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THE w:11·iE. 1:ousc 

'vVASHINGTON 

DROP BY TESTil'v10NIAL FOR 
SENATOR CLIFFORD HANSEN (R. WYO) 

The Un ivcrs ity Clnb 
and 

ATTEND FORD THEATRE PERFORMANCE 
"GIVE I EM HELL, HARR y ! II 

Thursday -.Aprill?, 1975 
Deoa.:rtu~~...'.. 7:05 p.1T:t. 
Attire: Black Tie, Long 

Dress 

From: Terry 0 1 DonnclL\J 
"\U"' 

SENi·'- TOR HANSEN TESTIMONIAL 

You and Mrs. Ford will drop by a srnall private party for Senator I-fans en 
given by Senator Carl Curtis at the University Club. In attendance will be 
approxi..cnately 1 ?"Senators and a fpw r:nerr1bers of the Adrninistra.tion. 
(Guest list at TAB A) 

The Testimonial includes a.n inforrnal reception beginning at 7:00 p. m. 
followed by dinner (V11yoming trout and l a.r:nb) at 8:00 p. m. The dinner 
is a llstag 11 event~ hovvever, in addition to Mrs. Ford, Mildred Curtis and 
M artha H<w sen will be onJ1and for the reception . 

FORD 1S THEATER 

Following the Hansen reception, you and Mrs. Ford will proceed directly 
to the Ford's Theatre for the opening performance of 11Give 1 E1n Hell, 
Harry11

, Jan1es 'Nhitmore ' s one-n1an show depicts Harry.Truman at leis 

best in a robust, earthy and warm po:rtra yal. Tues day night's ':Press 

Performance" received excellent reviews . 

Each year tbe Board o{ Directors of Ford's Theatre stages an event 
designed to ch~aw public attent ion to the Theatre and its offerings, This 
opening provides the setting for an invitational affair attracting rnany 
digniL1.ries . 

Digitized from Box 5 of the Sheila Weidenfeld Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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2. 

Margaret Trmnan Daniel and Rogers C. B. Morton are co-hosts for this 
event. The evening's activities will be filrn.ed for an upcoming seg1nent 
of ''Sixty lv1inutes. 11 

Followi.ng the perforrnance, you might wish to take Mrs. Ford and 
Mrs. T ru1nan Danie.l onto the stage to congratulate Mr ... Whitmore. 

SEQUENCE 

7:05 p.m. 

7:08 p. m. 

7:25 p.m. 

7:28 p.1n. 

7:29 p. m. 

7:30 p.1n . 
8:30 p . m. 
8:45 p.m. 
9:30 p.m. 

You and Mrs. Ford board motorcade and depart 
South Grounds en route Univen~ity Club. 

Arrive University Club. Proceed to 2nd floor where 
you \Vill be m ct by Senator and Mrs. Curtis and the 
other gue sts. 

NO PRESS CO VEHAG E 

Depart University Club en route Ford's Theatre. 

A .. rrive ForcP s Thea~ . .1: c where you \Vill be met by 
lvfrs. Jv1arga.cct Trmnan Daniel an<l Secretary 
·o..-.r.- ........ ....... ...... r P 1\tf' ......... .L# __ _ 
_.._,,_,b......, ...... .._, ......., • .L.-'t J . 'l'J.. '\.J.L vVLJ.9 

OPEN PRESS COVERAGE 

You and Mrs. Fo1d, e scorted by Mrs. Daniel and 
Sccre't::i.ry Morton, proceed to Row A of the Theatre 
and are seated. 

PRESS POOL COVERAGE 
ATTENDANCE: 740 

Act 1 begins. 
Interrn is s ion. 
Act 2 begins. 
Show concludes . 

NOTE: You may wish to take Mrs. Daniel 

and Mrs. Ford onto the stage to 
congratulate Mr . Whitrnore. 



9: 35 p. m . 

9:45 p. m. 

• 

3. 

S~:crctary Morton, from m frorit of 
the stage, thanks guests for com.ing . 

You and Mrs. Ford depart Rmv A en route 
rnotorcade, board and depart for the White 
House. 

Arrive South Grounds of the White House. 

# # # # # 
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Hansen Testin1oniaJ. Guests 

Senator James Allen (D-Ala.) 

Senator Henry Bellman (R-Okla.) 

Senator Harry Byrd (I-Va.) 

Senator Pete Dornenici. (R-Nc\V Mex.) 

Senator Paul Fannin (R-Ari.z.) 

