
The original documents are located in Box 10, folder “Small Business Leaders Meeting 
with the President” of the Richard B. Cheney Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential 

Library. 
 

Copyright Notice 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

October 11, 1974 

MEETING WITH SMALL BUSINESS LEADERS 
Monday, October 14, 1974 

11:30 a.m. (30 minutes) 
The Cabinet Room 

From: Ken~ 

I. PURPOSE 

To discuss the problems facing the Small Business 
Community. 

II. BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS AND PRESS PLAN 

A. Background: The Small Business Community feels that 
it has not had appropriate input into the economic 
policy decisions made by government in recent years. 
It's representatives would like to discuss with the 
President major problems facing small business like 
inflation, tight money and high interest rates, 
government regulations, material shortages, tax 
reform and minority enterprise and perhaps establish 
a pattern of yearly meetings. 

B. Participants: (See Tab A) 
Staff: Ken Cole, Lynn May 

C. Press Plan: Press photo opportunity. Meeting to be 
announced. 

III. TALKING POINTS 

1. I appreciate your coming here to brief me and I am 
sympathetic to the problems facing the small business­
man in a time of inflation. 

2. I am concerned about the effect tight money and 
material shortages are having on business. I have 
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suggested an investment tax credit plan that would 
help alleviate the money squeeze. I recently signed 
into law a bill that would allow SBA loans for firms 
adversely impacted by energy shortages. 

3. The key to small business's problems along with those 
of the rest of the economy is the defeating of 
inflation and the restoration of capital availability. 
My efforts at budget cutting and other inflation 
fighting measures announced recently should accomplish 
this. 

4. The Administration is aware of the problems facing 
minority enterprise at this time. We are reviewing 
Federal minority business programs at this time 
to assess their effectiveness and I would hope that 
the banking community would give greater consideration 
to the plight of minority enterprises. 

5. I am grateful for your comments and I will continue 
my awareness of the difficulties and needs of small 
business. I am asking Bill Seidman, here, to look 
into the points you raised today. 





SMALL BUSINESS MEETING PARTICIPANTS 

COUNCIL OF SMALLER ENTERPRISES (COSE) 

Edward H. Richards, President 
J. Michael Benz, Exec. Director 

690 Union Commerce Building 
Cleveland, Ohio 44115 
(216) 621-3300 ext. 45 

INDEPENDENT BUSINESS ASSOCIATION OF WISCONSIN (IBA- W) 

Bruno J. Mauer, President 
Wm. J. Tetzlaff, Exec. Director 

10855 W. Potter Road 
Milwaukee, Wisonsin 53226 
(414) 258-8055 

NATIONAL ASSN. OF SMALL BUSINESS INVESTMENT COMPANIES (NASBIC) 

Timothy Hayes, President 
Walter B. Stults, Exec. V. P. 

NATIONAL BUSINESS LEAGUE 

Berkeley G. Burrell, President 

512 Washington Building 
Washington, D. C. 20005 
(202) 6 38-3411 

4324 Georgia Avenue, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20011 
(202) 726-6200 

NATIONAL SMALL BUSINESS ASSOCIATION (NSB) 

John Lewis, Exec. V. P. 
Milton D. Stewart, V. P. 

1225 - 19th Street, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20036 
(202) 296-7400 

SMALLER BUSINESS ASSOCIATION OF NEW ENGLAND (SBANE) 

Oliver 0. Ward, President 
Lewis A. Shattuck, Exec. V. P. 
William Glover 

6 9 Hickory Drive 
Waltham, Massachusetts 02154 
(617) 890-9070 

NATIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION 

Carlos Gomez Suite 1020 
3807 Wilshire Blvd. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90100 
(213) 388-1131 
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Smaller Manufacturers Council (SMC) 

John W. Hannon, Presiden~ 

Leo McDonough, Exec. Director 

CSRA Capital Corporation 

Allen F. Caldwell, Jr. , President 

Boerne Plumbing Supply 

Mary Lou (Mrs. Baxter) Grier, Pr-esident 
(Past National Advisory Council Chairman) 

Center for Venture Management 

John L. Komives, Director 

California State Polytechnic University 

Dr. Reed M. Powell,· Dean 
School of Business Administration 
(Present National Advisory Council 

Chairman) 

-
Tombs & Sons, Inc. 

Leroy C. Tombs, President 

Chamber of Commerce Building 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15129 
( 412) 391-1622 

914 Georgia Railroad Bank Bldg. 
Augusta, Georgia 30902 
(404) 722-7505 

P. 0. Box 609 
Boerne, Texas 78006 
(512) 249-2051 

8ll East Wisconsin Avenue 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202 
(414) 272-5420 

3801 West Temple Avenue 
Pomona, California 91768 
(714) 598-4 707 

205 1/2 Oak Str.eet 
Bonner Springs, Kansas 
(913) 441-2550 




