the White 
J1ouae OD December 19th: 

IA.,;r. -~ 231< s. 2638 .lv s. 357BJ / •, 
s. 1847 ..;.. 8. 3341VJ( s. 3615 v 
s. 191&- /_i s. 3397'-"~ LR. 3538_ I ./ 'l 

S. 1283 ./"' S. )11.18 i LR. l.la4oll/ / l 
S. 1357 t/ _"f S. 3it89 ~ B.B. 15912 /;f '1 

8. 2125 7' 8. 3518 1/ J .... l.66o9 7 -I-

s. ff5')4 t/ '/. 8. 3574 f/¥ LB. 1.690~ -t. 

Pl.eaae let tbe President baft re;port.a aDd 
ree• wae"'•tiona u to the w anLl ot "these 
billa aa 80011 as pouible. 

~ JbDorable lla,y L. Aah 
D1reetor 

81~, 

Bo'bert D. LiD:ler 
Chief Bxecut1Ye Clerk 

Of'1'1ce ot )le!M8eMU't ad B\J:Jaet 
Waall1QgtaD1 D. C. 