Senator Jake Garn (R-Utah) 

Senator Roman Hruska (R-Neb.) 

Senator Paul Laxalt (R-Nev.) 

Senator Russell Long (D-La.) 

Senator Jam cs McClure (R-Idaho) 

Senator John McClellan (D-Ark.) 

Senator Gale McGee (D-Wyo.) 

Senator Ted Stevens (R -Al aska) 

Senator William Sco'tt (R -Va . ) 

Senator Herrnan Talmadge (D -Ga.) 

Secretary Caspar WeinLerger 

Special Trade R epres entat i ve Frederick Dent 

Secretary-Designate Stanley K. Hathaway 

Army Secretary Howard Calloway 

Torn. C . Korologos 
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FORD-THEATER 
BY FRANCES LEWINE 

WASHINGTON CAP> -- PRESIDENT FORD BROKE HISTORIC PRECEDENT WHEN HE 
DECIDED TO ATTEND FORD'S THEATER TONIGHT FOR THE OPENING OF A PLAY 
ABOUT ONE OF HIS FAVORITE PRESIDENTS, HARRY TRUMAN. 

NO OTHER PRESIDENT HAS BEEN TO FORD'S THEATER SINCE ABRAHA~ LINCOLN 
WAS ASSASSINATED THERE APRIL 14, 1865. 

''GIVE 'EM HELL, HARRY,'' LURED PRESIDENT AND MRS . FORD AND A VIP 
AUDIENCE TO THE THEATER, WHERE THE PERFORMANCE OF JAMES WHITEMORE AS 
PRESIDENT TRUMAN RECEIVED FAVORABLE PREVIEW PRESS REVIEWS. 

THE FORDS ACCEPTED THE INVITATION TO SEE THE PLAY BUT THEY DID NOT 
PLAN TO ATTEND A SUPPER AFTERWARD FOR THE THEATER GOERS. 

THE AUDIENCE FOR THE OPENING NIGHT WAS ENTIRELY OF INVITED GUESTS. 
AND, NO ONE WAS TO SIT IN THE BOXES AT FORD'S THEATER, INCLUDING THE 
ONE WHERE LINCOLN WAS SHOT BY ACTOR JOHN WILKES BOOTH. 

WHEN FORD'S THEATER WAS RECONSTRUCTED AND REOPENED IN 1968, THE 
FATEFUL BOX WAS RECREATED JUST AS IT WAS THE NIGHT THE LINCOLNS SAT 
THERE 110 YEARS AGO. IT IS NEVER USED NOW. 

THE OPENING NIGHT AUDIENCE OF GUESTS INVITED INCLUDED MARGARET 
TRUMAN DANIEL, DAUGHTER OF THE FORMER PRESIDENT, AS WELL AS TOP 
OFFICIALS FROM THE FORD ADMINISTRATION; FRIENDS AND ASSOCIATES FRO~ 
THE TRUMAN ERA AND PROMINENT MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 

04-17-75 13:18EDT 
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Betty Ford and Clifton Da.niel; Averell and Pam"ela Har.ri:On; Se~. fames Luckley; Pat Mosbacher; Ann Buckley; Page Lee Hufty; Claudine Munn·erman. 
' , ~ ' , ~;~::.:: ;, ·-~:·~~··_;'~'.~-~~_..:<I '.: ·~I~'> ; 

TRUMAN TRUTfIS: "Richard Nlxon ls a damned liar. He. talk's out of J mouthed about his own future.:_•1 plan to make some changes, but I don't 
both sides of his mouth: Even when he tries to tell the t111th-,:he still ends .f' want to talk about it until after my confirmation hearings,' ' he told Eye. 
up lying just to keep his hand in there," James Whitmore dished out >; · Frances Hammer - just back from her Russian jaunt.with husband 
Vintage Ttuman in a one-man show in Washington's Ford's Theater ~. Armarid and National Gallery direct.or Carter Brown - had other wor
whlle most ot the audience clapped, laughed and waited fo_r the next zing· :· ries. "Can _you Imagine? We have .to have · .about 45 private ~security 
er. _ . - · . ~;. _,, i. . guards wherever we gq. It's incredible." The I:Ianimers, frequenters of 
· Ex-Nixon lieutenants, however, cooled It. Gerald F,ol'd was careful -., the.Soviet gallery circuit, are arranging the Washington-showing of the 

where he clapped. Ford; first president to attend. a -show iri·the theater : Russian "Hermitage Collection," the paintings' first trip~to .the western 
since Lincoln, avoided sitting iii the perfe_ctly restored pr~sidentlal box '•'i~hemisphere. - . - .. . : . · - . - · 
and ins~ead headed for. the front row, fianked by fui~.Qllated Betty and : }. A friend of Ted Kennedy, Page Lee Hufty, posed gingerly'·for photo
Margaret Truman Dailiel. · - , . . . . . · . ' .. '.;\ ~L.:- · . - , t graphers, with a special shot ·for Rolling Stones freelancer Jamie Au
. "Tonight I learned some new1hings abOut HarrfTtjlrrian_: It just in- : ,~ehincloss. Asked it she intended t_o campai~ for Kennedy, the lean,.l<\_nk 
creased my admiration of him. It' brought back many woJtderful memo- blonde smiled: "I don't know lf they'd want me in Massachusetts .. Jn · 
ries of a man I really admired," Ford said. · - fact , I'm not ·so sure what state would take me:· Maybe I'll have to go to 

Former chief of prot_ocol and Nixon appointee Bus Mosbacher admit- Alaska." . 
ted the heavily Republican audience was.a tough one to play to: ''Maybe ''I'm afraid she's going to take the fifth on that one,' ' said perfect es-
it was a little hard, but it's just good old all-American truths, don't you cort Jack Horton. 
think?" Earlier that night, at a pre-party cocktail party in the Madison Hotel, 

Repressed was any reference to the cronyism that marked the Tru- given by Contesse Jacquine de Rochambeau, artist Bill Walton, good · 
man years. Instead, signs of the Great American myth were setting in , pal of the Widow Onassis, sipped on white wine on ice. "I've sold my 
and the Democrats loved it. "This ls a great pacer for the next election," Washingto~ house and am moving to New York," -he told Eye. "It took 
said Missouri Democrat, Rep. Jim Symington. "It reminds people of the about 10 minutes to sell. " Asked about a future career tor Jackie ·O: 
str~?!'..~~~i_v!~~~!~~ ~~~~:~~~~~ .. ~~~~'~o~~~~!o.[f ~'rtnn ~t thE> anres. { ~;~~.'~ a very talented writer, but she doesn't really need a job right 
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Gala Night for Washington Theaters 
A President 

Retunis 
·ro Ford's 

By Judy Flander 
W~ Star Staff Writer 

Margaret ·Truman Daniel and Presi
dent Gerald Ford sat side by side in the 
front row of Ford's Theater last night as 
actor James Whitmore impersonated the, 
late President Harry Truman in "Give 
'Em Hell, Harry." 

"The President seemed to like it," said 
Truman's daughter. "He laughed and 
clapped even at times when I wasn't 
laughing." The President didn't crack a 
grin, however, when Whitmore came 
down into the audience and stood in front 
of him while delivering a diatribe against 
former President Richard Nixon. . 

IN RECENT DAYS,· F~rd has raised . 
the image of Truman as the man who 
had the courage to act on his convictions . 
in the face of -worldwide criticism . . But ' 
Mrs. Daniel dt>esn't think her 'father is 
particularly a hero of President Ford's. 

"He's .gotten a lot of publicity out of 
it," she Siiid, drily, afterwards. . 

But it was Harry .Truman who had 
brought a President to Ford's Theater' 
for the first. time since Lincoln was shot 
there no .years ago. On stage afterward 
President Ford congtatulated Whitmor~ 
and said, "Tonight I learned some new 
things about Harry Truman. It just in
creased my admiration of him. It 
brought back many wonderful memories 
of a man I really admired" 

IT WASN'T REALLY an emotional 
evening for anyone, with the exception of 
Secretary of the Interior Rogers C.B. 

'A Love Feast 
Takes/Place 

At the Howard 
By Mary Ellen Perry 
and L.ur.ma Rackley 
Washington Star Staff Writers • 

They were all · there: the celebrities 
like comedian Redd Foxx, the greats like 
singer Melba Moore, the been-greats like 
ageless Jackie (Moms) Mahley, and tile 
love that poured at them from the non; 
greats - the people - was warm arid 
palpable. . . 

The Howard Theater was reopened last 
night. 

IT WAS A LOVE FEAST from tJie 
neighborhood folks .who crowded the 
sidewalks o.utside the doors of _the ren0: 
vated theater on T Street NW near Florj
da Avenue in tom sneakers and fad~ 
housedresses hoping to ·catch· a glimpse , 
of a star - any star: In the best Holl~!. 
wood tradition, the spectators mobbed 
Moms Mabley's car, forcing her driver to 
go around to a side entrance. 

Undeterred, the throng cheered the 
arrival of well-known figures: Congress

., ,persons Yvonne Burke and Ron Dellums ' 
WuhlDPoDStar PholoJlrllpberWalteroat. · and spouses; Theresa Merr~tt, Mama of ,, 

. · . · · - · • · . ~~"That's My Mama'..' television ![!eries; 
President and Mrs. F_ord and Margaret Truman.Daniel led -th.e applause f~r. ~ singer Rol?erta Flack; spo115 ·stars .li~e. 
James "'71itmore on stage st 'Give 'em Hell, Harryr Below, ngbt,.the PreSl- - Don Newcombe and Earl Monroe. . . --
dent bugged Mrs. Daniel.as ib.ey entered Fo.rd's Theater for last night's spe- It was a must-make affair for some pf ~ 
'cial'perfor111B11ee. the el.egant: Mayor and. Mrs. ,Walter !j:. :· 

Washington (who swept m an hour and ~ 
half late, probably allowing time for the 
hour-late start of the show); members of · 
the City Council, who lost no opportuni~ · 
to practice politics; even President Ford; 
who sent greetings via telegram, read to 
a full house that seemed distinctly unim~ 
------..a 



G-2 The Washington Star 

FORD'S 
ConUnued from G-1 

Health, Education and 
Welfare Caspar Wein
berger, plus a handful of 
ambassadors and a few 
senato.rs. 

And then there were the 
oldtimers who had served 
with Harry Truman: 
Averell Harriman, Secre
tary of Commerce who 
later became Truman's 
special assistant for for

_ eign affairs; Clark M. 
Clifford, a Truman advis
er; Frank Ikard, now head 
of the American Petrole
um Institute but once a 
Democratic freshman 
~ongressman from Texas 
whom Truman befriend
~d; James Webb, budget 
director; Secretary of ' the 
Treasury James Snyder 
~nd others. 

... 
·:. TIIEY REMEMBERED 
Truman in different ways. 
: Clifford doesn't remem
ber coming to Truman ' 

. with tears in his eyes dur
ipg the 1948. Presidential · 
campaign to tell .him 
':They're getting ready t~ 
hang you on the gallows,,,· 
as he was quoted as say-

. irtg last night. "Maybe I 

Friday, April 18, 1975 

-Waablncton Star PboCoCraPber Waller Oate8 

Still in his Harzy Truman makeup, Whitmore listens to Truman's ciaizgbter 
after the show. 

came to him with tears in 
iny e~es but I told him he 

warmth. In my eyes, he 
~asn't the rough, give 'em 
hell, Harry." /: · 

EDITORS' 
f. 

Scoot>irig th.e Car 
By Isabelle Shelton 
Washington Star Staff Writer 

The nation's newspaper 
editors got . a tongue-in
cheek preview of the 1976 
Presidential candidates 
last night - from the op
positions. 

Rep. John Anderson, R
Iil., chairman of the House 
Republican C,onference 
took pot shots at all the 

, Democratic· hopefuls now 
on the horizon, while Rep. 
Barbara Jordan, D-Tex., 

clasped his hanqs over his 
head like a prize fighter 
celebrating a victory.) 

• Sen. Walter Mondale: 
"He dropped out when he 
learned most peciple 

, thought Mondale was a 
subur~ of Los Angeles." 

Sen. Dale Bumpers: "A 
lot of people find Bumpers 
a grind, and think he's 
somehow tied in with Wil-
bur Mills." · 

drew a bead on all the e F1orida Gov. Reubin 
Republican possibilities. Askew: "He's got prol>-

The occasion was the le~ beca.use a lot of peo-
annual Washington Press l f A k · h 
Club dinner. for. members Pe con use 6 ew wit 

Agnew, while others think 
, . of the American Society of Reubin Askew is· .really a 

Newspaper Editors meet- Greek sandwich." 
ing here this week, held at 
the Sheraton- Park Hotel. • Sen. Lloyd Bentsen: 

Anderson said that "He's been very critical of 
when he saw a recent Secretary Kissinger for 
magazine cover about the running around ·the world 
Democratic front runner, too much talking to Arab 
Sen. Henry (Scoop) Jack- oil sheiks. Meanwhile, 
son, reading "Scoop. Out Bentsen's been running 
Front," lie thought :"they around his state talking to 

. were running a feature on ' the Te~s oil sheiks." 
. snow plows. But given the · . 

·• snow. job Henry has been • Rep. Morris .Udall: "Of 
·. dohig on' the American course ; Mo ·- isn't · 'given 

. public, I decided the ,head- much of a chance~ since he 
line was appropriate." · doesn't have a lot in com

moh with ··other · Demo-
. ANDERSON said of crats. They ·say•be'.s' both 
· som~ · othel" . Democratic · smart and ~Y,." 

·candidates: · . - · '!.· ·., • .'. · · ·. ' 

:Torllorrow's" Horoscope 

was going to win that 
election not lose it." Clif
ford · said he "couldn't 
have believed anyone 
could have caught the 
personality of Harry 
Truman as Samuel Gallu 
(the author) and James 
Whitmore did. · 

Webb co~tended that 
Truman "was not as prO-· 
fane as portrayed in this 
play. He didn't just give 
things a lick and "a · 
promise and profanity,.He 
was a gentleman, a man 
of dignity. He was a qual-

·• SeQ. l{µbert Hum- ,,e Sen. Edwai-d'Kennedy: 
.Phrey: "He'~ been playtng ; :.·'"He claims he's .not in the 
all over ·the field while ·game. , But Evans· ,and 

, :. claiming he':s not really in Novak rl!<)ently il-eported· · 

By Sydney Omarr 

Saturday, April 19, 1975 
ARIES (March 21-April 

19): Creative juices flow; you 
feel alive, vital and you are 
flattered by opposite sex. You 
t~nd now to respond on im
pulse. This could be expen
sive. Grant logic equal time. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20): You might be working. 

obstacle becomes a "steady
ing hand." 

vmGO (Aug. 23-Sept.· 22): 
Light touch, diplomacy ate 
essentials. Emphasis is on 
behind-scenes activity, 
clandestine arrangements. 
Discretion is required. Don't 
tell all you know. Relative 
confides. 

LIB~ (Sept. ~Oct. 22): 

Ikard remembers him 
as "kind, gentle and help
ful. He had so much ity man." . 

the game. He says he . that Kennedy is busy rais-
. won't · run for · president ing money· in California 
unless one Democrat asks for his Massachusetts 
him to.".(Humphrey, who · Senatorial race. That's 
was in the audience, sort of like a confirmed 

DEAR ABBY 

Familv Flare-lJn Over ·4_J Jetter W orrl~ 
'• I-
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Shattering a Superstition in the 
Vo-Nonsense Harry Truman Style 

By Henry Mitchell 

resident Gerald Ford enjoyed him· 
· hugely last night . at Ford's Tbea-

thus shattering one of the most 
;abre and groundless "traditions" 
:he capital: Presidents do not go to 
; theater .because Lincoln was .as
;inated ·there (llO years ago this 
:k). • ' . 
1 actual fact, the theater was closed 
owing Lincoln's assassination and 
: began stage plays again during 

Johnson administration. Lincoln 
; not only the last President to go 
that theater but the first, since it 
ned only a few months before his 
th, and in any case President Ford 
enough real problems without wor-

1g about superstitions. 
t the gala special performance by 
1es Whitmore in Samuel Gallu's 
ve 'em Hell, Harry!" a one-man 
malogue a1bout the late "President 
Ty Truman, President Ford said 
"learned a lot of new things·" which 
y increased his affection and ad-
ation for Truman. · 
•resident Ford keeps_,.. a bust of 
1man displayed at the White House. 
. other presidential hero is Abra
n Lincoln. It was President Ford's 
rd social evening in a row, but if 
1 taxpayer grumbles about keeping 
· store, he could say (as President 
1coln did) that "Some thi1_1k I do 

the shadow of the 

1tcol" Box at 

·rd' s Theater, Pres· 

~nt Gerald F o rd, 

a r gar e t Truman 

rnie1 and Secretary 

· the Interior 

Jgers Mortoii {back 

camera) join 

·ni.es Whitmore, 

u of the "Give 'em 

ell, Harry!" At 

:;ht, President and 

rs. Ford and Mrs. 

aniel 'applaud 

Whit more. 

?hotos bY Ellsworth Davi• 
- Th• Washin1ton Post 

wrong to go to the opera a~d· the 
theater but it rests me- a hearty 
laugh· relieves me and I seem better 
able after it to bear my cross." 

Margaret Truman Daniel, the late 
President's daughter, joined President 
and Mrs. Ford on stage after the 
show-a formal-dress, invitation-only 
event, accompanied by Secretary of 
the Interior Rogers Morton, whose 
department has jurisdiction over his· 
torical monuments such as Ford's 

· Theater. . 
The security arrangements were "ex

tensive," as a theater spokesman put 
it. An hour before the President ar
rived there were little fleets of six 
motorcycles in a cluster at intervals 
alonrg 10th Street, and six Secret Ser
vice men were in an informal huddle 
just south of the entrance. 

One of them was addressing the 
others about "sundaes and ice cream" 
with some animation: It was not knawn 
if this is part of a security code or 
directions to Howard J-0hnson's 

Mrs. Daniel arrived early with her 
husband, who is chief of the Wash
ington bµreau of The New York Times. 
She was sleek in a black silk coat, and 
her hair was elegantly done up in 
high style but also with a hint of 
Bess Truman and the no-nonsense -
President Truman about it, too. 

She did not invite President anrl 
Mrs. Ford, herself, but got word to 

them that she "very, very much hoped 
they would come. She went over the 
script of the monologue with its au
thor, but says she didn't try to censor 
anything, some of which had a non
bi-partisan ring to it. (Richard Nixon 

1 was said by Truil!an to have been a 
[deleted] liar, etc.) · 

Mrs. Daniel thought the evening was 
"interesting" and "different," and Mrs. 
Ford thought it was "meaningful." 

At intermission Mrs. Ford said it 
brought back for her her first five days 
in Washington when Gerald ford was a 
representative from Michigan. The Presi
dent said much the same after the sho11·. 
but 'l>y that time Mrs_. FOTd had upped 
her praise of the piece to "wonderful." 

Among the roughly 575 guests were 
high Ford administration officials; for
mer Truman and Democratic figure~ 
such as Averell Harriman, who sat in 
the row just behind the President, next 
to a Secret Service man; and Gen. Harry 
Vaughn, who was a colorful figure dur
ing the Truman days. There were besides 
a number of prominent Washingtonians 
present just on general principles . 

Speaker and Mrs. · Carl Albert sat near 
the President. Albert th-0ught the show 
was fine, he said, adding that he had 
also especially liked a similar treatment 
CY! Will Rogers by Whitmore. 

Democratic Rep. and ].{rs. Richard 

See FORD'S E3,, Col. 1 
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Of Public 
Tributes 

Praises 
, . 

By Donnie Radcliffe 
The "President" kept the President 

waiting a few seconds last night but 
the latter didn't seem to mind even if • 
there were nearly 600 witnesses in the 
audience. 

He always thought Harry Truman 
was a good President, Mr. Ford had 
told reporters during the intermission 
of "Give 'em Hell, Harry!" at Ford's 
Theater. "And I'm· learning a lot of 
other good reasons tonight ')VhY' I 
thought so." · 

So on.stage, where he had escorted 
Margaret Truman Danie1, .Mr. Ford 
stood patiently in the stage reproduc
tion of the Oval Office to pay his 
respects to actor James Whitmore, 
wbo plays' America's 33d President fa 
the monologue by Samuel Gallu. 

Suddenly, bursting .out from the 
wings wearing the . familiar Stetson 
synonymous with · Harry Truman, 
came Whitmore. 

_After !Mr. Ford's public trl1butes, he 
and Whitmore traded private compli
ments with Mrs. Daniel, Mrs, · Ford, 
and Interior Secretary Rogers Morton 
could overhear but the audience could 
not. 

_Later, at the post-play party in the 
National Collection of Fine Arts' Lin
coln Gallery, Whitmore revealed what 
everybody had missed. 

"He said, 'How do you do it?' and I 
said, 'How do you do it? 'I've been in 
training,' he said, and I said, 'So have 
I"' 

When Whitmore asked 'Mr. Ford 
how he'd like to ·stay in that Ford's 
Theater Oval Office, that it would be 
a lot easier, the !President only chuc-
kled. . 

"He didn't answer," said Whitmore. 
"I don't think the question was worthy 
of him." 

The Fords did not attend the party 
but most of the audience had reassem
bled there, winding out of the theater 
on 10th Street to F Street in a prom
enade of black ties and designer eve
ning gowns that the neighborhood had 
rarely seen. 

The Very Rev. Dr. Franci1 B. Sayre Jr., dean f>f Washington Cathedral 
and grandson of Presiden.t Woodrow -Wiuon, and Margaret Truman. 
Daniel at the post-pfuy party at the National Collection of Fine Arts' 

.Lincoln Gallery. 

nity who boost Ford's Theater's activi· 
ties. 

Almost-forgotten names had resur
faced in the play, and reminiscing 
about their roles in Harry Truman's 
presidency provided much of the con· 
versation. as these once-powerful men 
roamed the Lincoln Gallery b~tween 
buffet table · at one end and portable 
bars at the other. 

Truman's Secretary of the Treasury, 
whom playwright Gallu had consulted 
in his research, told of ordering the 
Secret Service to install an iron fence 
around Truman's Independence, Mo., , 
home: 

' first nationwide television report from 
the San Francisco Opera House fol· 
lowing Truman's return from Wake 
Island where he had flown. to set Gen. 
Douglas MacArthur "straight" on the 
Korean War. 

"The mayor was a Republican, but 
he thought the speech was so impor· 
tant that he canceled .an opera that 
had been scheduled that night," Daw
son said. 

Mrs. Daniel said that . "physically, 
James \Whitmore} looks nothing like 
Dad- it's . the mannerisms." As for 
her father's earthy language, generous
ly · sprinkled throughout the produc-

, tion, "those were Dad's words." 
Mr. Ford had wondered about that, 

she said, suggesting that they get to
gether sometime and talk about how 
much of the dialogue was Truman's 
and h<Jw much the playwright's. 

Among them were personalities. 
from the Truman era: former White 
House aides Donald Dawson and Clark 
Clifford, former Treuury Secretary 
John Snyder and Gen. Harry Vaughn. 
There were others from the present 
administration, and still others, much 
as liaison between the two, were mem
bers of Washington's businesa commu· 

"Mrs. Wallace (Truman's mother-in
law, who owned the house, was very 
annoyed all righV, but (former) Presi
dent Hoover told us we'd have to 
protect the property otherwise it would 
be taken away brick by brick by 

' souvenir hunters," Snyder said. "I told him t.Q.at it was ·a 75 to 2~ 
per cent ratio--75 per cent were 
Dad's." Dawson told of sett!n'g up Truman'• 



~Ford to :see . . .,, 

-"When the decisive, incisive Truman· takes charge" 
early in the play, says James Whitmore, "there .is a !>hock 
reaction" amongst the audi~nce. It begills wlien Harry S 
Truman says "he may haviQnherited the jqb, but· he has it 

. r-and he is in charge." Whitmore, w'ho last brought the · 
-Cowboy-philosopher Will Rogers to life in "W!Jl.Rogers 
\U.S:A.;" was talking about the quick involvement of on-
. lookers with his "Give 'Em Hell, Harry." a one-man perfor- ~ 
·~mance about the late President that · officially opens · 
·;,Thursday night at Ford's. Theater in the nation's . ~pital. 
'First-night guests are expected to be Pre§ident and Mrs. 

., Ford; along with many other Washington dignitaries. M~. 
· -Fotd; -who is n6t expected to occupy the presidential box, .. 
•apparently will be the firsf President to enter the theater 
sinee Lincoln was shot there 110 years ago last Monday. 

' ' .. 
: ,··~sen. Robert Taft Jr. (R-Ohio), who suffered a heart 

· (~attack jan. 29, returned to the Senate and Said his re
-~ covery had been satisfactory ):mt that he would. work a re

. duced schedule for a while. "I lost over 20 pounds but I 
feel fine." he said. He added that family corisiderations and 
·nqt hls health wpuld be the detjding factor in whetber he 
would run for reelection next year. . -~'. · 

;,J-

• ".11,~ -Former Prime Minister Golda Meh ~ill receiv~ -the . 
· .•1srael Prize today; the nation's .independence day, for her 
·.;lifetime of work for the country. The annual award is giv-
• ~en to persons ;who have excelled in the fields of public . 
· service, science; literature.or art. Mrs. Meir;76, has been in 
, p0or health since her retitement in J_une, 197~. . .. 

~ 'f 

: .:.:..shouting "Big busin~ is coming,• DebOnh lme~hein, 
wearing a cape and tri-comered hat, g(\lloped. away. from 

. the Old North Chur<jl in Boston on "The Daylight Ride of 
·~ Paula Revere." Miss Imershein, 21, of Stamford, Conn., and 
:~a ~~or; ~t .~immons C9llege, .ma~e' th_~ n?Ontiine ~d~ to 
--~gm act1vmes of the Peoples B1centem:ual Co~1~n, 
~yvh}ch hopes to "democracize our econo~y.". a~ordmg to 

. ~· cOdirector Jeremy Lifkiil. Miss lmershem, ndmg a horse · 
. ·;·.till.med Dubonnet rented for $40, caIJied a bright y9llow 

' •Don't Tread on Me" flag, ·depicting the coiled rattl_esnake 
..' eriiblem of the colonists. 
~ . . . ' 

;·· : . _::_-Matgaret Mead, arithr~polo~~t. · teacher and w.riter, 
! was named r~cipient of lhe 1975 Woman Qf Consc1e.nce 

· . ;· award by the National Council of Women of the Umted 
,' States. The award and a $1 ,500 grant have been presented 
h•. 

:. ....... " .. ;:!).. .. ,, ........... ) .;,. ........ ll.JJJJ: .. ,JJ, ......... <. .l • 

' ' 

Jomes Whi.tmore in.'his :rolt?··as President Truman. 
· . / · " ,; . '·'° ' . ;·_ :;f.' ." .,;·Al?Wnphotc 

"\ )'~~- . ~-· .~· _·:,. ,· - ~ AJ'J_ .!•~--~~"° •. •,f""' .... , . . ': \ 
~nnually since 1~. t~- ~: ~~m.~n wh<> ;ha~ rti'ade_ ~n ·out
standing individµal eCforCto benefit Jliunanity .. Dr. 'Mead, 
74, said she would use her .grant to ~Ip finance a trjp to · 
Samoa this summer-her third trJp to 'the islands ~e first 
studied in 1925~28 as a graduate student at Columbia': :She 
is now an adjunct professor of anthropology at Columbia 
and curator emeritus · of ethnology at the New York 
Museum of Natural History and holds 22'honorary d~tor
ates. . -B~Jennings Parrott 

. \ 
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FORD-THEATER 
BY HARRY F. ROSENTHAL 

WASHINGTON CAP) -- HARRY TRUMAN WOULD HAVE LOVED IT. 
HERE WERE HIS WORDS, GIVEN NEW LIFE AND PASSED ON TO A SUCCESSOR, A 

REPUBLICAN AT THAT. 
GERALD FORD, THE 38TH PRESIDENT, SEEING A PLAY ABOUT THE 33RD, LOVED 

IT TOO. IT WAS THE FIRST TIME A PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES HAD 
COME TO FORD'S THEATER FOR A PERFORMANCE SINCE ABRAHAM LINCOLN WAS 
SHOT THERE 11 0 YEARS AND 3 DAYS AGO. 

''I INHERITED THIS JOB. I'M IN CHARGE AND THEY DAMN WELL BETTER KNOW 
IT,'' SAYS THE STAGE HARRY TRUMAN IN THE PERSON OF ACTOR JAMES 
WHITMORE. HE MENTIONS THAT SOME PEOPLE WERE REFERRING TO HIM AS '' HIS 
ACCIDENCY'' BECAUSE HE WASN'T ELECTED PRESIDENT. 

HIS ACCIDENCY, GERALD FORD, ROARED WITH LAUGHTER WHEN HE HEARD THAT • 
WHEN THE PERFORMANCE OF ''GIVE 'EM HELL, HARRY,'' A NEW PLAY, WAS 

DONE, FORD WENT ONTO THE STAGE TO CONGRATULATE WHITMORE, WHOSE 
UNCANNY PORTRAYAL IN THE ONE-MAN SHOW SENT SHIVERS OF RECOGNITION 
THROUGH A VIP AUDIENCE, MANY OF WHOM HAD KNOWN TRUMAN. 

''EVERYONE HERE KNOWS I'VE KNOWN AND ADMIRED MR. TRUMAN FOR 25 YEARS 
BUT TONIGHT I LEARNED SOME NEW THINGS,'' FORD SAID. ''ALL OF IT 
INCREASED MY ADMIRATION FOR HIM.'' 

FORD TOLD WHITMORE HE HAD GIVEN A ''SUPERB PERFORMANCE.'' WHITMORE 
BEAMED HIS . BEST HARRY TRUMAN BEAM. 

SITTING BESIDE FORD IN THE FRONT ROW WAS MARGARET TRUMAN DANIEL , THE 
FORMER PRESIDENT'S ONLY CHILD. 

IN THE BLACK-TIE AUDIENCE WERE LUMINARIES FROM THE TRUMAN 
ADMINISTRATION: CLARK CLIFFORD, A CLOSE ADVISER; JAMES WEBB , 
UNDERSECRETARY OF STATE; GEN. HARRY VAUGHAN, MILITARY AIDE AND 
CONFIDANT; JOHN SNYDER, SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY; ADM. ROBERT 
DENNISON, NAVAL AIDE; RETHEL ODUM, MRS. TRUMAN'S PERSONAL SECRETARY. 
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